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From the Minister ...
I want to firstly take this opportunity to wish all our readers a
very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.
The year has gone rattling by, and I am very much looking
forward to all of our Christmas services and activities over
the coming weeks. Whilst we made the best of it in 2020, Christmas services just
were not quite the same on Zoom and it will be so lovely to be back together
again physically this year. We are looking forward to welcoming our brothers
and sisters from the Methodist church who are joining us on Christmas day
itself, I know you will, but please do make them feel welcome!
All the details of our December services are listed elsewhere in the Messenger
and I very much hope to see you at one or more of these services in the run up
to the big day itself.
As we speed towards 2022, we begin a real year of celebration as a church
family. Back on 13th February 1722, the first sermon was preached at the
opening of a meeting house for protestants (somewhere in Petersfield!) This
meeting house formed the roots of where we are today and so we celebrate 300
years of a non-conformist presence in the town in 2022. The text preached on
was Ephesians 1:22-23 and Peter Jolly has even managed to locate a transcript
of the very sermon! He has also located an academic paper headed the
Petersfield Meeting House Riot 1722! It appears that the reason the preacher on
13th Feb published his sermon was that his words were largely drowned out by
the furore!
We are looking forward to a year of celebrating both this monumental
anniversary but also the 50th year since the formation of the United Reformed
Church, there are a number of events planned to mark this including a service at
Methodist Central Hall in London next October and at a synod level, the big day
out at Hollycombe (just down the road) which will be a wonderful occasion
which we are encouraging as many to attend as possible, do speak to me for
more details.
At church meeting in November, we asked for volunteers to help us shape these
special in-house events to celebrate next year and if you’d be interested in
doing so, please do let us know. We will be holding a couple of events on
January 14th and 15th to kick start the year. On Friday 14th at 7pm, you are
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invited to join us up at our Liss site on Hillbrow Road for drinks and nibbles as
well as the opportunity to see some of the work of the Liss Foodbank who are
now based in our building. The evening will end with a service of dedication for
the work that is being done up there now, all are most welcome. On the
Saturday afternoon, there will be an afternoon tea and some musical
entertainment at College Street. If you’d like to come along to either of these
events or have any questions, please do speak to Tony Phillips or myself.
As 2021 ends, there is a lot to look forward to in 2022. Enjoy the Christmas
celebrations however you are spending it and we look forward to celebrating
with you in the New Year.
Josh.

