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From the Minister ..
I sit here in mid-October writing my monthly message for
November’s magazine and pondering quite how that has
happened… I’m sure just yesterday, the sun was shining and
we were dealing with sweltering 35 degree heat, yet, here I
am looking out on a cold grey afternoon and starting to
ponder advent and Christmas!
Plans are well and truly underway for the lead up to Christmas this year and
complete details will be given out in the coming weeks on a nice little
postcard which we hope you’ll make use of, jotting down the relevant
dates, but then passing it to a friend or a neighbour as an invitation to join
us at this special time of the year.
All the usual fixtures are planned out including our gift service to support
the work of Two Saints once again, Liss Band’s service, a candlelit
communion service in the CFC, a quiet, reflective communion service up at
Liss, followed by the slightly louder and more energetic 10.30 service led by
our children and young people, Christmas Eve christingles and carols by
candlelight up at Liss and our 10am family service on Christmas morning
itself. There will however, also be a very special forest church event up at
Les and Connie’s Alpaca farm and an evening in which our church garden
will be transformed into a winter wonderland for carol singing, food and
drink and a visit from the big man in red himself. More details, as I say, are
coming your way, but please do take the opportunity to use the card to
invite someone along to hear something of the true meaning of the season
this year.
We will also be using these services and events to promote an evangelism
course called ‘Hope Explored’ which we will be running as a church in
January of next year for three consecutive Thursday evenings. If you might
be in a position to offer to help or to cook a meal for the participants on
either the 12th, 19th or 26th, I’d be delighted to hear from you.
Obviously though we have November to come before we get to the lead up
to Christmas. November as I’ve reflected before, is a month for
remembering. We remember with gratitude and respect those who have
lost their lives in conflict fighting on our behalf throughout the years.
Unfortunately, war is still something that we live with across the globe.
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We are painfully aware of the continuing situation between Ukraine and
Russia, and we remember those who have lost their lives, loved ones and
homes because of this conflict and we continue to pray for a peaceful
resolution.
Through my work over in Basingstoke, I have really had my eyes opened to
the plight of those who have fled their country due to the threat of violence
and in fear for their lives. We have been supporting several young men
from Iran, many of them who are Christian’s, who because of their faith,
have seen their families taken away from them and have simply run, in fear
for their lives. We have all seen the tragic scenes of people arriving on our
shores in inadequate boats, but we often don’t think much beyond what we
have seen. I am witnessing what happens next to these people and it
honestly breaks your heart to sit with them and hear their stories. Our
Christian faith makes us want to embrace them and welcome them, yet that
is far from the response they have received from our government and some
of the accommodation they are being placed in is just appalling. Beyond
this, there is a constant threat that they could be taken at any point and
sent anywhere the government fancies to make them someone else’s
problem. Please pray for anyone in our world who has seen and
experienced conflict of any kind this November. We are called to welcome
the stranger in our midst, and I thank you to all of those people who
responded to donate warm clothes and toiletries to these men, I can tell
you, I took the bags over on Monday just gone and everything was taken
and appreciated so very much.
A prayer.
Lord God, you hold the whole world in your hands and your heart breaks
when you see injustice towards any of your children. This November, help
us to remember the sacrifice made by so many to allow us freedom. We
pray too for those who don’t have the luxury of such freedom, for those
who are persecuted because of their faith in you. Help us to welcome the
stranger in our midst, each one of them is made in your image and in
welcoming them, we welcome you. Help us to stand up to injustice and to
do what we can to support and care for those in our community, in our
country and across our world. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ who
was born into humility in a borrowed stable. Amen.
Every blessing,
Your brother in Christ, Josh.
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Hello everyone,
Firstly, apologies for the lack of snippets in October Messenger – I was on
holiday and wasn’t organised enough to write them 2 weeks early!
Since being back from the most restful holiday I can remember, life has
leapt into the fast lane again and as a result there is a lot to tell you about!
There are several pieces of information from our October Elders’ meeting.
1. I am delighted that Julie Pejnovic has agreed to take on the job of web
manager. This relieves Josh of one job he has been doing for quite a
number of months. Thank you to both Josh and Julie.
2. We are extremely thankful to Wessex Synod who have awarded us 2
grants. The first is to cover 50% of the AV upgrade that will be
undertaken in November – see below for further details of that- and
the second allows us to continue to employ Jo as our Development
Worker for a further 3 years. We are so pleased that Synod have
recognized the valuable work that Jo does for our church and the
wider community.
3. The proposed Gift Service has been put on hold for the moment until
we are further forward with the sanctuary renovations.
Josh, Jo and I attended Synod recently at Woking URC. It brought back many
memories as I was married there in 1975! One of the main topics under
discussion was the Wessex Synod Ministerial Deployment Strategy. As you
may know Wessex is under a moratorium whereby they cannot employ any
new ministers until the number we already have severely decreases. This is
because some other Synods have far less than we have. This is a very
difficult and controversial subject and extremely difficult for churches that
are already in a vacancy and have been for some time. Suffice to say that
we are extremely fortunate that Josh became our minister before all of this
– please appreciate him and look after him!
As the sanctuary will be out of action for a couple of weeks in November,
due to the AV work, we will be meeting in the CFC and the pattern of
worship will be slightly different to normal. Please take note of all the
changes which I will list below.
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I will also put in all the Christmas services and activities in order that you
can put them in your diary and not miss any!
God bless you all,
Carol
Dates for your diaries –
• Nov 13th – Communion service (Remembrance Service) Josh will lead,
and Mary Fair will preside over communion
• Nov 20th – due to the sanctuary work the service will take place in the
CFC and will be an all-age worship
• Nov 22nd – Tuesday at 7.30pm - Church meeting and AGM to include
election of elders
• Nov 27th – 1st Sunday in Advent and this will be in the CFC – all age
worship. This will be led by Mary Fair as Josh is in Basingstoke

