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From the Minister .. 
 

As the clocks go back and the evenings draw in, 

November arrives with a familiar kind of stillness after 

the chaos of back to school and before the Christmas 

festivities kick into place. The leaves have fallen, the light is low, and we find 

ourselves, as a nation and as a church, turning to remember. 

Once again, we will gather around war memorials, in village squares and in our 

own sanctuary. We will read the names, hear the Last Post, and fall silent. Those 

names belong to grandfathers and great-uncles, to neighbours' families, to 

young people whose lives were cut short, long before ours began. 

The silence is powerful because it asks something of us. It asks us to remember 

the cost of war, not as history confined to old photographs, but as a present 

reality. 

Remembrance would be easier if war were something we could place firmly in 

the past. But as we pause this November, families are still sheltering from 

bombardment in Ukraine. The people of Gaza and the wider Middle East 

continue to endure unimaginable suffering. In Sudan, millions have been driven 

from their homes in one of the world's gravest humanitarian crises. In Myanmar, 

eastern Congo and many other places that rarely make our headlines, ordinary 

people are living with fear, loss and displacement. 

Behind every news report there are children who should be at school, parents 

who should be sleeping soundly, and elderly people who have seen too much.  
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Each is someone God knows by name. When we remember those who died in 

the wars of the last century, we cannot do so honestly without also 

remembering those who are suffering now. 

The prophets dreamed of a day when nations "shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks".  

Jesus did not simply say that peace is pleasant; he called peacemakers blessed, 

and children of God. And on the night before his death, he left his friends with a 

gift: "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives". 

That is the peace we are hoping for. It is not merely the absence of fighting, but 

the fullness of shalom: justice, reconciliation, and the dignity of every person 

made in God's image.  

It is easy to feel helpless in the face of such enormous suffering. We are a small 

church in a small corner of the world. But small acts of faithfulness matter. 

We can pray, for the victims of conflict, for those who bear the burden of 

leadership, and for those who work for peace, often at great risk. We can give, 

supporting the agencies bringing food, shelter and medical care to people 

caught in war. We can speak gently and truthfully, resisting the language of 

hatred and dehumanisation that feeds conflict. And we can practise peace in our 

own lives, in our families, our workplaces and our church, where small divisions 

can grow if left untended. 

Peace is not only a prayer for the world. It is a habit we must cultivate close to 

home. 
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November is a season of remembering in the dark, but we are an Advent 

people, and Advent follows close behind. We light candles not because the night 

is not real, but because we believe the light shines in the darkness and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

So, this year, let us stand in the silence together. Let us remember the fallen 

with gratitude, the grieving with compassion, and the suffering of today with 

open hands and open hearts. And let us pray, with fresh urgency, one of the 

oldest prayers of all: Lord, make me a channel of your peace. Amen. 

 
Every blessing,  

Your brother in Christ,  

Josh. 

 

 
Change of Email Address 

 
Please note that Keith and Mary Evans have a new email address, which is 
evansk282@gmail.com  Please amend your copy of the church directory as we 
cannot access the previous email.  Many thanks. 
 
Keith and Mary Evans 

 
 

Miscellaneous observations 
 

I have met only one perfect man, and he was a perfect nuisance! - CH Spurgeon 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƭƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΣ ƎŜǘ ǳǇΗ - Anon 
 

 
 

mailto:evansk282@gmail.com
http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=paragraph+breaks&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=W4KAdClFiHF7wM&tbnid=IhyJPrW9tZ-qAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-3196.html&ei=OX9HUc-hOcXuOtaFgcgH&bvm=bv.43828540,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNEEH85oPYOx9ZWYAKyflvgLs7bcCA&ust=1363726516495600
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Message from our Church and Community 
Worker... 

 
 

¢ƘŜ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŘŀȅΦ 
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! /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ tƻŜƳ !ōƻǳǘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

¢ƘŜ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ 

!ƴŘ ŦǊƻǎǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ōǊŜŜȊŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŬŜƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ōǊƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊŜΣ 

¸Ŝǘ ǎǝƭƭƴŜǎǎ ŬƴŘǎ ƻǳǊ aŀƪŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

¸ƻǳ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǳǘǳƳƴϥǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ 

!ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭƭȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ 

²Ŝ ǘǊǳǎǘ ¸ƻǳǊ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ  

CƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ƪŜǇǘΣ 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎƭŜŜǇΣ 
²Ŝ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƘƛƎƘΣ 
.ŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ǎƪȅΦШШШШШШШ 

        
¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿŀƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘǎ ƘƻƭŘΣ   vǳŜŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ tŀǊƪ 

¸ƻǳǊ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƭŘΦ 

Lƴ ōŀǊŜǎǘ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǎŜŜŘΣ 

¸ƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴŜŜŘΦ 

 

 

 
Connies Handicraft Group 

 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ¢ŀōƭŜέΦ 
 
These, and small Christmas gifts, will be available from Sunday 15th November, 
supporting Ukraine Christian Partnership. 
 
Janet and Catherine Adams 
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