Amazed!
Some people like surprises. The pleasant ones, anyway!
When we look at the Christmas story, it is full of surprises.
 Mary didn’t expect to be chosen by God to give birth to His Son. Joseph
was surprised and shocked that his fiancée was pregnant. The couple
thought they would start married life together in Nazareth, but political
circumstances forced them to go to Bethlehem and then into Egypt.
 The Bethlehem shepherds were surprised and frightened by the heavenly
choir and an angel with a marvellous message. Later, they rejoiced at
seeing the Saviour – a new born baby in a manger.
 The Wise Men were surprised to see a unique star, and so they followed it
all the way to Jerusalem. They thought a royal birth would be in a city and
in Herod’s Palace. They were surprised again, to be redirected to a remote
village called Bethlehem. Herod too was surprised that a new king had
come, and felt his position and authority were being threatened.
What is most surprising is that God had planned the coming of Jesus thousands
of years before it happened. Prophets had told of His coming and their hearers
were waiting for Him to appear. But still they
were surprised when the Messiah came, for He
did not come as a conquering hero but as a
suffering Servant.
Jesus came to save people from their sins. He
came to restore a broken relationship and bring
His people to a glorious Home. The biggest
surprise? It was also done for you and me!
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Hello everyone,
Happy Christmas and New Year to you all. As we move forwards into 2022 I
really hope that things settle down and we can enjoy a more “normal” life –
whatever that may mean!!
Before we get to the new year, we have the wonderful season of Advent and
Christmas to look forward to.
 The gift service on Dec 5th is being led by Alan Jones and we will be
welcoming Claire and Erika from Two Saints again. Please see my separate
note for gift ideas.
 On Dec 12th our service will be led by Liss Band – how wonderful to be able to
welcome the band back after having to miss out last year.
 Dec 19th gives us 2 opportunities for worship. A quiet communion service
will be held at Liss and a slightly noisier JFC service later in the morning at
Petersfield.
 There is also an opportunity to come and sing carols at The Shed in Bordon at
4pm on Dec 19th. Details of all the above will be given nearer the time.
 On Dec 24th in the early evening there will be a candlelit Carol service at Liss
and then on Christmas Day we will be worshipping at Petersfield at 10.00
am.
 There will be NO service on Dec 26th but the service produced by the Daily
Devotions team – which we were following during the first lockdown last year
– will be available (and I did a short reading for that service so there will be
one familiar voice during it!) We will make sure that you have the details of
how to access that service beforehand.
Once into January normal services will resume.
Just one more notice - we will be holding a Church Meeting straight after the
service on Sunday January 23rd. It was decided at a previous church meeting
that we should still have the January meeting during the day as the evenings are
cold and dark. As our services are now held at 10.30 it is a bit early for a shared
lunch and then the meeting, so we are switching it round! Meeting and then a
shared lunch! The normal practice is to bring a plate of food that we can all
share and enjoy fellowship together.
God bless you all,
Carol
Dates for your diaries – are all listed above!!!
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Sunday December 5th – Gift Service for Two Saints.
There are lots of ideas which have come directly from Claire and Erika at Two
Saints. If you can’t come to the service on Dec 5thand would like to contribute,
please bring your gifts to church the Sunday before, (Nov 28 th) or Tuesday, Nov
30tham when the church will be open for Little Fishes.
It is helpful to wrap your gifts loosely in Christmas paper so that the staff can see
what is there and gift them to the right people.
Thank you so much for your generosity in advance.
Carol.
We have mainly male residents (approx 75 / 25 split).
Ideal gifts in the past have been things like
-Socks
-Pants
-Smellies gift sets (bath sets etc)
-Chocolates
-Hats and gloves
-Gift vouchers £5 for Greggs so can get hot drink and food
-Vouchers for shops such as Asda and Tesco
-Long date items like small Christmas cakes, mince pies,
Arts and crafts items (not craft knives)- the clients are asking for things to do
and love arts and crafts, it is very calming and therapeutic for people to keep
their hands and minds busy. We are encouraging activities in the services; this
would be useful.
Things like paint, brushes, canvases, craft items. We usually get them cheaply
from the Pound Shop / Amazon / The Works / The Range etc.
We obviously cannot gift our
client group money or alcohol
but if people chose to donate
financially, we can always use
the money for Christmas gifts
for those in services such as
listed above.
Carol
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A Message from our Church and Community Worker...
December
Doug the donkey was resting from the sun under a tree. He
was eating some sweet grass and minding his own business,
when a young man led him to the stall and started loading him
up. Hold on a minute, I’ve finished for the day what are you
doing, he thought. He was looking forward to his supper and a
long rest till morning, but now he was being led by the young man to a pregnant
girl still in her teens and looking rather nervous. The young man was called
Joseph and Doug had to twist his head to hear the soft words he spoke to Mary
his betrothed. Doug knew it was important that he carry Mary through the cool
night and into daybreak, for many days till this young couple reached their
destination. Doug gave a little snort and puffed out his chest ready for his
precious load. From this moment on Doug would never be the same again.
Night and day merged into one and Doug, led by Joseph, followed hundreds of
people heading the same way, to a place called Bethlehem. Doug would
sometimes slip on the rocks whilst daydreaming about this town they were
heading. He had only been in the field working all his life, and now miles from
home he was on an adventure of a lifetime. Other times when Doug was tired,
he would listen to the young couple talking about their baby, he nearly dropped
Mary after she squeaked for joy when she felt the baby move for the first time,
but, like a true steed, Doug steadied himself and, for his sure footing, was
rewarded with a handful of oats.
Doug knew this baby was very special, as both Mary and Joseph spoke of Angels
and the name they should call the baby. Jesus would be his name, the son of
man. Jesus the Messiah. Doug was starting to get confused what should he call
this special baby? So many names, but then decided to call him Joy.
Doug was feeling the pressure of this long trip, he was starting to waiver, his
little hoofs were sore and chipped and, not to
be rude, but Mary was getting heavier by the
day. And then, as they turned the corner,
Bethlehem came into sight. The day was nearly
over and some of the many houses had lights
in the windows and there were people
everywhere. Doug started to feel a little
frightened, but Joseph felt Doug’s worry and
spoke kind words to him leading from inn to
inn. No room is all the folk were saying. Mary
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was getting upset and Joseph looked lovingly into Mary eyes and said it would
be OK, someone had to have room, someone would help. At that moment an
inn keeper’s wife saw Mary and showed pity, knowing she was ready to give
birth and led them to the back of the inn. The kind lady said we only have this
cattle shed, moving the animals to one side she put down fresh hay for them.
Finally, Doug thought, a good night's sleep, food, water, and hay to sleep on. But
just as he started to go to sleep Mary made the strangest of noise. To Doug’s
amazement, a short time later Mary gave birth to a beautiful baby boy, so this
was his Joy, Jesus the son of Man. But now Doug was too excited to sleep, first
came some shepherds with a lamb for baby Jesus, they talked about a bright
light in the sky and host of Angels telling them to come and worship their new
king. Then, what wonders, three wise men in fine clothes came and bowed
down to this baby lying in a manger, bringing Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. It
was then that Doug realised that all the animals were looking at baby Jesus in
awe and wonder, just like the rest of mankind would for many thousands of
years to come.
January
A baby boy born, a new start, a fresh beginning all those years ago. But no
sooner had Joseph, Mary and Jesus settled in Bethlehem an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph, saying they must leave as Herod wants to kill
Jesus. So, they fled to Egypt until Herod had died, they were then called out of
Egypt again by an angel to go to Israel, but trouble made them go to Nazareth so
that’s where they settled. Joseph must have thought how many times do I need
to move to keep my family safe, how much longer will I look over my shoulder
and worry for my son. How many people to this day need to leave their homes
and all they know for safety to save their lives in the middle of the night? Too
many. How are we as Christians able to help?? The first thing is prayer, and the
second thing is to act. You can do this through large organisations worldwide or
through our local food bank. We have refugees here in Petersfield and Liss. So,
my question this New Year is how can we help our fellow man today? My new
year's resolution is to do so much more, what’s yours?
Jo Hopkins