Message from our Church and Community
Worker...
In this time with so much change, so much uncertainty, so much hate in the
world, thank goodness for our faith. Thank goodness for the family, our
Church family. Who support one another through the very hardest of times,
through loneliness, death, and grief. But also, through the best of times,
birthdays, the URC 50th celebrations or just a belly laugh of nonsense. Love
for the Lord and one another holds us together. God is Love, love has no
bounds, no boundaries, no distance.
Last year I was given a mug. On the outside, in a triangle, it says “I am so
many things”. Inside the mug, on one of the lines, it says, “I am
outrageously loved and the next line “I am not alone”. I know this because
my friend tells me every time, I see her, or she texts me… But I also know
how much God loves me and you, through the Holy Spirit and scripture we
are blessed. The language of love is made up in so many ways, they are not
just the big gestures, but the small everyday ones too. I love my mug and as
the teagoes down, I read the lines and it always makes me smile, as does a
text or phone call, a doorstep chat. Or putting something in for the
foodbank, smiling at a stranger or helping them cross the road.
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Some people do it without thinking, others put themselves in danger to
make sure aid gets through to war torn countries and to help refugees.
Whatever your actions are I hope they are done with love, as in these hard
times love will shine through, and through our little acts of love, God will
be at work in our hearts, homes, and communities. I hope you know you are
loved outrageously.
Jo Xx

In October Josh and I collected the Children and youth friendly award from
Claire at the Wessex Synod meeting in Working, For Petersfield and Liss
sites. Great worship in the morning and interesting workshop in the
afternoon.
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Harvest was fabulous, an amazing time to give thanks for all we
have.
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Jean and the team did a super job with display as did JFC with their fun
vegetables. Followed by a wonderful, shared lunch, with everyone rolling
home or to the woods for Forest Church Harvest.

Nice place to sit and listen to a Harvest
message
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made their own Harvest display at St Paul’s Liss

And are learning about God’s amazing world, and all the plants and animals

God made. And how we need to look after it. And one another.

Page 11

Page 12

Food Bank Updates
Our opening times are: Stock and Donations: Mondays and
Wednesdays: 9.30 am – 11.30 am
Distribution: Tuesdays and Fridays:
9.30 am – 11.30 am
At Petersfield Methodist Church
For more information please check our website: Petersfield Food Bank
(pactfoodbank.org.uk)

Open every Wednesday from 2.30pm till
3pm. You can meet us, enjoy a cuppa and take
away your food bags. Can’t get to St. Paul’s?
Then a Wednesday delivery can be arranged if
a request is made by lunchtime on Monday. Text or call Nigel on 07598
949379 or Sarah on 07741 455041.
The Liss Foodbank is for surrounding villages as well as Liss. It can be
accessed for your short-term need without a referral.
Food donation points are the St. Mary’s Church porch, Station Road and the
Triangle centre reception (mornings), or bring donations to St. Paul’s on a
Wednesday afternoon.

