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From the Minister ... 
 
Hebrews 13:8 says; ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever.’  
 
These are words we reflected upon at our recent church 
meeting – the first in a very long time! They feel especially poignant to me as we 
enter a new chapter of our lives as Christian’s in Petersfield. The pandemic has 
taught us a number of lessons about how we can reach out to those on the 
fringes of our congregation as well as those who are at home out of necessity, 
and as we come to the autumn of 2021, and we start to hope and dream for all 
that is ahead in 2022, as well as start to plan for the celebration of a number of 
significant jubilees, it feels like a really good time to stop and focus on the truth 
contained in just those few words.  
 
As I shared at the meeting, next year we celebrate 300 years of a reformed 
presence in Petersfield. Peter Jolly has managed to lay his hands on the sermon 
preached on February 13th, 1722 along with many other interesting bits of trivia 
about said presence in the town. It’s incredible to think of that vast history and 
all of those who have shared the Gospel with the people of this town over those 
centuries – we can’t even begin to imagine what life would have been like for 
them at that time! Next year also marks the 50th anniversary of the United 
Reformed Church which was formed in 1972 – that one is a little easier to think 
back to for some of our church family! There will be several occasions for 
celebration over this year I’m sure.  
 
Those words from Hebrews – Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever, remind us that our Lord and Saviour spans the centuries, his love is as 
true today as it was for those in 1722, the good news of the Gospel is the same 
as it was for those in 1972. Our God is ever-present and always watching over 
the flock – this is just amazing!  
 
As Petersfield and Liss URC in 2021, we are being presented a new challenge as 
we begin to dream dreams about how we can redevelop our worship space to 
ensure that it serves not just our generation of Christian’s but those to follow as 
well. Personally, I really appreciated the challenge to us from Graham Barber of 
Synod as he said that it is the future missional work of the church that they are 
interested in seeing come to fruition, and we too must be thinking of how we 
can reach more and more people with the good news of the Gospel. Yesterday,  
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today and forever, God is with us and will pave the way for all those setting out 
on the journey to love and serve the Lord.  
 
Your brother in Christ, Josh.  
 
 

 
The Friend at Midnight 
 
The Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8) is found in a passage where 
Jesus is teaching His disciples to pray. 
 
Pray Shamelessly:  The parable concerns a man coming to his friend at 
midnight and asking ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has 
arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him ’ (5-6). Despite the 
hour, the rules of hospitality would mean this was not an unreasonable request. 
But the friend refuses to help because everyone in his house is asleep.  Jesus 
adds, ‘though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, yet because of the man’s boldness he will rise and give him 
whatever he needs’. Jesus uses this parable to encourage us to come 
in shameless boldness to our heavenly Father with our needs.  In contrast to 
the parable, God is not slow in responding to us. It’s not God who is reluctant to 
answer, but we to ask. Do we pray with shameless boldness? 
 
Pray Persistently: Such confidence is the basis for persistent prayer: ‘Ask, and 
it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened 
to you.’  All three verbs indicate a continual habit: ‘Keep on 
asking…seeking…knocking’.  We will not be content simply to ask once and 
then move on.  Jesus tells us to bring our prayers to God persistently. Do we give 
up too easily in prayer? 
 
Pray Expectantly: 'For everyone who asks 
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 
the one who knocks it will be opened.’ Do we 
pray expectantly, believing that God delights in 
answering your prayers? Why not begin this 
adventure of prayer today!  
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Hello everyone, 
 
Do you remember when everything was quiet, and we weren’t allowed out! 
Well at the end of the week I’ve just had I am really wishing for a bit of that time 
back! It has been very busy with an area meeting in Guildford, church meeting 
and an elders’ meeting! However, lots of exciting things to report to you so read 
on! 
 
We were very pleased that the general consensus at church meeting was that 
we should move forward to the next stage of the sanctuary renovations. I know 
there are some people who do not agree with all the proposals and some who 
are concerned with various aspects, but we will have time to talk these through 
and find the best solutions possible. To that end there will be another church 
meeting in November when we will be putting a firm proposal to you all.  
 
We look forward to welcoming 6 (possibly 7) new members into the church 
family. This will happen at the communion service on October 17th. At the area 
meeting that Josh and I attended we were told that the average URC church 
membership is around 40 so we are delighted that we are well above average as 
our membership has remained at around 100.  
 
At elders we decided that now is not the time to reintroduce Sunday evening 
communion services and we will wait until the spring to revisit this. If you have 
an opinion on this, please talk to me or Josh as it would be good to hear your 
views. We also talked at elders about possible services at Liss. Midweek? 
Different times? Again, if you have ideas, please talk to us about them.  
 
We are still looking for people to be involved in organising the celebrations for 
our 300 years of Reformed worship in Petersfield so come and talk to me if you 
would like to be part of the small group. I’m really hoping now that lots of 
people will be rushing up to talk to me after services from now on!!! 
 