Our JFC Christmas service is 19th December with a wonderful twist to the
story but the usual fantastic Christmas hymns. Please come and join us to
celebrate the birth of baby Jesus, with our amazing young people. What could
possibly go wrong?!
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A message from Emsworth ...
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today
in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the
Lord. Luke 2: 9
Are words formed by using the initial letters of other words still acronyms even
if they do not sound like words? I mean NATO; the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation, still sounds like a word but HMS although meaning Her Majesty’s
Ship, does not. Do we always understand what meaning some acronyms have? I
always thought LOL was “lots of love” but apparently it means “laugh out loud”.
Our Church is not immune to acronyms with Children and Youth Development
Officers pretty much always referred to as CYDOS making them sound
somewhat deranged!
It seems like a life time ago now, but I was once the Dental Services Advisor to
the East Hampshire Primary Care Trust. My job title Nationally was Clinical
Director of Community Dental Services, but the “powers that be” could not
sanction that locally as the title of Director had a different significance in the
Trust. So Dental Services Advisor or DSA it was.
Titles mean very little to me, it is what you actually do that counts, but I
remonstrated about this title as in dental circles DSA meant Dental Surgery
Assistant and although I valued enormously the work of our Dental Surgery
Assistants, my colleagues may have thought it rather strange. The Trust’s Chief
Executive wearily asked me what I would like my title to be. I rather cheekily and
irreverently suggested Governor Of Dentistry which he thought about and then
showed me the door!
As Christians our lives should show WGT - with grateful thanks - but so so many
(not in our Church I hasten to add) have a Womb, Gloom, Tomb mentality. Many
years ago now, whilst I was conductor of the Liss Band, the Band was asked to
provide the music for a Carol Service in a fairly local Church. I remember
thinking how beautiful the Church looked with exquisitely decorated miniature
Christmas trees in every window, hundreds of candles, with wreaths of Holly
and poinsettias. The actual Service however, despite the best efforts of the Liss
Band, seemed more like a funeral wake than a celebration of Christ’s birth. The
singing was between lacklustre to non-existent and there was a marked absence
of Joy. Afterwards one of the members of the Band remarked what would a
Muslim think finding themselves at such a service.

Page 9

Was Jesus a really joyful person? We know from the Gospels that Jesus cried,
but not once do we hear that He laughed. I don’t know if whether or not Jesus
ever laughed but He has certainly created me so that I can laugh. And I cannot
believe that He who created laughter, did not laugh Himself. Laughter of course
is but one of many reflections of joy. When Paul lists the fruits of the Spirit, love
of course is always first but next come joy and then peace. Why is it that many
Christians seem to know little or nothing of a deep, lasting joy? They seem to
function by duty rather than delight and “creak in soul and body on their way to
glory”. Can it be that some people have peace with God but don’t enjoy it?
Maybe the Puritans had something to do with it. The Puritans of course were
good people but it cannot be denied that they fostered a tradition of sobriety.
They thought God frowned on joyful exuberance and they made life solemn.
The angel told the shepherds not to be afraid because he had some really good
news for them and not just for them for us, yes us too. This news has indeed
caused great joy for all people. So why do many of us hide that joy. Joy should
not be confused with happiness. Happiness depends on what happens but joy is
independent of circumstances.
Present situations bear down on us to crush out joy. Our News Bulletins are
usually overwhelmingly gloomy and seem to confirm that our journey from the
womb to the tomb will indeed be full of gloom.
Now I do not advocate going around grinning like a Cheshire cat but the people
we meet should sense the radiance of the Holy Spirit’s joy shining through us
despite whatever life throws at us.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart
prepare Him room and heaven and nature sing.
So what’s it to be? Each day with grateful thanks (WGT) or each day yet another
of relentless gloom on our
way from the womb to the
tomb (WGT). As Ron so
eloquently put it recently,
we have Christ within us so
let Him shine through us
with inexpressible joy this
Christmas time.
A very Happy Christmas
with love,
Alan and Cora
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The Petersfield Christmas Give 2021
As we are not collecting shoeboxes for Samaritan's Purse this year, we would
love it if you could support a local venture in aid of The Petersfield Food Bank
and Homestart Butser. This is run by Joe Tully, who has been doing this for a
number of years. There are various collection points in town, but we will also
have collection box in the vestibule. Thank you, Carol
Items being collected are Sweets, Chocolates and Treats, Non-perishable items
suitable for food hampers and new toys suitable for boys and girls aged 0teenager. Gifts are accepted until December 11.