Free Shop Petersfield
The Shop collects food from supermarkets, farms, community gardens and
others, that would otherwise go to waste.
Anyone is welcome to come along and take what they need.
It is not part of the Food Bank; the goal is purely to keep good food out of
landfill.
The Free Shop is located to the right of Petersfield Station Entrance.
Opening times: Wednesday 1.30 pm – 3 pm
Friday & Saturday 10 am – 12 noon
For more information contact: easthampshirerail.co.uk/freeshop-shop
Or call Lucy on 07988043870
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Petersfield and Liss United Reformed Church
Update on regular weekday activities
Please note the following updates.
• Drop in Tea – Drop-In Tea for 8th November will
be on the. This is an opportunity for anyone to
come to the CFC for a chat and a cuppa and even
some cake! Call in any time between 2 and 4pm.
Come when you can - go when you must! We look forward to
seeing you then.
Julie, Keith and Mary

Rotas –
Date
November 6
November 13
November 20
November 27

Duty Elders
Val Torrance
Ron Wing
Carol Tubbs & Tim Abbott
Mike PH

AV
David Darling
Keith Evans
David Oru
Carolyn Barton

Welcomers’ Rota
Date
November 6
November 13
November 20
November 27

Welcomers
Wendy Cassar
Ron Wing
Kay Penicotte-Henrie
Sue bone

▪ Please arrive 30mins before start of the service
▪ When all have arrived, count the adults and children, and enter the
numbers on the notice board record sheet.
▪ Carry the offertory box to the Communion Table for the service.
▪ If your date is not suitable, please adjust with another person as a
swap.
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar –November 2022
Please note Services are held at College Street, Petersfield unless
otherwise stated
Tuesday

1

9.30 am

Little Fishes

CFC

7.70 pm

Elders’ Meeting

CFC

Home Group

1 Crundles

Prayer Meeting

Sanctuary

Wednesday

2

2.30 pm

Thursday

3

10 am
7.30 pm

Home Group

Buckmore Farmhouse

8 pm

Home Group

12 Geddes Way

Saturday

5

9.30 am

Sunday
Monday

6
7

Tuesday

8

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

10
11
12
13
14

Tuesday

13

10. 30 am
1 pm
4 -5 pm
9.30 am
2-4 pm
7.30 pm
10 am
10.30 am
9.30 am
10.30 am
1 pm
4-5 pm
9.30 am
2 pm

Wednesday 16
Thursday 17

PACT Hub

CFC

Esme Kelly
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Forest Church Liss
St Paul’s Liss
Little Fishes
CFC
Drop – in Tea
CFC
Women’s Fellowship
CFC
Prayer Meeting
Sanctuary
Friday Fellowship
CFC
PACT Hub
CFC
Communion Minister & Mary Fair
Ladies’ bible Studies
CFC
Forest Church Liss
St Paul’s Liss
Little Fishes
CFC
Connie’s Handicraft
CFC
Group
Home Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
Sanctuary
Home Group
Buckmore Farmhouse
Home Group
12 Geddes Way
PACT Hub
CFC
Minister CFC