Finally, Women’s Fellowship will be starting again in October, second Tuesday of 
the month in the CFC. This is an opportunity to sit and chat and share time 
together. Do come and join us if you are a lady!  
 
God bless you all, Carol 
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Dates for your diaries  
October 2nd Saturday   First Aid course at College Street 
October 9th Saturday   Synod gathering at Camberley 
October 12th Tuesday   7.30pm  Women’s Fellowship in the CFC 
October 17th    Breakfast Worship at 9.00am at College Street 
October17th   Sunday worship at 10.30am at College Street led by 
     our minister, which will include Holy Communion  
     and will be welcoming new members 
November 16th    Church meeting to include election of elders 
November 20th Saturday  Tearfund Quiz in the CFC – details to follow 
 

 

A Message from our Church and Community Worker... 
 

Love 
This last 20 months for me has all been about LOVE…. I know I 
have said it before and no doubt I will say it again, but for me 
it’s so true.  
You the corner stones of the Church have shown so much love to each other the 
community and me, that I found at times it has been overwhelming and 
wonderful, I feel like God must be having a party in heaven. I believe that it’s 
just how he wants it to be, our continual love towards one another and our 
neighbours; through actions, deeds and his amazing word.  
But can we do more?  YES, is the simple answer we need to keep going. Keep 
listening to his voice, keep being fed by his word, keep praying daily and keep 
loving the Lord our God and each other. 
 Sound simple? I know it’s not, but by thinking about talking to our father in only 
the hard times or just when we drift off to sleep is doing an injustice to us and 
him.  You wouldn’t do that with your best friend so then why do it to God? Put 
him at the centre of all you do, talk with him constantly and spend time listening 
for his word. Then and only then will we feel and know him as we should, and 
the way he wants.  
God didn’t send his one and only son to die for us on the cross, not to have this 
close relationship not to be spiritually together. I know it will take time, years.  
No one said it would be easy. I am only at the beginning of my walk, but to have 
God walk with me through the last 20 months and certainly this year has been 
wonderful and something no one should do alone when you can do it with your 
best friend, Father and Master. 
 

Jo Hopkins 
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A message from Emsworth ...  
 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13: verse 8 
 
I always feel that once my Birthday is over I enter into a difficult time. There 
have been three very strong ladies in my life. My mother; who at a very early 
age insisted that my brother and I went to Sunday School and then encouraged 
and supported us in our membership of the Boys’ Brigade, with my brother 
eventually becoming Captain of 2nd Enfield Company, and United Reformed 
Church Minister, and I becoming Captain of 19th Singapore Company. Our mum 
set us on our life-time journey in the company of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Our mum died on the twelfth wedding anniversary of Lesley and I. Lesley 
of course was another of the very strong ladies in my life and if she had lived we 
would have been married fifty-four years September  this year. Lesley’s mother 
had moved to Alton in 2005, the year Lesley was first diagnosed with breast 
cancer. My mother-in-law became the third very strong lady in my life. She had 
moved from Enfield, North London at the age of eighty- five, which I felt was 
tremendously brave in itself. When Lesley died in 2010 I became my mother-in-
law’s principal carer. For some reason she thought that once her daughter had 
died, I would not want to continue looking after her. I was honoured and 
humbled that she declared before she herself died in 2014 that I had been like a 
son to her. All of these events occurred at this time of the year so a difficult 
time. 
A few months after Lesley had died I announced to my boys, Tim and Simon, 
that I was thinking of getting a dog. They supported the idea and I rescued this 
year-old Golden Retriever puppy called Summer. It was on 8th December 2010 
with at least eight inches of snow on the ground that I picked her up from the 
rescue centre in Littlehampton. I changed her name to Penny; a name I knew 
Lesley wanted for a dog, as I did not want to be in the snow shouting “Summer” 
if I had lost her! 
Penny, of course, is now twelve years old (around 86 in our years) and is really 
feeling her age. We used to go on very long and quite energetic walks together 
but now have to settle for a really gentle stroll over our very local recreation 
ground interspersed with times when she just lays down for a bit to get her 
breath back and relieve her aching, arthritic joints. 
She still likes to swim and taking her to “the swimming place” in Chichester 
Harbour is a real joy. I find, with two artificial hips that I am unable to swim now  
but Penny gamely follows Cora down the steps into the sea (you definitely need 
tide timetables in Emsworth!) 
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It was a really glorious day, warm and sunny with the sun glinting on the water. 
Penny had had her gentle swim and we were both just looking at Cora 
swimming around a yacht buoy out in the harbour. I looked down at Penny and 
she looked up at me and I know she could feel the sadness in my eyes as I was 
remembering all the tragedy of those past events at this time of the year. I 
hoped she could also see the gratitude I had for those lovely lives that had so 
influenced mine. She may not have known, as I looked down at her, that maybe 
she would not be with us for much longer. Her love for Cora and I completely 
unconditional. I apologise for non dog-loving readers who may not relate to the 
bond there is between pets and their owners but that bond is real and hard to 
deal with when it has been severed. 
When we returned home I decided, out of character, to just sit in this wonderful 
garden that Cora has created (with the Almighty’s help of course!) and read my 
book. This book from “The Leprosy Mission”  entitled “The night the Angels 
came” was written by Chrissie Chapman; a State Registered Nurse and Midwife, 
and recounts the time she moved to Burundi as a missionary to open a 
maternity clinic. I would thoroughly recommend this book. One of the many 
stories told was of this little still born baby boy. After a long and difficult delivery 
and all attempts to revive this boy he was washed and wrapped up in a large 
sheet and left in the delivery room while arrangements could be made for his 
little body to be buried. The Christian cleaning lady who came the next day 
could not accept this and, picking the child up proceeded to march around the 
hospital compound crying out to God for his life. After a while the sheet was 
opened, the baby was ALIVE! 
So many stories of the deaf hearing again, the blind seeing again, the lame 
walking again. Not of course after every impassioned prayer, but in Africa, with 
such poor Health Services, a fairly common occurrence. We have so, so much to 
learn from our African brothers and sisters. What wonderful news stories could 
replace the unrelenting  gloom, anger and violence. In our garden in Emsworth I 
stopped feeling sorry for 
myself. Jesus lives and is at 
work in our world today. 
We may lose for a time 
those we love but Jesus is 
and always will be the 
same yesterday and today 
and forever. 
 
