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From the Minister ...

Another Easter has been and gone and quite often in church
life, the time after a big festival and all the celebrations that
go alongside this, it can feel quite deflating returning to ‘everyday life’. But of
course, we know that we live as resurrection people and as resurrection people,
we are commissioned to share the love, experienced at Easter in the death and
rising of our Lord with all of those in our world who may have never been given
the opportunity to hear this message. I found a song just before Easter called
‘Easter doesn’t stop’ © Timo Scharnowski. I want to take this opportunity to
share some of the words with you; ‘Easter is a new beginning to fix what’s
broken in this world. Sing it loud today, Jesus made a way. Yeah, Easter doesn’t
stop here. So, I won’t stop either, telling the whole, great story of Easter. No, I
won’t stop either, living out the true story of Easter’.

And so, press on we must, never losing sight of the cross and the prize won for
us in that moment.

May is here, a new month with new opportunities ahead of us. On Saturday 7th,
a group of us will be heading off to Hollycombe to celebrate with the wider
Synod, 50 years of the United Reformed Church. During the day there will be
opportunities to worship together in a number of different ways, through Forest
Church, a labyrinth, craft activities and of course two periods of corporate
worship together – firstly led by the fabulous Liss Band in the morning and in the
afternoon a worship band containing both Isaac Oru and Mike Pennecotte-
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Henrie from our own church family. There is still (just about) time to purchase
tickets, and this is a day for all ages, so do consider coming along with us!

On Sunday 8th, I’m delighted that my good friend Rev’d Matt Rigden will be
leading worship alongside me (having roped him in to play drums on the
Saturday and having him and his family stay with us that weekend, it was an
opportunity to do so!) Matt will be telling us a bit about his work setting up a
brand-new Christian community on the outskirts of Lincoln and will be
preaching as well.

We are also very much looking forward to a weekend of fun and fellowship on
the 20/21st May. Do join us up at Liss at 6pm for wine and nibbles and to see the
(new-ish) home of the foodbank up there. We will conclude the evening with a
time of worship together as we pray for God’s blessing on that valuable work.
On the Saturday afternoon, we will be meeting for afternoon teas and music at
College Street from 2.30pm, this will be a good time of fellowship together and
we hope you’ll be able to come along!

So, whilst we keep our eyes firmly fixed on our mission to reach out into the
world as people and benefactors of the resurrection, we too look forward with
anticipation for all that is to come in the weeks and months ahead and we ask
for God to bless us as we go.
Your brother in Christ,
Josh.
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Hello everyone,
Thank you to everyone who came and helped at our Spring clean at Petersfield.
It was a lovely time, although tiring, and we achieved a huge amount! The office
has never looked so tidy and as for the loft!!!!
May feels like it is a month of celebrations!
As you all know the URC is celebrating 50 years since its formation. I remember
going to college in 1970 and saying goodbye to my home church, St John’s
Presbyterian Church, Orpington, and while I was gone it became St John’s URC!
It all happened in 1972 and this year we celebrate.
The main event for our area is the day at Hollycombe, right on our doorstep.
May 7th will see a glorious day of worship, fun and fellowship. It isn’t too late to
get tickets so, if you haven’t already, speak to Josh, Jo, Esme, or myself – or go
online and book them.
Meanwhile, of course, we are celebrating 300 years of reformed worship in
Petersfield. On Friday 20th May we are sharing an evening of cheese and wine
with those that run the food bank at our Liss site and it is an opportunity for
everyone to get together, see what’s going on and to meet other clergy from
the area. The evening will also include worship. Do come and join in. If you need
transport, please let one of the office team know.
The following day, Saturday, May 21st, the festivities continue at Petersfield for
afternoon tea – again a lovely opportunity to share fellowship.
And we continue into June with a Family Fun Day on Saturday June 25th. Please
keep the day fee and more details will follow.
God bless you all,
Carol

Dates for your diaries –
Saturday May 7th – URC Big day Out at Hollycombe
Sunday May 15th Stomp for Christian Aid + Forest Church at Queen Elizabeth
Country Park at 2 pm
Tuesday May 17th Church Meeting in the CFC at 7.30 pm
Friday May 20th - Anniversary celebrations at Liss – cheese and wine followed by
an act of worship
Saturday May 21st – Anniversary celebrations at Petersfield – afternoon tea
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Sunday May 22nd – Baptism of Sophie Inglis, daughter of Vicky and Graham
Saturday June 25th – Church Family Fun Day with the theme Alice in
Wonderland.