Saturday
Sunday

19
20

2. 30 pm
10 am
7.30 pm
8 pm
9.30 am
10.30 am

Monday

21

1 pm

Ladie’s Bible Studies

CFC

4-5 pm

Forest Church Liss

Liss

9.30 am

Little Fishes

CFC

7.30 pm

Church Meeting

CFC

10 am

Prayer Meeting

Sanctuary

Tuesday
Thursday

22
24
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(Continued)
Saturday

26

9. 30 am

Sunday

27

10.30 am

Monday

28

1 pm

Tue

4-5 pm
29 9.30

PACT Hub

CFC
Mary Fair CFC

Ladies’ Bible Studies

CFC

Forest Church Liss
Little Fishes

St Paul’s Liss
CFC

Tony Phillips - Petersfield and Liss United Reformed Church – Publication
Date: 26th October
Good News
Despite the evils of war, oppression, famine, drought, deluge, and pollution
around the world reported on a daily basis, we rarely hear of the huge
numbers of those from all faiths and humanists whose wonderful acts of
kindness, compassion and care for those inflicted with poverty, disease,
loneliness, pain, illness or starvation is given.
Your local community says THANK YOU. The world is so much a better
place thanks to your altruistic actions of love, concern, and care often for
peoples, lands local and far away that we shall never visit. We have in-built
a capacity to care and provide for others, God’s creation, and planet along
with our own advancement of position, power, and materialism. Finding the
balance between possession and giving is related to our beliefs.
The Humanists are an amazing group of people, so are those with a belief in
a god. Many of those with a faith believe in creation and a creator God
along with a life after this one on earth.
As Christians we believe in a Creator, Father God and a Life Eternal.
However, to access knowledge of this truth, is through His Son Jesus who
we declare is ALIVE, loves and knows each of us more than we can ever
comprehend, despite all that may be in our past. In a world of choice Jesus
wants each of us to choose Him on a daily basis; to know Him through the
scriptures, through worship, praise, prayer, song, daily readings/devotions,
joining church groups on bible study/discussion and sharing Alpha group
and even Worship at Christmas.
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Few of us have Saul/St Paul moments like his travel to Damascus, yet we
feel His presence and love in our lives no matter whether in pain in bed,
enjoying the beauty of the countryside, on holiday, first day at school,
college or work or praying silently for a friend or world situation. Jesus is
there listening, but His response is not instant and not always for what we
have asked.
Knowing Jesus will enable us to know Father God and His Holy Spirit and
knowing The Son of God and His Bible will show us the way to live. Many
Christians like me are still work in progress as I have much still to correct
and improve, however His power and strength will help me to achieve
greater improvement than by me alone.
Jesus wants each of us to believe He is God’s Son, to worship and love
Father God, love “our neighbours”, confess our wrongs also forgiving others
wrongs to us, and lastly to love our family and ourselves.
The Son of God in scripture is a Servant King who died and rose back to life
to free us from our wrongs. This supreme sacrifice entitles Him to forgive
each of us and as His gift perfects us for Eternal life. So Eternal Life for a
Christian is a gift, not earned (however we might try)
Jesus is the way, the truth and the life! Being God the Son, we need to
choose Him, love and believe in Him.
You are welcome to share Christian worship at any of our local churches
particularly during the December period

What happens then?
A little boy was taken Christmas shopping by his mother. He watched the
escalator going down for several minutes, and then asked with concern:
“What happens when the ground floor gets full of steps?”
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more
Missions each month. If you support a mission that has any information
and prayer updates, please send these to the editor so that they can be
included
UKRAINE MISSION UPDATE
Thank you so much for your continued donations to Ukraine Christian
Partnership, to both individuals and groups, including Connie’s Handicraft
Group who gave a further £115. We are so appreciative of all your
donations - and prayers.
We continue to pray for peace in Ukraine. We would also ask for your
prayers for the coming months and winter. For both our usual villages in
Transcarpathia and our new friends in Kherson (southern Ukraine), we have
been helping with the purchase of firewood to help them through the
winter months. In Kherson, the situation is getting increasingly difficult with
food supplies dwindling, heightened tension and fighting close by.
On a happier note, the church was recently the venue for a Cossacks Day
event. This was put on by Ukrainians in Petersfield as a thank you to host
families. The evening concert (in the photos) was thoroughly enjoyed by
both hosts and Ukrainians alike.
David Darling
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Hampshire and The Islands Historic Churches Trust
Ride and Stride 2022