Love, 
Alan and Cora 



Page 8 
 

Prayer for the nation and the world 
  
Prayer is needed for our world in the face of the continuing COVID-19 pandemic. 
As I write, we have much to be thankful for in the shape of the vaccines and care 
available in this country, and yet infection rates (303/100,000 East Hants or 
394/100,000 in latest week in Portsmouth) and current hospitalisations (8,098 
UK, over 1000 of whom are on mechanical ventilators, taking up many of our 
intensive care beds) and deaths (7 day average of 139/day in UK) are rising, 
frustrating resumption of “normal“ health care. We know in our own 
congregation of many COVID caused delays of other much needed treatments. 
Many folk in our own country suffer bereavement, long COVID-19 (one expert 
estimates 2 million people in UK, other sources suggest a 10 -20% rate post 
COVID, apparently lower if vaccinated prior to infection), and many other 
consequences. 
Many countries are currently severely affected: if they are fortunate to have 
intensive care facilities those are swamped, e.g. USA.  
Due to the high infection rates, scientists are constantly watching for a variant 
of new concern that might be even more infectious or harmful than those that 
have dominated waves of the pandemic so far. 
Ethical dilemmas and practical challenges abound in this world with regard to 
vaccination, sharing of resources, and individual and social behaviour, that 
determine all our futures with respect to this virus.  
Individual prayer is important, but praying together can be such an 
encouragement, and we are taught that praying together is especially powerful.  
A couple of the verses that might give inspiration to us would be Matt 18:20 and 
Psalm 100:4-5. 
Do think of joining us in a time of prayer on Zoom (limited to 40 minutes) 8pm 
on Thursdays 7th and 21st October.  
  
Zoom details which have changed from July 2021 are as below…  
Topic: Pandemic Prayer Meeting 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77750824898?pwd=MzdRWjArVGxGa3FkNTJ5M3VR
UlZ5UT09 
Meeting ID: 777 5082 4898 
Passcode: E0JiM5 
 
Thank you! 
Fiona and David Darling 
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See link below using Swiss cheese to explain how we all can help keep COVID 
under control:- 

 Vaccination; 

 face coverings 

 social distancing 

 hand washing/ hygiene; 

 surface and other cleaning measures 

 fresh air and ventilation 

 testing and isolating for possible or confirmed infection.  
By using all these measures we have the best chance of protecting ourselves, 
friends, family, patients/ clients and work colleagues. 
Covid-19: Vaccines alone will not stop Covid spreading - here's why - BBC News 

 
Pandemic Prayer 
 

Each week the Daily Devotions from the URC are publishing a “pandemic 
prayer”. This is one written during September. 