Longest overdue library book has been returned - 313 years late
If you have ever been late in returning a library book, take heart: the 1704 copy
of The Faith and Practice of a Church of England Man was recently handed back
to Sheffield Cathedral.
A handwritten inscription inside reads: “This Book belongs to ye Lending Library
in Sheffield Church 1709.” It left the library just over 300 years ago.
Sheffield Cathedral’s Reverend Canon Keith Farrow said that the family of a
deceased woman who lived locally had asked in her will for it to be returned.
"Now it’s come back home. It’s a joy to have this little jewel back in the
cathedral.”
With overdue fines of 50p a day, librarians could have charged the family more
than £54,000 for the book — which itself is worth about £300.
The canon joked: “We might have got a new roof or something.”
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A Message from our Church and Community
Worker...
How wonderful, how glorious has this Easter been, to
celebrate all together, to feel God’s Love with and
amongst us. To be in our beautiful Church and to heard
God’s word. Every year I seem to get more emotional
about this time of year. Is it because Jesus died for me? Yes, in part. Is it because
I have a deeper relationship with Our Father year on year? Yes, probably. Maybe
it’s because at Easter it was the first time I started going to Church. And yes, I
did feel I was thrown in at the deep end, but from that very first Sunday, as I
stood in tears hearing for the first time as a Christian what Jesus had done for
me, the penny dropped, and I wanted more.
Fifteen years on my heart has not changed, the Lord has blessed me a hundred
times over. I have listened to his voice; I have been obedient to his word. The
Lord has and does guide me through good and tough times he gives me more
than I need. He brings healing, forgiveness, and wonderful love. With fresh Hope
to all. My heart is joyful for this coming year for the season we are in.
With the Lord with us we can’t help but shine.
Love
Jo Hopkins