Report from URC Church Petersfield & Liss of the
four riders.
Thank you to all our sponsors and to Val Hart, Carolyn Barton and Sylvia
Bressey who gave of their time to host on Saturday 10th September.
There were 20 participants welcomed to our Church, who were
refreshed with drinks and the wonderful cakes made so diligently by Val
once more. Acknowledgment to the four commendable entrants from
our College Street Church, Doreen Lewis, Wendy Cassar, Eric Skipper and
Robin Hart, who cycled all to benefit both HIHCT and our own treasury.
The grand total raised by the donations received is £2400. The trust will
be able to collect a further £527 by virtue to those who gift aided their
giving. Thank you. This Church will benefit by £1200 as a share.
Report of Doreen Lewis ride is the following.
Mixed bag this year but ride successfully completed cycling with Martyn
Lewis. No physical calamities like last time which many may remember.
16 churches visited although only 7 were manned and 6 of the
unmanned churches didn't have a welcome signing in form either.
However, south they went, in perfect weather throughout. When they
arrived at Idsworth St Huberts, there was an archaeological dig in
progress. The team was looking for physical remains in a possible Roman
settlement. Led by an archaeologist from Chichester, a group of young
people were chipping away at what looked like chalk rubble but in fact
were bucket loads of clay pot pieces, burnt animal bones, and what
caused quite a buzz, a piece of a dagger which was approximately dated
between 8 and 10,000 years old, this to be checked after further testing.
This made for a thoroughly interesting lunch stop. The rest of the ride
went smoothly enough, down to Hayling and back to Havant.
However, chaos at Havant station rendered the return train ride home
disastrous! Due to signal faults, trains were being cancelled; tannoy
announcements with barely decipherable vocal instructions ping
ponging around just to add to the confusion.
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An hour later the magic words ‘the next train arriving is for Guildford’. At
last! The crowd couldn’t get on quick enough. A mad surge entailed from
lots of other commuters. Doreen crammed herself into the bike
compartment, already overfull, with standing room only. HOORAH. Over
the tannoy "next stop Guildford" WHAT!!! Horror and frustration wells
up through her stupidity. Had to stand it out until Guildford, only to find
the delays were as bad there! At least Doreen had somewhere to sit out
the next hour or so. Finally, after checking with 3 mature people, (she
had long since distrusted her own ability) then believed the train
entering the station was the correct train to Petersfield. The relief was
so great that all her frustration melted and sat calmly for the return
home. Lesson learnt, check, listen and stay alert!! Many thanks once
again for all of the generous sponsorship given her. She did get home in
the end, trust her!!
Doreen gives her love and xx
Report of Eric Skipper ride is the following
Despite Eric’s reservations in participating as a 90 year plus aged cyclist,
he decided to tempt fate and try once more to take part and raise a few
pounds for a charity which has for many years been close to his heart.
A cycling friend joined him, and they visited 10 churches between
Petersfield and Hawkley including the ancient remains of Greatham Old
Church where supporters were clearing the overgrown tombstones on
one of the few occasions when this ancient building is open.
A light lunch was had in the Hawkley Inn where Sylvia Bressey joined
them by a car to assist up the 1 in 5 gradient to the tiny church at Priors
Dean, with more car assistance for the very long climb to High Cross,
said to be the highest parish in Hampshire! Then back to the electric
assisted bicycle along the lanes to Froxfield Green, Langrish and back to
URC Petersfield for tea and cakes. Prettiest church visited was Holy
Rood at Empshott and that with the most welcomers Blackmoor. The
earliest building of the 16 churches visited was possibly that at West Liss
which has been caringly restored by the members of the International
Presbyterian Church*. An exhausting but rewarding day was achieved
with some gratifying welcomers en route.
*This renovation also included the work of Robin Hart in 2011.
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Report of Wendy Cassar and Robin Hart ride is the following.
Wendy and Robin were joined with a cycling pal Philip Wise from Stroud,
as so often he does this annual ride. The four churches in the centre of
Petersfield were first visited, prior to departing by way of St Mary’s
Church in the serene village of Buriton. Next is the hill climb to the head
waters of the Criddell stream and over the water shed to visit the
churches of the Upper Meon valley. All Saints at East Meon where you
can see the most fascinating Tournai Font from Norman times is one of
seven brought to this country by King Stephen’s brother Henri de Blois
who lived in the nearby Court House. Further down the valley is West
Meon Church dedicated to St John the Evangelist designed by George
Gilbert Scott at the age of 21, this was his first commission in the 1840s.
From this church the ride heads to the next valley with the source of the
River Itchen, by way of the woods of Brockwood Park to visit a Grade 2
listed building with origins in historic Saxon times at Hinton Ampner.
This church still retains some pre-conquest works, which survived the
C13th rebuilding which preserved the earlier Saxon building. It stands in
the grounds of Hinton Ampner House and has the benefit of the
wonderful gardens supported by the National Trust at its gate. Not so far
distant stands another Grade 2 C12th Church of St Simon and St Jude on
high ground overlooking the Bramdean winter bourne valley. This is
reached from Hinton Ampner by crossing three flint-strewn fields all
recently harvested by way of a track plus having to lift the bicycles over a
fallen sycamore branch obstructing the pathway.
The Upper Itchen Benefice care for a small property named Church in
the Woods sited in a grove of trees on Bramdean Common. It took just
five days to build this mission church in 1883. Sheets of corrugated iron
secured to a timber frame form the whole construction. It is uncertain
what the base was constructed from, but a small flight of steps brings
you to the doorway. Above the roof, the church bell hangs in its turret
and an iron steeple points skywards, topped with a weathervane. The
idea of building this church was to give commoners, charcoal burners
and gypsy itinerants who used the common, a place to worship. It is a
spot so tranquil set in the dappled light with only the sounds of birds
calling to one another. It is here where a replacement inner tube was
fitted due to a puncture occurring whilst Wendy attempted to ride the
rough woodland trail which leads towards the fields and to the heights
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where West Tisted early Norman C11th St Mary Magdalene Church
stands. To approach this hidden little gem of a church, a moat is crossed
and is surrounded by Irish and common yew trees, of which especially
one predates the church. There are vestiges of Saxon work still visible in
the form of blocked up arch with vertical and horizontal stones.
The next church is the160 ft tall spire of Holy Trinity at Privett beckoning
from across the fields and soars high above the trees, visible for miles
around in an idyllic high spot of Hampshire. It is an extraordinary
experience to find this lavishly decorated Medieval-style church with
Italian marble mosaic floors in such a rural location. This was built in
1876-78 and was funded by William Nicholson to the sum of £22,000 - a
local benefactor and gin distiller - and designed by Gothic architect Sir
Arthur Blomfield, later responsible for the Royal College of Music.
Blomfield used the best craftsmen of the day to produce the magnificent
stonework, mosaics and stained glass which can be witnessed here.
The return home was made by way of High Cross, Froxfield Green, then
down Ashford Hanger to Steep and Sheet and to the 2008 Family Centre
for refreshments so assiduously prepared by Val.
A heartfelt thank you is extended from the four participants for all the
very generous donations given for the benefit of this Trust for the work
in many churches.
Robin Hart