 
Constant  (A Prayer in the Midst of Pandemic)  
The sun still shines, 
The rain still falls 
And the wind still blows – 
The constant rhythms of life 
Reminding us that your hand 
Still rests upon all Creation. 
Amidst the uncertainty, 
And confusion, 
And untold tears, 
When the ups are far outnumbered 
By the downs, 
Remind us that you are still there - 
With us, 
Amongst us 
Around us,  
Ever constant. 
Always there - 
Just as the sun still shines,  
The rain still falls,  
And the wind will never cease to blow.  Amen 
Karen Campbell, URC Secretary for Global & Intercultural Ministries 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-40ac92b1-1750-4e86-9936-2cda6b0acb3f?fbclid=IwAR11SidhLdnz3Nbb1bwz26ZkfqnaFvv2XGCR6KqN3dvRAUsSvwczOSaF83s
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The Road to Calvary 
Largely hidden by the 
screen on top of the 
piano sits an oil 
painting of ‘The Road 
to Calvary’. It is not to 
everyone’s taste, and 
certainly not mine.  It 
is a little in the style of 
a Gaugin, but if is not. 
Take a closer look. It is 
dedicated to Andrew 
Gammon, 1836-1916, and William Alfred Gammon 1867-1948, and painted by 
Reg (Reginald William) Gammon. Reg was in fact a fascinating character and an 
accomplished artist, who, when he finally passed away aged 103, merited an 
obituary in the ‘Independent’. A prolific illustrator, he came to oil painting late in 
life, and held his first London one-man show when already in his nineties.  
Born on 9 January 1894, the eldest child of William Alfred and Edith Mary 
Gammon, he was educated at Churcher’s College,  and in 1911 he was 
apprenticed to a black and white illustrator in Billingshurst. After war service he 
married and settled in Fernhurst. He declined a place at the Slade School of Art 
and carried on as a freelance writer and illustrator, frequently contributing to 
cycling touring magazines with his ink cartoons and sketches, some of which you 
can see on an internet search for Reg (and go to ‘images’). With newsprint in 
short supply in the Second World War, Reg packed his bags to become a hill 
farmer in a small way near Llanthony Abbey in the Brecon Beacons, before 
subsequently moving to Somerset. 
The Road to Calvarywas probably painted by Reg towards the very end of his 
long life and was donated by him to the Church in memory of his father and 
grandfather. I have not yet been able to access the very old Church records, 
some of which probably involve clambering into the loft of the CFC, but I suspect 
we would find the Gammons as staunch members of the Fellowship over a 
hundred years ago, and Reg probably a member of the ‘Band of Hope’ that 
thrived here in the early years of the twentieth century. In the 1911 census 
Andrew is described as a retired coal merchant living at 1a Charles Street, whilst 
William Alfred Gammon, Reg’s father, was shown as a coal merchant living at 
number 1. By 1939 William and Edith had moved to Fernhurst, where William 
died in July 1946. Reg survived his father by over half a century, dying in 
Bridgewater, Somerset, on 22 April 1997. 
Peter Jolly 
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It’s Shoebox Time – see the joy your gifts can bring 
Samaritan’s Purse says this, “The amazing journey of a simple shoebox gift 
begins with you. Operation Christmas Child brings Good News and great joy to 
children around the world”. Are you ready to share God’s love with children 
around the world?  
 
You can watch the amazing reactions of children when they opened their 
shoebox gifts on the Samaritan’s Purse website www.samaritans-purse.org.uk. 
Below is an extract from Samaritan’s Purse website about a little girl from 
Herzegovina when she opened her shoebox gift.  
“One little girl from the Roma village of Živinice dreamt of having fancy clothes 
and bags. Her mother told us that she had asked for a pink bag a few times, but 
that they did not have money to buy one. When she received a shoebox gift and 
opened it, there was a big surprise inside…a pink bag! The little girl was 
delighted and it was a great opportunity to start talking to her and her parents 
more.”  
 
265,975 shoebox gifts were packed in 2020 for children in eight countries across 
Eastern Europe, Africa, and Central Asia. A shoebox gift has the potential to 
impact a child for life. Matthew 19:14, ‘Jesus said, “Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.” 
 
Please consider packing a shoebox gift this year. The shoebox gifts you pack will 
bring so much joy to children in need. You can find labels for the shoebox gifts in 
the vestibule and in the CFC area. You can also pack a shoebox online if you 
don’t feel like packing one by yourself. You can choose the items from their 
website and Samaritan’s Purse will pack the shoebox for you.  
The deadline to drop off the shoebox gifts is Sunday, 7th November 2021. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the shoebox gifts, please speak to me. 
Thank you, Esmé 

See also short article on Samaritan's Purse on page ?? 
 

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
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PACT Event 
 
In his capacity as Chair of PACT, Josh organised a thanksgiving event on the 
Heath on Sunday 12 September.  Members of the congregations of the churches 
who comprise PACT joined together for a picnic in the sunshine.  This was 
followed by music from the Salvation Army and Liss Bands.  Children enjoyed 
craft activities, and the afternoon ended with an act of worship.   

 
 
Crowds 
enjoyed 
listening to 
the Liss Band 
 
 
 

 
Liss Band              Closing worship with the Salvation Army Band 
 
 

 
Pact Christmas Cards 
 
The delivery of these cards is to go ahead, as things stand at present.  
 