Encyclopaedias
Sorting out books for the local fete, a parishioner came across some well-worn
and dusty illustrated encyclopaedias, treasured from his childhood. Unwilling to
part with them, he put them on a shelf in the garage where his small
grandchildren found them and spent many happy hours looking at the pictures.
These books, however, caused him great embarrassment the day the minister
came to visit. One of his grandchildren suddenly said: “Grandad, can we go look
at those dirty books you keep in the garage?”
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Easter crafts and worship
WOW what a morning with over 35 families come to our Littles Fishes Easter
service. The volume was turned up and all have a wonderful time playing
together, creating an Easter Garden, decorating chicks, and making Easter
baskets. A fabulous service in the Church by Rev Josh Thomas was followed by a
frantic Easter egg hunt. No one missed out there were eggs for all. Most left
ready for an afternoon nap, and that was not just our amazing Little Fishes
helpers who week on week do the most fabulous job, sharing God Love to all
the families who come. Thank you xxx
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This month at Ascension Day, we remember Jesus ascending to ‘God’s right
hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). It’s a somewhat neglected Christian festival, taking place
on a Thursday, 40 days after Easter. However, this phrase is used in three
different contexts in the New Testament.
Sitting at God’s right hand
Jesus occupies a position of power and authority at the centre of the universe,
‘exalted to the right hand of God’ (Acts 2:33). This position was secured by His
death and resurrection, enabling us to experience the life of heaven, including
eternal life, forgiveness, healing and the power to transform lives and
communities. Is this our expectation and experience?
Standing at God’s right hand
Our experience of heaven is only partial because of the presence of suffering
and disappointment in our lives. Stephen, the first Christian martyr, saw Jesus
‘standing at the right hand of God’ (Acts 7:56), when being stoned to death. Do
we see that Jesus is on the throne and has a purpose for our lives, even when
we are going through setbacks and difficulties? As a result of Stephen's death,
the church grew and the apostle Paul was impacted. Where do we see the fruit
of the suffering in our lives?
Praying at God’s right hand
Finally, we are told that Jesus is ‘interceding for us’ at God’s right hand (Romans
8:34 & Hebrews 7:25). Jesus is on our side at the heart of the universe and fully
knows our needs when praying for us. He is for us, even when we feel defeated
by the wrong things in our lives. How does this help us now?
So where has Jesus gone? Because He is in heaven, the Ascension opens up the
possibility that we can experience the life of heaven, both now and in eternity.
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Sad passing of Sybil Saunders, past member of St. Paul’s URC LIss and joint
editor of Petersfield and LIss church Messenger from about 2001 to 2011
Letter from Roger Saunders
Dear friends,
In case you haven’t heard by other means, my lovely wife, Sybil, died in
Green Gables Nursing Home in Grayshott, yesterday morning having only
been there since last Monday. She had spent the previous six weeks in the
Royal Surrey County Hospital, Guildford following a fall at home on 10th
February.
It was thought, but not officially diagnosed, that he had a cancerous growth
on the pelvis that may have spread to her brain. She deteriorated quite rapidly
in hospital but they could do no more for her as she didn’t want a referral for
the cancer so she was sent for end-of-life care to the local nursing home.
She leaves behind wonderful memories of a life lived to the full. She was truly
loved by family, friends and many acquaintances for her deeds in always
helping others and being warm and welcoming to everybody and she will be
sadly missed by all, mostly by myself and her immediate family.
I will forward details of the arrangements for a memorial service at Beacon
Hill URC when they are known and there will be a cremation service just for
the family.
I am sorry to have to pass on this devastating news but I know that you would
like to know of Sybil’s passing.
In sorrow,
Roger
Her devoted husband

(This sad news was passed on by Tony Phillips on 25th March, unfortunately too
late to include in April’s edition, but I felt it important that Roger’s letter should
be included in an edition of The Messenger. Our thoughts and prayers are with
Roger and family -Carolyn.)
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Food Bank Updates
Increased Need
The need for help has been increasing from 66 packs
issued in January, 88 in February to 99 in March. This
clearly shows the pressures locally due to the cost-ofliving rises.
Please note new opening times: Stock and Donations: Mondays and Wednesdays: 9.30 am – 11.30 am
Distribution:
Tuesdays and Fridays:
9.30 am – 11.30 am
At Petersfield Methodist Church
For more information please check our website: Petersfield Food Bank
(pactfoodbank.org.uk)

We will be open every Wednesday from 2.00pm3.30pm. This is when you can meet us, have a cuppa
and take away your food bags. Delivery will be
arranged for those on foot.
In addition, the Ring and Drop system will continue ring 01730 00659/300921 or
text 07570792525 before Monday Lunchtime for a Wednesday morning
delivery.
Remember the Liss foodbank is for surrounding villages as well as Liss. It can be
accessed without a referral.
Please continue to drop off donations in St Mary’s Rectory porch 111 Station
road or bring them to the store on a Wednesday afternoon.

Free Shop Petersfield
The Shop collects food from supermarkets, farms, community gardens and
others, that would otherwise go to waste.
Anyone is welcome to come along and take what they need.
It is not part of the Food Bank, the goal is purely to keep good food out of
landfill.
The Free Shop is located to the right of Petersfield Station Entrance.
Opening times: Wednesday 1.30 pm – 3 pm
Friday & Saturday 10 am – 12 noon
For more information contact: easthampshirerail.co.uk/freeshop-shop
Or call Lucy on 07988043870
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Petersfield and Liss United Reformed Church
Update on regular weekday activities
Please note the following updates.
• Drop in Tea – Drop-In Tea for May will be on
Tuesday 10 May. This is an opportunity for
anyone to come to the CFC for a chat and a
cuppa and even some cake! Call in any time
between 2 and 4pm. Come when you can - go when you must! We look
forward to seeing you then.
Julie, Keith and Mary
• Little Fishes – this is now running again at St. Paul’s Liss. This will be
Mondays 9.30 am – 11.30 am during term time only.
• Friday Fellowship – this has now moved to the second Friday of the
month.