Andy Tubbs Calendars
Andy Tubbs has produced a calendar again in aid of our YUM fundraising. We
are really hoping to run a mission again in 2022 but if it is not possible the
Ukrainian Christian Partnership will be supporting youth activities run by the
ministers in the villages. Andy’s calendar this year is a bit different with
wonderful sets he has designed and painted over many years. There is a list up
in the CFC if you would like to purchase one.
Thank you, Carol
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Available soon

2022 A3 Wall Calendar - “Showstoppers”
Featuring Stage Sets designed & painted by Andy Tubbs over the last 30 years
for theatre productions by local groups at The Festival Hall, Petersfield

“Patience” Act 1—Petersfield Operatic Society—2005

“South Pacific”—Petersfield HiLights Society—1996

“

Return to the Forbidden Planet” — Petersfield Theatre Group —2012

Price £10
All proceeds going as usual to support the Petersfield Youth Ukraine Mission (YUM)
To order your copy please sign below or contact Carol by email at
caroltubbs@ntlworld.com
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The words on the Commemorative Plaque of Reverend Richard
Densham
Beneath the pulpit lie the
Remains of the Revd Richd
Densham the first Pastor
of this & the Religious Society,
at Harting.
The Career of this eminent
Servant of God was honable:
In Labours, abundant; In Doctrine,
incorrupt; In Morals, untainted;
In Manners, engaging;
and in success,
exceeded by few of equal Standing.
To exalt the Lord Jesus
& further his Cause was the object
of his ministerial Pursuits.
To this he fell a victim!
For, Mysterious Providence !!!
when entering the Borough of
Haslemere, to plan the Erection
of a Chapel by a fall from a
Chaise, he received a
Concussion of the Brain; of which
he died early, next Morning
This is the plaque for Richard Densham secured to a wall hidden behind the
organ pipes. He was made a Pastor in 1799.
Robin Hart
Densham's ministry was cut short on 26 July 1803, at the age of 36, as he
was killed in an accident on his way to Haslemere in a gig. The minutes of a
Church Meeting held at the time record that the bells of St Peter's were rung
loud and long in an attempt to distract attention from his funeral!
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Music for the Messiah
Have you noticed that, in the Christmas story, singing is
featured on three occasions?
Firstly, after Mary was given a message from the angel
Gabriel, and was visiting her elderly and pregnant
relative, Elizabeth. Mary was so overwhelmed with happiness at the
forthcoming miraculous births, she started to sing. Over the years, her words,
known as The Magnificat, have been set to music by various composers. The
hymn Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord is one example of it. Of course,
we don’t know Mary’s melody line, but her words express God’s promise that
He would rescue His people and through them save the world. Mary sings of
God’s mercy and benevolence on the helpless, the humble and the hungry.
Months later, in the fields of Bethlehem, shepherds were confronted with an
angel and given an incredible message: the Saviour, the Messiah had been born.
This was followed by a host of angels who could not help but sing glory to God.
Later, the shepherds saw the baby Jesus. They then returned home: not in
silence and awe, but in song. They were overwhelmed with an encounter with
Almighty God! Heaven and earth had been brought together. They simply
couldn’t stop themselves from praising and glorifying God.
For Mary, the Shepherds and the Eastern Men too, that first Christmas brought
in a time of hope: hope for the helpless, pardon for the guilty, and forgiveness
for the conscious stricken. Good news for those who had had nothing but bad
news! From that time on, people have tried to express their gratitude, thanks
and wonder at God’s love and mercy. Over the centuries, countless poets and
musicians have composed music for us to sing. At no other time in the year, is so
much music used to describe and express one moment in history.
Traditionally, December is a time for concerts and services of Christmas music.
We come together to sing carols and other songs that express the wonder of
God’s Gift to us. Unfortunately, last year, the coronavirus restricted or even
cancelled our musical festivities. This month, we may be in a better position to
worship together.
Jesus has given us hope; forgiven our sin; and continues to impart faith and heal
our spiritual wounds. Isn’t that something to always sing about? O come let us
adore Him, Christ the Lord!
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From the editors ...
Welcome to the December/January issue of the Messenger. As you will be
aware, this is the last issue that we shall be editing. It's hard to believe it's 10
years since we started out on our Messenger 'journey', and it has been a most
enjoyable time. We have learnt a lot about many aspects of the fellowship and
have been introduced to all sorts of organisations. We would like to thank all
those who have contributed to the magazine over this time, and these
contributions have made the magazine what it is. We have received many kind
and encouraging comments over the years, and these have been much
appreciated. We are very grateful to Carolyn Barton who has very kindly
agreed to take over as editor and we wish her well as she takes on this role.
We're sure you will continue to support her as you've supported us. Please see
her contact details on page 31.
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and God's blessings throughout 2022.
Keith and Mary

This is the last copy of The Messenger that Keith and Mary will be producing.
They have done an amazing job as editors over the last 10 years and we all
appreciate their time, commitment and dedication .
So Keith and Mary – A huge THANK YOU from all the church family. Enjoy the
extra time that this will give you and you can look forward to reading all the
news first hand when The Messenger comes out in February, under the new
editor, Carolyn Barton.
Thank you again, with love and God’s blessings on you both,
Carol – on behalf of all the Petersfield and Liss church family.