I am sure that circumstances may have changed over time for some of you, so if 
you have helped with delivering cards in the past and no longer feel able to help 
in this way, please let David Barton (who is kindly taking over responsibility for 
organising this) or myself know, either in person or by phone.   
Equally if there’s anyone out there who feels they could help with deliveries in 
their area please also contact one of us. Many thanks for your support 
David: 265884. Sue: 858497  
Sue Bone 
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Wedding 
 

This is the newly married John and Jeanette Foyster.  
The wedding on 20th August was perfect. Josh led a 
beautiful ceremony and afterwards family and 
friends enjoyed refreshments kindly prepared by Val, 
Doreen and Elizabeth while the photographs were 
taken in the garden.  It really was a joyful day , thank 
you everyone 
Tom and Julie Pejnovic 
 
 
 

Update on regular weekday activities 
 
Following from the information given in the 
September Messenger regarding the resuming of weekday activities, please 
note the following updates... 
 

 The Ladies' Bible Study is back on every Monday, term time only, from 
1pm - 2pm.  

 

 Friday Fellowship every 3rd Friday of the month at 10:30am  
 

 The Home Group meeting at 1 Crundles  is being led by Ron Wing and has 
decided to meet the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month – not fortnightly. 

 

 The next Drop in tea afternoon will be from 2-4pm on Wednesday 27 
October.  Everyone  is very welcome to call in for a chat and a cuppa. 

 
 
Rotas 
 

Date Duty Elders AV 

October 3 Mike Pennicotte-Henrie & Carolyn Barton David Darling 

October 10 Val Torrance & Keith Evans Keith Evans 
October 17 Julie Pejnovic & Carol Tubbs Keith Evans 

October 24 Jo Oru & Carol Tubbs Carolyn Barton 

October 31 Keith Evans & Rosemary Ward Norbert Szekely 
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar – October 2021 
 

N.B. All events will take place at College Street unless otherwise stated. 
 

Saturday 2 8 am Men's Breakfast Hurst Barn 

Sunday 3 10.30 am Ron Wing 

Monday 4 1 pm Ladies' Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday  
 

5 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Elders' Meeting CFC 

Wednesday  6 2 pm Home Fellowship Group 1 Crundles 

Thursday 7 10 am Prayer Meeting CFC & Zoom 

7.30 pm Home Fellowship Group 2 High View, 
Woolner Avenue 

8 pm Pandemic Prayer Zoom 

Sunday 10 10.30 am The Minister 

Monday 11 1 pm Ladies' Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 12 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

7.30 pm Women's Fellowship CFC 

Thursday 14 10 am Prayer Meeting CFC & Zoom 

8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Friday 15 10.30 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Sunday 17 9 am Breakfast Worship 

10.30 am The Minister - Holy Communion 

Monday 18 1 pm Ladies' Bible Study CFC 

Tuesday 19 9.30 am Little Fishes Toddler Group CFC 

2 pm Connie's Handicraft Group CFC 

Wednesday  20 2 pm Home Fellowship Group 1 Crundles 

Thursday 21 10 am Prayer Meeting CFC & Zoom 

7.30 pm Home Fellowship Group 2 High View, 
Woolner Avenue 

8 pm Pandemic Prayer Zoom 

Sunday 24 10.30 am The Minister   

Wednesday  27 2 pm Drop in Tea CFC 

Thursday 28 10 am Prayer Meeting CFC & Zoom 

8 pm Home Fellowship Group 12 Geddes Way 

Sunday 31 10.30 am Mary Fair 
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 

Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included  

 
 

Christian Aid World Food Programme 
Partnership Appeal - 50 Times Matched 
Funding! 
 

Join Christian Aid to help people facing hunger in conflict-affected communities. 
Your support will be multiplied 50 times, reaching families with essential food 
aid and assistance.  
War tears people’s lives apart and forces them from their homes. This means 
they lose their land and have no way to grow food or earn money for their most 
basic needs. They face extreme hunger, and children and mothers are 
disproportionally affected. Christian Aid is working to support people in these 
dangerous situations.  
At Christian Aid, we know we are stronger when we stand together. When we 
work in partnership, we achieve the greatest impact. One of our long-standing 
partners is the World Food Programme (WFP), the world’s leading humanitarian 
agency improving food security. We are currently working with the WFP to 
tackle the needs of displaced people in three countries. It is an ambitious 
partnership, aiming to make a lifesaving difference to displaced people. In the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Nigeria, two of the worst food crises in 
the world are being exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, worsening a 
dangerous and desperate situation. More than one million Rohingya refugees 
from Myanmar currently live in Bangladesh. Life in the camps is difficult, 
although people are supplied with the basic necessities. Parents have no way to 
earn money to pay for their children’s education. We are helping families who 
are far from home and facing an uncertain future. 
 
For more information or to donate please 
see https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/philanthropy/WFP-
harvest-appeal 

 
With thanks to David Darling for providing this item 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/philanthropy/WFP-harvest-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/philanthropy/WFP-harvest-appeal
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Because of your faithful support of our 
Operation Christmas Child project, we 
would like to share with you about how 
Samaritan's Purse is helping to meet the 
urgent needs of Afghans. 