Rotas – May 2022
Date
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Duty Elders
Julie Penjovic
John Lewis
Wendy Cassar & Julie Penjovic
Carol Tubbs
Keith Evans

AV
David Darling
Keith Evans
John Lewis
David Darling
Carolyn Barton

Welcomers’ Rota
Date
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29
▪
▪
▪
▪

Welcomers
Ron Wing
Kay Pennicotte-Henry
Sue Bone
Di Lugger
John Lewis

Please arrive 30mins before start of the service.
When all have arrived, count the adults and children, and enter the
numbers on the notice board record sheet.
Carry the offertory box to the Communion Table for the service.
If your date is not suitable, please adjust with another person as a swap.
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar – May 2022
Please note Services are held at College Street, Petersfield unless otherwise
stated
Sunday
Tuesday

1
3

Wednesday

4

10.30 am
9.30 am
7.30pm
2.30 pm

Thursday

5

10 am
7.30 pm

Sunday
Monday

8
9

Tuesday

10

Thursday

12

Friday
Sunday
Monday

13
15
16

Tuesday

17

Wednesday 18
Thursday
19
Sunday
Monday

22
23

Tuesday
Thursday

24
26

Sunday

29

10.30 am
9.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
2 pm – 4pm
7. 30 pm
10 am
8 pm
10.30 am
10.30 am
9.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
2 pm
7.30 pm
2.30 pm
10 am
7.30 pm
10.30 am
9.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
10 am
8.00 pm
10.30 am

Andrew Simons
Little Fishes
Elders’ Meeting
Home Fellowship Group
Prayer Meeting
Home Fellowship Group

CFC
CFC
1 Crundles
CFC & Zoom
Buckmore Farmhouse

Minister & Rev. Matt Rigden
Little Fishes
St Paul’s Liss
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Little Fishes
CFC
Drop-in Tea
CFC
Womens’ Fellowship
CFC
Prayer Meeting
CFC & Zoom
Home Group
12 Geddes Way
Friday Fellowship
CFC
Holy Communion
Little Fishes
St.Paul’s Liss
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Little Fishes
CFC
Connie’s Handicraft
CFC
Group
Church Meeting
Home Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
CFC & Zoom
Home Group
Buckmore Farmhouse
Minister
Little Fishes
St Paul’s Liss
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Little Fishes
CFC
Prayer Meeting
CFC & Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
12 Geddes Way
Mary Fair
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more
Missions each month. If you support a mission that has any information and
prayer updates, please send these to the editor so that they can be included