Stop Press!
New Elders
At the recent Church meeting, the following elders were elected: Tim Abbott,
Wendy Cassar, Jim Cleverly, Keith Evans, Mary Fair, Mike Pennicotte-Henrie, Val
Torrance, Carol Tubbs and Ron Wing. The induction and ordination of the elders
will take place at the Communion Service on Sunday 16 January.
John Clyde
It is with sadness that we report the recent death of John Clyde. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his family at this time.
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Church Christmas Card
As in previous years, I am planning to produce a church Christmas card. this is
an opportunity to send your Christmas wishes to everyone at church, Please
send me your greetings by 12 December at the latest and I will incorporate
them into a card that will be distributed to everyone in the congregation.
Mary Evans

Update on regular weekday activities
 Connie's Handicraft Group will be meeting on Tuesday 14 December, and
not on the 3rd Tuesday. This is just for December. The following meeting
will take place on Tuesday 18 january
 The next Drop in tea afternoon will be from 2-4pm on Thursday 16
December. Everyone is very welcome to call in for a chat and a cuppa, and
maybe a mince pie! Future dates have yet to be decided.
 Women’s Fellowship – Dec 14th – come and join us for a pre-Christmas
celebration, in the CFC at 7.30pm. Bring a small plate of yummy food to
share!
We will not be having Women’s Fellowship in January but will start again on
the 2nd Tuesday of the month in February and subsequent months.
 Pandemic Prayer - there will be Thursday evening Pandemic Prayer times on
Zoom for December. Arrangements for January are still to be decided.

Rotas - December 2021/January 2022
Date
December 5
December 12
December 19
December 25
January 2
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

Duty Elders
Mike Pennicotte-Henrie & Carol Tubbs
Carolyn Barton & Rosemary Ward
Julie Pejnovic & John Lewis
Carol Tubbs & Jo Oru

To be advised

AV
Carolyn Barton
John Lewis
Keith Evans
David Darling
David Darling
Keith Evans
John Lewis
Carolyn Barton
Norbert Szekely
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar – December 2021
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

1
2
4
5
6
7

Friday
Sunday

17
19

Thursday
Christmas
Eve
Christmas
Day
Sunday

23
24

2 pm
10 am
8 am
10.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm
10 am
8 pm
10.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
2 pm
7.30 pm
2 pm
10 am
2 pm
7.30 pm
10 am
9.30 am
11 am
4 pm
10 am
6 pm

Thursday

9

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

12
13
14

25

10 am

Wednesday 15
Thursday
16

26

Home Fellowship Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
CFC & Zoom
Men's Breakfast
Hurst Barn
Alan Jones - Gift Service
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
Little Fishes Toddler Group
CFC
Elders' Meeting
CFC
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
12 Geddes Way
Liss Band
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
Little Fishes Toddler Group
CFC
Connie's Handicraft Group
CFC
Women's Fellowship
CFC
Home Fellowship Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Drop in Teatime
CFC
Home Fellowship Group
Buckmore Farmhouse
Friday Fellowship
CFC
Christmas Communion at St Paul's, Liss
JFC Service
Carol Singing at The Shed, Bordon
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Candlelight Carol Service at St Paul's, Liss
The Minister
Combined Service with Methodists
No Service

Please note Services are held at College Street, Petersfield unless otherwise
stated
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar – January 2022
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

2
4
5
6

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

9
10
11
13

Friday
Saturday

14
15

10.30 am
7.30pm
2 pm
10 am
8 pm
10.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
10 am
7.30 pm
7 pm
2 pm