The world has been shocked in recent days by the ongoing images of chaos at 
Kabul’s airport as tens of thousands of desperate people, including UK citizens, 
try to escape the Taliban. These Islamic extremists are poised to force 
Afghanistan back into a dark and brutal state where Christians, anyone who 
associated with the West, women, and others face severe persecution and 
death. Some of our brothers and sisters in Christ are running from place to 
place, trying to stay safe. 
Samaritan’s Purse has been partnering with organisations on the ground to get 
men, women, and children out of this horrific situation. We have been able to 
sponsor flights that have brought hundreds to safety—one of our partners made 
three trips that brought out 700 people in one day! We have also supported the 
evacuation of 80 missionary families via land routes. 
 

 
 

 

From the editors ... 
Welcome to the October edition of the Messenger, and we hope you are 
enjoying the wide range of articles we have included.  It has been good to see 
the various weekday groups re-starting and meeting in person after such a long 
time, and for special events such as the Harvest Supper and Harvest service to 
go ahead.  More of these next month, as well as news of the Ride and Stride, as 
this issue goes to press too soon for them to be included.  As always, many 
thanks to our contributors, who continue to provide interesting articles for us. 
don't forget that contributions are always welcome from everyone. 
Keith and Mary 
 
 

 

What you need 
A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make 
sure she had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must do 
before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?” 
There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy spoke 
up. “Sin?” 

 



Page 17 
 

Thank you, Dr Luke! 
 
‘Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the bed that I lie on’ - my grandma taught 
me that one. At least it meant I never forgot the names of the writers of the four 
Gospels. This month Luke, the writer of the third of them, has his feast day – 
18th October.  
 
He was, we learn from the letters of St Paul, a ‘physician’ - an educated man and 
probably the only one of the writers of the New Testament who was not a Jew. 
In modern terms, he was Turkish. Paul took him as one of his missionary team 
on a long journey around the Middle East, and they clearly became close 
friends. Under house arrest later in his life Paul could write, ‘only Luke is with 
me’. 
 
However, it is his Gospel which has established him as a major figure in the 
history of the Christian Church. Mark’s Gospel may have more drama, 
Matthew’s more prophetic background and John’s a more profound sense of 
the mystery of the divine, but Luke offers us a Jesus who is utterly and 
believably real. This man turned no one away, reserved his harshest words for 
hypocrites and religious grandees, cared for the marginalised, the poor, the 
persecuted, the handicapped and the sinful. His Gospel is full of people we can 
recognise - indeed, in whom we can often recognise ourselves. 
 
He was also a masterly story-teller. Try, for instance, the story of the Prodigal 
Son (Luke 15:11-32). Read it (this time) not as a sacred text but as a brilliant 
piece of story-telling: subtle repetitions (‘your son, this brother of yours’), 
believable characters, drama and profound emotion. There is the older brother, 
so cynical about his sibling’s alleged reformation, the ‘prodigal’ himself, so 
hesitant about throwing himself on his father’s mercy after the folly of his 
earlier behaviour, and there is the father, of course, abandoning the dignity of 
his role in the family and actually running to welcome his wretched son’s return.  
There are more women in Luke’s Gospel than in any of the others, but also more 
poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’ and tax-collectors, more ‘outsiders’ 
who are shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ. This, for many of us, is the great 
Gospel of inclusion and compassion. Here is a Jesus for the whole world and for 
every one of us. Thank you, Dr Luke!  
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Bible Sunday – 24th October  
This special Sunday in the church’s 
calendar is an opportunity to stop and 
consider the enormous blessing that 
the Bible has brought to people down 
the centuries. Without it, we would 
know nothing about God our Father, 
Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit. It is God-breathed – full of His love and 
guidance to us.  World history would have been radically different 
without it. 
Whether or not you are able to get to church on 24th October, Bible 
Society has some excellent resources on Bible Sunday at 
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-sunday/ 
 
How to read the Bible  
Reading the Bible is much easier if you follow some simple steps and get 
prepared. And, as you delve into it, you might find that you are more 
familiar with the Bible than you expected: it crops up in everything from 
Shakespeare to Hollywood movies; it’s inspired musicians, historical 
figures down the centuries, and campaigners. 
The Bible is complex. It’s not one book but a collection of 66 books, split 
into two sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. Each one 
of these books are divided into chapters and verses. People often find it 
easier to begin at the opening of the New Testament, which starts about 
three-quarters of the way through. 
The New Testament begins with four accounts of the life of Jesus Christ, 
the founder of Christianity, known as the Son of God. These accounts are 
known as the gospels. They include eye-witness reports of what 
happened. Matthew and John were among Jesus’ 12 closest followers. 
Here you can read about what Jesus did and said – His profound 
teaching, how He healed people of sickness and how He challenged the 
authorities. The Gospels also tell us about His death by crucifixion and 
how He came back to life and then returned to heaven. 
The first Gospel, Matthew, opens with the story of Jesus’ birth (the event 
which is celebrated at Christmas) and then jumps forward 30 years to 
when Jesus began travelling around what is now Israel and the  