Chicken Rules
One day a new chicken was introduced to the farm. The duck, who was in
charge, showed the new chicken around. “This is where you go to get
fed, this is the water trough and that is the coop. Chickens hang out near
the fence, us ducks near the pond and the geese near the gate. We’re
friendly, but we keep to our own. Oh, and whatever you do, DO NOT
cross that road. You’ll never hear the end of it.”
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Eco corner - information and updates from the
Eco Group
We offer a few tips on possibilities for more than kerbside recycling, for
refilling and reusing in Petersfield….to be good stewards of God’s beautiful
creation!
Medicine blister packs accepted at Love Lane community centre for
recycling, office open weekdays 0900 -12.30hrs, OR can be left in the same
recycling crate in church vestibule adjacent to Petersfield Infant School
items.
Plastic bag recycling available at some supermarkets including Waitrose
and Tesco’s Petersfield.
Soft plastic packaging can be returned to the Causeway Tesco store, the
majority of which can then be recycled (80% in a trial), e.g. fruit and veg
packaging, salad bags, crisp packets.
Tetrapak Cartons and paper containers (such as Pringles tubes etc.) can be
recycled at the bank site at Tesco Petersfield, The Causeway, GU31 4JR
See the adjacent Petersfield infant school recycling poster, but if it is more
convenient to you, there is a crate in the church vestibule for these items
which David Barton then kindly takes to the school.
Liss junior school, if you live in Liss or are passing you might like to know
that 9am -3pm during term time, Monday to Friday, reception will accept
the items below. You can also now leave these items in the bag for Liss
junior school in the church vestibule, to be kindly taken to the school by
Tony Phillips who lives near the school.
Liss JS:- Digestive and other biscuit wrappers; cracker and cake wrappers;
crisp packets; oral care products – toothpaste tubes and toothbrushes;
Pringle tubes, all clean and tied in a bag.
Supermarkets, free of single use plastic.
Refill and Replenish, 15 the High Street, Petersfield, Tuesdays to Saturdays
9am – 5 pm
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Juniper, 16 Lavant Street, Petersfield, Mondays to Saturdays, 9am - 5pm
Sell food stuffs, handwash, floor cleaner, other cleaning products and other
items.
1. Bring your clean containers (Tupperware, bags, jars etc)
2. Weigh your containers.
3. Fill your containers.
4. Reweigh your containers.
5. Pay.
Have you heard of Petersfield Climate Action Network? They come up with
new ideas and information on how to reduce our negative impact on the
environment, the latest include having an energy efficiency survey of your
home, costing the improvements suggested against the timeframe of
benefit gained. If you want to know more or just be added to their
newsletter they can be found at the following website:www.petersfieldcan.org
Have you seen The Petersfield Tree Trail? It is written and photographed by
Robin Hart, find out more at Petersfield Tree Trail | Petersfield Society
Fiona Darling, on behalf of the Eco group (Hannah Thomas, David Barton,
Val Hart and David Darling)

Freeze your leftover food, advises Sainsburys
During the cost-of-living crisis, shoppers should learn to freeze
everything from eggs to herbs to yoghurt, according to the
supermarket’s latest advice.
The average family wastes £60 a month by throwing food away,
according to the waste charity WRAP. “If it were a country, food waste
would have the third largest carbon footprint in the world, behind
only the USA and China,” Catherine David, from WRAP, said.
Sainsburys says that just one in ten of us even know that it is possible
to freeze eggs*. The most commonly thrown-away food includes
breads, milk and salad.
*Not in their shells

Page 25

Recycling at Petersfield Infant School
We welcome the following items which help to raise valuable funds for our school

used batteries
empty toothpaste tubes, used toothbrushes & toothbrush heads
empty crisp packets (not tubes)
used pens used stamps
red, green or blue plastic milk bottle tops
unwanted spectacles (without the cases)
household cleaning wipes packaging
tinted fabric conditioner bottles and caps
dishwasher and laundry capsules or tablets plastic packaging
plastic air freshener packaging,
air fresheners and cartridges
any brand of flexible plastic cheese pouches
plastic nets from mini cheese packets
any brand of individual plastic cheese wrappers
any brand of sliced cheese protective plastic film

All of these items help raise much needed funds for our school with the exception of the
used stamps which raise money for Canine Partners
and the spectacles, which go towards the Lions Club of Petersfield ‘Sight For Life’ initiative

Simply drop your recycling at the Front Door on St Peters Road and we will do the r est!