Sunday

16

10.30 am

Monday
Tuesday

17
18

Friday
Sunday

21
23

1 pm
9.30 am
2 pm
2 pm
10 am
8 pm
10 am
10.30 am

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Sunday
Monday

24
25
27
30
31

1 pm
9.30 am
10 am
10.30 am
1 pm

Wednesday 19
Thursday
20

Ron Wing
Elders' Meeting
CFC
Home Fellowship Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
12 Geddes Way
The Minister
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
Little Fishes Toddler Group
CFC
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
Buckmore Farmhouse
Drinks & Nibbles etc. at Liss
St Paul's
Afternoon tea and
CFC
entertainment
The Minister - Holy Communion
Induction and Ordination of Elders
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
Little Fishes Toddler Group
CFC
Connie's Handicraft Group
CFC
Home Fellowship Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
12 Geddes Way
Friday Fellowship
The Minister
Followed by Church Meeting and Shared Lunch
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
Little Fishes Toddler Group
CFC
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Mary Fair
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more
Missions each month. If you support a mission that has any information and
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included
We were formed in April 2001 through the merger of
the Society of St Dismas (founded in 1962) and St
Petroc Housing association (founded in 1972). Both
organisations shared a passion for housing and
supporting vulnerable single people.
Our vision today is to give people who are homeless, vulnerable or in need of
support, the opportunity to build a brighter future.
We have services in Berkshire, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth,
Southampton and Sussex.
We support 16-65 year olds. Our services include outreach to rough sleepers,
supported accommodation (direct access hostels, move-on accommodation,
and resettlement flats), day centres, community support, housing first and
landlord support services.
George – Chance for Change
For many of our clients, a move into a home of their own and a settled way of
life is a huge success, but George, a young client from our Portsmouth Foyer,
has his sights set on a more adventurous future!
After successfully gaining a qualification to teach English as a foreign language,
George passed a gruelling assessment in the Lake District and was accepted for
the Rites of Passage programme. Run by international charity, Chance for
Change, the programme helps young people move away from relying on
homeless services and benefits – and step towards independent adult lives.
George has since made two camping expeditions to the Lake District, learning
how to negotiate the land, solve problems and take responsibility for himself
and his team. The trips are a great way for participants to gain the skills,
confidence and motivation to become more independent.
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George planned a fully independent expedition to walk Hadrian’s Wall and
wants to put his qualification to good use by volunteering abroad for the Chance
for Change charity.
After the program he will be given membership of the Youth Hostel
Organisation, so he can travel and work between the many thousands of Youth
Hostels around the world. He hopes that a volunteering role will lead into paid
work and is excited for the future with
homelessness as a distant memory.
Latest update: George waved goodbye to the
Foyer in Portsmouth and has headed to live in
a low support flat in Kendal Foyer. He’s been
accepted to study full time at Kendal College
before planning to volunteer abroad and
explore the world.
Portsmouth Foyer is a 48 roomed property which provides accommodation for
young people between 16 and 25 who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.
Referrals via Portsmouth City Council Housing Options team.
We are pleased to support Two Saints each year with gifts from our Harvest
Thanksgiving service and on our Gift Service in December.

A new Bible for all your family
In partnership with Youth for Christ and several
other family-focussed organisations, the Bible
Society has created an edition of the Bible
specifically designed for families.
The Good News Bible – Family Edition has plenty of features to help each
member of the family engage with the Bible at their own pace.
The Bible Society says: “We know that doing Bible reading as a group can be
difficult, so we have designed this new Bible to be a resource that encourages
families to respond creatively to the text, whilst supporting individual
preferences for engaging.
Based on the five themes of THINK, CHAT, DO, CREATE and WATCH, the Bible
contains “plenty of interactions” to suit every member of a family.
The aim is to allow families “to journey through the Bible together”, and in the
process come closer to God, and to each other.
Find out more at: biblesociety.org.uk/gnbfamily
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Epiphany for today
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from the East
who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).
At the start of a New Year, are we asking the same question? The gifts they
offered show us how we can find Him in the uncertainty of the coming
year: ‘they bowed down and worshipped Him…and presented Him with gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11).
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to rule
over us all. In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is on the
throne, the seat of power and authority in the whole universe. Will we crown
Him king of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to Him?
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly king, but
God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s people and so this
gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and prayer. Will we offer our
praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us through this time?
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s birth and
life, to His death which would secure life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh on the
cross and was a spice used in His tomb. As we face this New Year, we can be
confident that Jesus knows and understands us. Are we ready to trust Him?

‘Glorious now behold
Him arise, King and God
and Sacrifice! Heav’n
sings
Hallelujah:
Hallelujah the earth
replies.’ (‘We
Three
Kings’).
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The naming of Jesus
Matthew and Luke tell how the angel instructed that Mary’s baby was to be
named Jesus – a common name meaning ‘saviour’. The Church recalls the
naming of Jesus on 1st January – eight days after 25th December (by the Jewish
way of reckoning days). In Jewish tradition, the male babies were circumcised
and named on their eighth day of life.
For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special significance. In Jewish
tradition, names expressed aspects of personality. Jesus’ name permeated His
ministry, and it does so today: we are baptised in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38),
we are justified through the name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11); and God the Father has
given Jesus a name above all others (Phil 2:9). All Christian prayer is through
‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, and it is ‘at the name of Jesus’ that one day every knee
shall bow.
Have you ever wondered where the name ‘Jesus’ comes from?
The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that occurs in several languages. It
is of Hebrew origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua. There is also the Hebrew-Aramaic
form, ‘Yesua’. In Greek, it became ‘ Ἰησοῦς’ (Iēsoûs), and in Latin it became
‘Iesus’.
The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ or ‘Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh
is salvation’. No wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke (1:26-33) told Mary to name
her baby Jesus: “because He will save His people from their sins.”