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-sunday/
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Palestinian territories telling people about God. Starting with a Gospel 
introduces you to the person of Jesus and the basics of Christian belief. 
Early Christian teaching 
A good next step is to read some of the teaching given to the early 
Christian Church. Much of the New Testament is a series of letters 
written by early Christian leaders such as Paul. He travelled around the 
lands of the eastern Mediterranean, telling people about Jesus. He then 
wrote to the various newly-established churches and individuals to 
encourage them in their beliefs. Letters such as Philippians or Colossians 
are short, bite-sized letters full of advice about how to live a Christian life. 
Getting to grips with the whole Bible takes some time, but it is worth the 
effort. In his second letter to a young leader called Timothy, Paul says the 
Bible is “inspired by God and useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness”. 
How reading notes can help 
Many people find it helpful to find a quiet and comfortable place to sit 
and read the Bible and make sure that they read it every day. Take time 
to digest what it says. You could say a quick prayer – asking God to help 
you understand what you are reading and its relevance to you. 
 

 
 

 

Books of the Bible     
This is a series outlining all the books of the Bible, the 
word of God, which is central to our Christian faith.  
This month we are focusing on  ...  1 & 2 Peter 

 What type of book is it?  Teaching  

 Who wrote it?  Peter, the Apostle  
 When was it written?  62-67AD  

Both the letters of Peter were written to all Christians, particularly those who 
were, at that time, scattered around Asia Minor.  Peter is aware of their 
sufferings under persecution and in his first letter, he was writing to encourage 
them in their faith and in the hope of eternal life.  There is also teaching on 
christian behaviour, and an appeal to church leaders to be shepherds to those in 
their care.  The second letter encourages Christians to grow in their faith, warns 
of false prophets and concludes with teaching on the Second coming. 
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Like a pumpkin 
A lady had recently become a Christian and been baptised. Curious, one of her 
colleagues at work asked her what it was like to be a Christian. 
The lady was caught off guard and didn’t know how to answer.  Then she saw 
the office ‘jack-o’-lantern’ on a nearby desk and blurted: “Well, it’s like being a 
pumpkin.” 
Her colleague asked her to explain that one. So she said: “Well, God picks you 
up out of the patch and brings you in and washes off all the dirt on the outside 
that you got from being around all the other pumpkins. 
“Then He cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out from inside you. He 
removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then He carves you a new 
smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all 
to see. 
“It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine, 
or come inside and be something new and bright.” 
Are you something new and bright?  Will you be smiling 
today, and shining with His light? 

 
 

 

Zebra crossings – saving lives for 70 years 
Seventy years ago, on 31st October 1951, zebra crossings were introduced 
officially in the UK.  The first one was in Slough, Berkshire. 
The crossings had been trialled over two years at 1000 experimental sites, but in 
1951 the black and white striped pedestrian crossings were approved, with their 
flashing Belisha beacons, and all drivers were required by law to stop as soon as 
a pedestrian set foot on them. 
The crossings were the brainchild of Yorkshireman and traffic engineer George 
‘Dr Zebra’ Charlesworth, a physicist who had worked on the Barnes Wallis-
designed bouncing bomb during the war. His zebra crossings were certainly 
responsible for saving many lives. 
The Belisha beacons, an integral part of the crossing but used since 1934, were 
introduced by Leslie Hore-Belisha, who served as Minister of Transport at the 
time. 
Zebra crossings were adopted throughout the world, from continental Europe to 
North America, Singapore and Australia. They have now been superseded to 
some extent in the UK by pelican crossings, which are controlled by lights. These 
were introduced in 1969. While zebras were named because of their 
appearance, a pelican crossing (originally pelicon) is so named as a contraction 
of the phrase ‘pedestrian light controlled’. 
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For our younger readers ...   
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Crossword  
 Across 
1  ‘Those who were standing 
near Paul said, “You — to 
insult God's high priest?”’ 
(Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to 
guard the tree of life 
(Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, 
the son of Elihu, the — of — 
, the son of Zuph, an 
Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) 
(3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) 
(5) 
11 Where American livestock 
can be reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for KiriathJearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 
Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’ (Psalm 
119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’(Judges 18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this(Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’(Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this(Revelation 
21:18) (6) 
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18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’(Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 
 
Solution on page 27 
 

Sudoku 

 

 
Easy                            Medium 

 
 
 
 
 

Maze 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the September edition of the Synod 
Newsletter 
 