THANK YOU!
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The Two Minutes Silence
In the month when we think about those who have given their lives in
war, the Two Minutes Silence is a significant act of remembrance. The
silence provides an opportunity to remember those who have suffered in
war and how we can work for a peaceful world. However, we can also find
ourselves thinking about lunch or whether we’ve switched off our phone?
Victor Frankl, a victim of Auschwitz, suggested that the most intolerable of
all human conditions is not imprisonment or hunger, but lack of meaning.
The two minutes of silence enables us to connect with Jesus’ message,
which offers true meaning to our lives and world. He spoke of giving
ourselves in love for each other and the world, ‘Love your enemies and
pray for those that persecute you’ (Matthew 5:44). He also demonstrated
such love in sacrificing His own life, ‘Greater love has no-one than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15:13). When observing the
silence, let’s use it to reflect on this sacrificial love, as we call to mind
those who have laid down their lives.
In our busy lives, where so much clamours for our attention, silence gives
us an opportunity to reflect on our priorities and rediscover true meaning
in our lives. This is not just for Remembrance Sunday, as Jesus often
withdrew to find silence to seek God (eg: Luke 5:16). Let’s use silence in
our lives as space to seek God’s will and offer ourselves to Him, just as
those who gave themselves in conflict through the years.

‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary
them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the
morning we will remember them.’
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For our younger readers ...
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Crossword
Crossword Clues
Across
1 and 20 Down ‘Lord of all
_, Lord of all _, whose trust,
ever child-like, no cares
could destroy’(11,3)
9 Moses’ question to a
fighting Hebrew labourer:
‘Why are you _ your fellow
Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13) (7)
10 Acclaimed cellist who
contracted multiple sclerosis
at the height of her fame,
Jacqueline _ (2,3)
11 ‘At even _ the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay’(3)
13 A descendant of Gad (xNumbers 26:16) (4)
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _ for the gift my Father promised’ (Acts 1:4)
(4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter’s response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God rather
than men!’(Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada (4)
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6)
22 ‘Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat _
_ ‘(Matthew 13:2) (2,2)
23 Infectious tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
28 ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you’(Job
33:7) (5)
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7)
30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church’s
calendar (11)
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Down
2 ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have longed to gather your children together’
Matthew 23:37) (5)
3 Way out (4)
4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)
6 Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7)
7 Concerning the study of God (11)
8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11)
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)
14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6)
19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7)
20 See 1 Across
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25 Time (anag.) (4)
26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the _ of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord’(Romans 6:23) (4)
Answers on page 35
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A prayer

of remembering and looking forward

Loving Father,
Here we are in November, the month of short days and mist and
remembering. And this year we have so much to remember. The year our
Servant Queen left us and came to be with you, the King of Kings she had
served so faithfully. Remembering celebration and sadness Lord, as we
thank you for Queen Elizabeth, but looking forward too as we prepare for
Advent.
As we work towards Christmas, yes, we remember your coming as a baby in
Jesus, but even more reassuring in these difficult times we can hold on to
your promise that You will come back again as our glorious King, when
there will be no more death or mourning, crying or pain – when You will
make all things new, when all shall be well!
Come Lord Jesus! Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
Hope in the Darkness
Say not the struggle naught availeth,
The labour and the wounds are vain,
The enemy faints not, nor faileth,
And as things have been so they remain...
If hopes were dupes, fears may be liars;
It may be in yon smoke concealed,
Your comrades chase e’en now the fliers,
And, but for you, possess the field.
And not by eastern windows only,
When daylight comes, comes in the light;
In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly!
But westward, look, the land is bright!
From a poem by Arthur Hugh Clough
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News from the United Reformed Church
items from the October edition of the Synod News