The incarnation was a historical and unrepeatable event with permanent
consequences. Reigning at God’s right hand today is the man Christ Jesus, still
human as well as divine, though now His humanity has been glorified. Having
assumed our human nature, He has never discarded it, and He never will. – John
Stott
Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. – Corrie ten Boom
In His love He clothes us, enfolds us and embraces us; that tender love
completely surrounds us, never to leave us. As I saw He is everything that is
good. – Julian of Norwich
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St Paul, the first Christian intellectual
This month, on 25th January, the Church celebrates probably the most famous
conversion of all. At least, what happened to a young man called Saul on the
road to Damascus has become a byword for all instant conversions – what is
known as a ‘damascene’ moment. Saul was a devout Jew, a Pharisee, a student
of Gamaliel and a fierce critic of the followers of Jesus, then a very new sect on
the religious scene.
On his way to Damascus to start a purge of Christians in that city, he was blinded
by a bright light and heard a voice saying, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me?’ He asked the identity of the voice, and was told: ‘Jesus, whom you are
persecuting’. Stunned by the experience, he followed further instructions which
led him to a Christian man in Damascus, who prayed with him. As he did, Saul’s
sight was restored.
The experience convinced Paul that Jesus – crucified in Jerusalem four or five
years earlier – was in fact the Messiah and had risen from the dead. After a
period of instruction, Saul was baptised and took the name Paul. At first, some
Christians were wary about the reality of his conversion, but over a period of
time he was accepted and indeed eventually recognised as an ’apostle’, a
‘special messenger’ of Jesus Christ.
His intellectual stature and leadership gifts quickly marked him out, and within a
few years he became a leading figure in the emerging Christian Church,
preaching and founding churches all over the Middle East, largely of Gentile
converts. He was eventually martyred in Rome, probably in 65AD.
Paul was the first intellectual of the Christian Church, the man who was able to
set the events of the life and teaching of Jesus, and especially His death and
resurrection, into a coherent theology, with its roots very clearly in the Jewish
faith of his own upbringing.
Many people think of Paul as a rather negative, narrow misogynist, but even a
quick reading of his letters actually reveals a person of great warmth, who
evoked enormous affection and devotion from others. ‘You would have plucked
out your eyes and given them to me!’ he writes to the Christians at Galatia. As
for the charge hat Paul disliked women, even a quick read of his letters will
reveal how large a role women played in his churches. In terms of the first
century, St Paul was a dangerous liberal! So, all in all, the amazing Paul of
Tarsus deserves a bit of celebrating on 25th January.
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Pandemic Prayer
Each week the Daily Devotions from the URC are publishing a “pandemic
prayer”. This is one written during November.
God, in your great goodness,
hear our prayers for all who suffer:
suffering from Covid 19, whether it be short or long,
suffering from fear of getting sick,
suffering from treatment or investigation delayed,
suffering from exhaustion and overwork in all avenues of caring,
suffering from the burdens of decision-making and tough choices,
suffering from loss and grief unending.
We, so fragile, pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
By the Revd Neil Thorogood, minister of Thornbury URC and Trinity-Henleaze
URC in Bristol

Books of the Bible
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the
word of God, which is central to our Christian faith.
This month we are focusing on ... Revelation
 What type of book is it? Prophecy
 Who wrote it? John the Apostle.
 When was it written? about 95AD
It is very fitting that as we come to the end of the year, we are considering the
last book of the Bible. Even more fitting is that, at this time of year, our
thoughts are focussed on the birth of Jesus - His first coming. Revelation gives
us a glimpse of the time when Jesus will return in glory - the Second coming. In
this book, John describes a vision he has had from God about future happenings.
This is perhaps one of the most difficult books of the Bible to read and
understand, as there is a great deal of symbolic imagery used to describe this
message from God. The book starts with warnings to some of the churches of
the time, but is primarily a book of hope when God will triumph over evil.
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For our younger readers ...
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Crossword
Across
1 Provisional meeting
place of God and the
Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son,
killed when his head got
caught in a tree during
a battle with his father
(2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of
the west coast of South
America in the 15th
and early 16th
centuries (5)
10 Small deer of
European and Asian
extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn
(7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
are as____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
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6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)
(7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people
from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
Solution on page 31

Wordsearch for December
Christmas is nearly here! Two thousand years ago the Jews were longing for the
coming of their Messiah. The Old Testament had promised that when He came,
He would preach good news to the poor, bind up the broken hearted, proclaim
freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favour, comfort all who mourn and to bestow on His
people a crown of beauty instead of ashes. Jesus did all those things. He was
and is the Son of God, and whoever has seen Him has seen the Father. Whoever
believes in Him will have the best gift of all – His Spirit within them, which gives
them eternal life.
Messiah
Broken
Heart
Freedom
Darkness
Favour
Prisoners
Comfort
Mourn
Bestow
Crown

Beauty
Ashes
Son
God
Jesus
Seen
Father
Whoever
longing
thousand
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Sudoku