Meeting of Synod – Saturday October 9th – in person 
The next meeting of Synod will be on Saturday 9th October at High Cross Church 
Camberley.   
New Initiative by St Columba’s URC, Oxford 
Issues of gender identity have attracted increasing levels of attention in the 
media, often reflecting uninformed and negative attitudes toward those who 
identify as Transgender or Gender Non-Conforming (GNC). Sadly 
misinformation, hostility and exclusion are not confined to the media, scrawled 
graffiti, or casual insults and threats. Lack of information and even hostility is 
often encountered by Transgender and GNC Christians within faith 
communities. 
An initiative to improve levels of information and understanding within the 
Church; to support Transgender and GNC people within the congregations and 
those seeking an accepting church, has been identified as a priority by St 
Columba’s URC, Oxford.  
St Columba’s has a long-established work with the wide range of people and 
personal circumstances included within the LGBTQI+ community. It is out of 
engagement with that range of people the priority has come to provide support 
to, and develop the church’s understanding of, people who identify as 
Transgender and GNC. 
The proposed initiative will employ a lay-worker on a three year contract to 
develop a pioneer ministry with and among Transgender and GNC people, with 
their family members and with churches wishing to deepen their understanding 
of the issues, helping them translate their intentions of inclusion into reality. 
Wessex Trust has already committed funding to the initiative, as has St 
Columba’s itself. Applications have been made for further grant funding and a 
number of individuals have also pledged regular support over the life of the 
initiative. If current applications are successful we shall be very close to the level 
of funding needed to proceed with appointing a worker to begin work in early 
2022. 
If you would like to know more about the initiative, the rationale for its focus on 
Transgender and GNC people and why it is to be located within St Columba’s 
URC; if you feel you might be called to apply for the post when it is advertised; 
or if you would like to express your support by pledging a financial contribution 
then go to the St Columba’s website: www.saintcolumbas.org or contact the 
Minister Helen Garton minister@saintcolumbas.org or Tel: 01865 606910. 

http://www.saintcolumbas.org/
mailto:minister@saintcolumbas.org
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Pilgrim’s Process: Essays from a Theological Journey David Peel's latest 
book, Pilgrim’s Process: Essays from a Theological Journey has now been 
published by Wipf & Stock. Copies will become available in a few weeks’ time. 
He hopes that it contains, among other things, salient arguments regarding the 
future of the church that are very pertinent, particularly for members of the 
URC as our church engages in a current review.  
Elders’ Conference 2022 – save the date Saturday 18 June 2022 at Sarum 
College, Salisbury.  Please pop the date into your diary and watch this space for 
further information in due course. 
Discipleship Development Fund As a way of supporting the growth in 
deepening discipleship, the United Reformed Church set up the “Discipleship 
Development Fund” making grants available of up to £200 per person, or per 
church within certain parameters.   To date we have been pleased to approve an 
application from a church who were developing resources for their discipleship 
groups, and another from an individual towards the cost of a discipleship-based 
course they were attending. 
Could you be the next good example of a use of these funds?    In the current 
climate there are any number of on-line “courses and resources” available so 
there is no need to wait until face to face meeting is possible again. If you wish 
to apply for financial help as you take steps to deepen your discipleship at any 
level please contact your Development and Support Officer, Mary Thomas or 
Ray Stanyon, and we will happily discuss the terms of the scheme with you and 
help you with your application. 
Wessex Synod Youth Event – for ages 14 to 25 years  13-14 November 2021 at 
Park Place Residential Centre, near Fareham.  For all young people 14 to 25 
years.  Watch this space for further details. 
Mental Health First Aid training  Become a certified Mental Health First Aider.  
A two-week online course.   which includes four live zoom sessions with the 
trainer.  Wessex Synod will cover the cost.  Register via the Synod Office, not 
direct. Course starting on Tuesday 9 November.  Course starting on Monday 6 
December.  Booking is essential and places are limited so book early to avoid 
disappointment.  Please email bookings@urcwessex.org.ukto receive the link to 
register on the course. 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar October 

3 Anniversary of the Formation of the URC; Meeting of Synod; Weybridge 

10 Reading: Park; Isle of Wight: Ryde 

17 Parkstone; Guildford: Westborough Church; Portsmouth: Buckland 

24 Tadley; Weymouth: Radipole 

31 Marlow; Christchurch: Burton Green; Southampton: Bitterne 
 

mailto:bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
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Lectionary Bible Readings for October 

 
 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editors, Keith and Mary Evans.  

 
 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views of 
Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 
 

 

The deadline for the November Messenger is Sunday 17 October 2021.  Please 
send articles to Messenger Editors, Keith & Mary Evans, tel 01730 235922 e-mail 

keithnmary@talktalk.net 
 
 

Solution to Crossword on page 23 
Answers 
ACROSS  
1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 sonTohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of Judah; 
17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton 
 
DOWN 
1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13 
children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 

 
 

October 3 Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8;  
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 

October 10 Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Amos 5:6-7, 10-15;  
Psalm 90:12-17; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31 

October 17 Job 38:1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Isaiah 53:4-12; 
Psalm 91:9-16; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 

October 24 Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22); Jeremiah 31:7-9; 
Psalm 126; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52 

October 31 Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146; Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Psalm 119:1-8; 
Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 

mailto:keithnmary@talktalk.net
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield : College Street, 
Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Liss : Hillbrow Road, 
 Liss GU33 7PX 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly 
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

 

Website 
 

www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail 
 

admin@petersfieldurc.com  

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 10.30 am  
Services will be held at College Street, 

 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

  
 

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 
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