Celebration Event – bookings now open
Saturday 26 November 2022 at London Street URC, Basingstoke.
10am – 4pm. Following the huge success of the Big Day Out in May, the
synod Children’s & Youth Work Committee bring you another great
opportunity to gather with others, share food and enjoy a celebration.
There will be many workshops to engage with (see below), a festive lunch
wrapped with worship – this will be a wonderful way to step into advent.
The day will be in three parts, Morning Workshops (10am – 12), Celebration
Worship and Lunch (12 – 2pm), and Afternoon Workshops (2 – 4pm). We
would love people to come for the whole day, but if you can only do one or
two parts then you are still very welcome. Lunch will be provided.
Publicity flier.
Workshops:
o
Forest Church – you don’t need a forest!
o
Serving Schools and Colleges
o
ParentTalk ‘The Teenage Years’ – exploring the course developed by
the charity ‘Care for the Family’.
o
URC Advent Resources
o
Paddington Pilgrimage – next steps
o
Relating to uniformed groups using your premises
o
LEGO Serious Play – Exploring your future strategies
o
S.E.N.D. and Inclusion
o
Using our church buildings creatively – for mission, outreach and our
own programmes
Bookings via the Synod website calendar event:

Church & Society - Synod Update Autumn 2022
Don’t send refugees to Rwanda
Earlier this year, the UK government announced plans to deny people the
opportunity to seek asylum in the UK, and instead take them to Rwanda if
they arrive here by an ‘unofficial’ route.
The Revd Clare Downing, speaking as Moderator of the General Assembly,
called the policy ‘disgraceful and dishonourable’ (bit.ly/csupdate01), and in
July, General Assembly passed a resolution urging all churches and
members to write to their MPs about the issue.
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We have an example message you can use as a starting point, with advice
on how to contact your MP: bit.ly/csupdate02.
Cost of Living
As living costs continue to rise, millions of households in the UK are
struggling to make ends meet. A report by Professor Donald Hirsch
concludes that many face going without food or heating, because the
support they’ve been given simply doesn’t stretch far enough.
The Revd Fiona Bennett, Moderator of the General Assembly, was a
signatory of a letter to the UK government issued by 60 faith groups,
charities and political leaders, appealing for appropriate measures to help
those on the lowest incomes have enough to live. You can read the report
and the letter here: jpit.uk/enoughtolive.
URC Environmental Policy
The General Assembly gave its support to an updated Environmental Policy,
which will be implemented from January 2023.
The purpose of the policy is to enable us to respond in faith to the climate
emergency. It sets out an ambition for the URC to reach net-zero carbon
emissions by 2030 and to put in place plans to achieve this.
It requires everyone to take action. You can read the updated policy here:
bit.ly/csupdate03
Church & Society helps the URC to engage with the most pressing issues
facing society
020 7916 8632 // tweet @URCcas // church.society@urc.org.uk //
www.urc.org.uk/church-society
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar November
November

6

Twyford (Bucks); Cheap Street, Sherborne

13

Jersey; Woodley Airfield Church; Portsmouth: Drayton
United Church

20 Christchurch, Thame; Southampton: Hedge End
27 Oxford: St Columba’s; Guildford: St Peter’s
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Lectionary Bible Readings for November
November 6

November 13
November 20
November 27

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 and Psalm 145:1-5; 17-21 or Psalm 98;
Job 19:23-27a and Psalm 17:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,
13-17; Luke 20:27-38
Isaiah 65:17-25 and Isaiah 12; Malachi 4:1-2a and Psalm
98; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19
Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79; Jeremiah 23:1-6 and
Psalm 46; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew
24:36-44

Important - Sensitive issues
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all
the content is suitable for public exposure. When composing an article, if
there is anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing
on the website, please inform the editor, Carolyn Barton.
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views
of Petersfield and Liss URC leadership.

The deadline for the December and January Messenger is Sunday 20th
November. Please send articles to Messenger Editor, Carolyn Barton, tel
01730 265884 e-mail carolynbarton.barton6@gmail.com
Solutions
ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni.
16. Wait. 17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23,
Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide.
DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7,
Theological. 8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19,
Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift.
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Church Contact Details
Church

Petersfield: College Street,
Petersfield GU31 4AG

Liss: Hillbrow Road,
Liss GU33 7PX

01730 266475
Minister

Rev Joshua Thomas
Tel 07734 254983

minister@petersfieldurc.com
Church Office

Church Centre Manager Mrs Esme Kelly
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays

Church &
Community
Worker
Telephone

Mrs Jo Hopkins
01730 266475

Website

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com
Church Family Centre
01730 266475
www.petersfieldurc.com

E-mail

churchcentremanager@petersfieldurc.com

Sunday
Services

Mornings at 10.30 am
Services will be held at College Street

Secretary

Mrs Carol Tubbs
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane
Liss Forest
GU33 7BJ
Tel 01730 893489
Mobile 07766 412160.
Mr Jim Cleverly,
4 Crundles,
Petersfield GU31 4PJ
Tel 01730 300558

Treasurer

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus;
to worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of
Christ; and to make disciples”
Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office