Easy

Medium

Maze
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News from the United Reformed Church
Stepwise is making a difference!
What is Stepwise?
Stepwise is an integral part of Walking the Way – living the life of Jesus today,
the United Reformed Church’s focus on whole-life discipleship and mission.
Wessex Synod is delighted that Stepwise is now part of the life of the Synod with
people having completed the first stream, while others are just about to start. A
Synod Stepwise Advocacy Group has been formed and they have been working
hard to make sure that all the procedures are put in place to ensure that
Stepwise has been able to happen through the last 18 months.
Stepwise is a programme of learning and discipleship development for everyone
– including you! – whether you are exploring and enriching your personal faith
life, discerning where God’s call on your life may be leading, preparing for a new
direction, or developing a specific role within your community or church.
One key aspect is that, as a Stepwise participant, your group will have a
facilitator and you will also have a mentor who will be with you throughout your
Stepwise stream. The Synod Advocacy Group is ensuring safe recruitment and
orientation of voluntary facilitators and mentors.
What is a Stepwise Stream? Stepwise has five streams: Faith Filled Life, Faith
Filled Worship, Faith Fuelled Leadership, Faith Filled Confidence and Faith Filled
Community. Everyone starts with Faith Filled Life, and then after that depends
on you! You don’t have to follow any set path through it.
Stepwise is open to anyone who is keen to reflect on and develop their Christian
faith. If you’re ready to be stimulated and challenged – and want to make a
difference in your own life and the lives of others – then Stepwise could be just
what you’re looking for.
Stepwise is learner orientated and designed to draw on the strengths and to
address the needs of individual learners, in the context of their communities
and churches. The programme emphasises the vital importance of people
learning from their daily lives, wherever and whoever God calls them to be.
There are different start times, so there should be a group that is convenient for
you – either online or in person.
This is what you need to know
 All participants wanting to engage in the Stepwise programme will have to
begin with completing Faith Filled Life
 If you want to participate in Faith Filled Life, go to our Synod website and fill
in an application form, and send this to Ruth Heine,
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 development@urcwessex.org.uk
You will then be contacted by a member of the Synod Advocacy Group.
 Synod will identify where the learning Hubs will be located within the Synod,
and what online offering there may be.
 Groups will be formed logically for participants and will be registered with
Synod. This will connect you for your login for your online learning.
 You will have a mentor throughout Stepwise, and if you are unable to
identify one from your church, you will be given help to find one.
If you want to know any more about this, please contact
Mary Thomas dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk or Ray Stanyon dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
items from the November edition of the Synod Newsletter
Safeguarding Training – online dates in 2022 - This safeguarding training is
delivered online across three sessions. Participants must attend each of the
three sessions to complete the training and gain a certificate. Booking is
essential. Tuesday evenings, 7pm – 8.30pm.
15th March 2022
22nd March 2022
29th March 2022
At the time of booking please say which breakout group you would like to be in;
Children & Youth focus, Adults at Risk focus, or Church Leadership focus. Please
also give your home address for the Handout Pack which will be posted to you in
advance of the training.
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar December and January
December
The Haven @Banbury, Portsmouth: Christ Church Milton,
5
United Church Ferndown
12 Fleet, Southampton: Pear Tree Green, Weymouth: Hope
Reading: Grange, Salisbury,
19 Poole: Longfleet – Thanksgiving Service for their closure on
31/12/21
The Moderator and Synod Staff,
26
Abingdon: Peachcroft Christian Centre, Petersfield &Liss
January
Salisbury: Broad Chalke,
2
Southampton: Isaac Watts Memorial Church
9 Broadstone, Romsey: Abbey URC
16 Andover, Trinity Church, Totton
23 Wareham, The Spire Church, Farnham
30 Marlow, Christchurch: Burton Green
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Lectionary Bible Readings for December and
January
December

5

Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6

12 Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

January

19 Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10;
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
26 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:4152
2 Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14;
John 1:(1-9), 10-18
9 Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
16 Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
23 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a;
Luke 4:14-21
30 Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13;
Luke 4:21-30

Important - Sensitive issues
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the
content is suitable for public exposure. When composing an article, if there is
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the
website, please inform the editor, Carolyn Barton.
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views of
Petersfield and Liss URC leadership.

The deadline for the February Messenger is Sunday 16 January 2022. Please
send articles to Messenger Editor, Carolyn Barton, tel 01730 265884 e-mail
carolynbarton.barton6@gmail.com

Solution to Crossword on page 26
ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11,Captured. 13, Fright.
15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar 22, Amazing. 23, Settlement.
DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6,Sacrifices. 9,
Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19,Exist. 20, Save.
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Church Contact Details
Church

Petersfield : College Street,
Petersfield GU31 4AG

Liss : Hillbrow Road,
Liss GU33 7PX

01730 266475
Minister

Rev Joshua Thomas
Tel 07734 254983

minister@petersfieldurc.com
Church Office

Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays

Church &
Community
Worker
Telephone

Mrs Jo Hopkins
01730 266475

Website

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com
Church Family Centre
01730 266475
www.petersfieldurc.com

E-mail

admin@petersfieldurc.com

Sunday
Services

Mornings at 10.30 am
Services will be held at College Street

Secretary

Mrs Carol Tubbs
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane
Liss Forest
GU33 7BJ
Tel 01730 893489
Mobile 07766 412160.
Mr Jim Cleverly,
4 Crundles,
Petersfield GU31 4PJ
Tel 01730 300558

Treasurer

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ;
and to make disciples”
Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office