Support For Ukraine
The continued response to our Ukraine Christian Partnership (UCP) crisis appeal
is overwhelming. Thank you so much for your generosity!
As well as all the kind individual donations, Connie's handicraft group handed
over a marvellous £140, and the church transferred the superb sum of £935.50.
This was UCP's share of the monies collected following our church service at the
beginning of the war.
And what a great idea by Arlo and the Rooney family to make these beautiful
Ukrainian-coloured candles. This raised a wonderful £153.
For the latest news on our Ukraine work please go to www.ukrainecp.org and
click on latest news. Thank you everyone for your continued kindness!
David Darling
Romans 12:21: Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.
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A Prayer For Ukraine
Lord of lords and Prince of Peace, our politicians are predicting the biggest war
in Europe since 1945, and we simply cry out to you urgently to write another
story in our time. Thwart the dark machinations of evil men. Give wisdom
beyond human wisdom to peacemakers seeking an equitable and less violent
way. May politicians exercise the wisdom from above, which is peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, and full of mercy [James 3:17].
Father God, King of all nations, we cry out to you now for the people of Ukraine.
We ask you to rescue those who are vulnerable from the hands of their enemies
that they may live without fear before you all their days [Luke 1:74-75].
Holy Spirit, we pray for the church in Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the
population call themselves Christian. Give our many brothers and sisters in that
nation courage in this crisis that they may proclaim the good news of your
kingdom, bind up broken hearts, and bring comfort to all who mourn. [Isaiah
61:1-2].
You Lord, make wars cease to the end of the earth; you break bows, shatter
spears, and burn shields with fire [Psalm 46:9]. And so we ask you now to save
the lives of many people in Ukraine. Make a peace that is strong and not weak.
De-escalate this crisis. We hear of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], but
you Lord are our rock, our fortress and our deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so,
we address the nations now. In the name of Jesus, we say: Be still and know
God! He is exalted among the nations; He shall be exalted in the earth. [Psalm
46:10].
Amen
(Taken and adapted from 24-7 Prayer International )
https://www.24-7prayer.com/a-prayer-for-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
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Christian Aid Week
15-21 May 2022

Hungry to provide

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like
Jessica’s.
The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought have
robbed her of the power to provide for her children.
And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in Zimbabwe
and around the globe.
Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and
Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger.
But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you.
Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help Jessica set up water taps on her
farm, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought – giving her
all she needs to turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope.
Join us this Christian Aid Week and help turn hunger into hope.
With every gift, every action, every prayer, we celebrate and share hope with
our sisters and brothers facing crisis around the world, from Ukraine to
Zimbabwe.

Look out for the ‘Quiztian’ Aid Quiz on Saturday 21 May
£5 to enter, prizes to be won.
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The story behind ‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’
Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the
bounds of Easter and gets sung regularly at other times of the year. It has two
stories behind it.
First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but instead was
written by Handel for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746.
Originally the words ran ‘See the conquering hero comes’, for Handel’s opera
tells the story (found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews, Judas
Maccabeus, who led an army against the Syrians and restored worship at the
Temple. With its triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to learn
and sing, and can be (and has been!) played to great effect either by the
trumpets, on an organ in a large resonant church, or even on guitars (!).
Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884, which was 138 years
after the music. We owe them to the Revd Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor
from Lausanne. Ordained in the Free Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35
years as the pastor of Vevey on Lake Geneva. Budry wrote the hymn in French
(‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console himself after the death of his first wife, and a year
later (1885) it was published in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into
English – translated by a Baptist minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard
Hoyle.
It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming those words with that
music, but when they did, the hymn really took off. By 1904 it was being
translated into other languages.
The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was the battle of
Judas Maccabeus, or the battle over sin which was won by Christ on the cross
and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of course, marked the biggest victory over
the biggest enemies of all time: sin and death.
What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle music had
become one of the world’s most popular and well-known Easter hymns? He
was a devout man, working for the poor, praying twice each day, and attending
St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it seems pretty certain that he would be delighted.
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Eco corner - information and updates from the
Eco Group
We offer a few tips on possibilities for more than kerbside recycling, for refilling
and reusing in Petersfield….to be good stewards of God’s beautiful creation!
Plastic bag recycling available at some supermarkets including Waitrose and
Tesco’s Petersfield.
Please see the Petersfield infant school recycling poster, but if it is more
convenient to you, there is a crate in the church vestibule for these items which
David Barton then kindly takes to the school. Newsflash - they no longer accept
crisp packets, but Liss junior school may still do, see below.
Liss junior school, if you live in Liss or are passing you might like to know that
9am -3pm during term time, Monday to Friday, reception will accept the items
below. You can also now leave these items in the crate for Liss junior school in
the church vestibule, to be kindly taken to the school by one of our members
who lives near the school.
Liss JS: - Digestive and other biscuit wrappers; cracker and cake wrappers; crisp
packets; oral care products – toothpaste tubes and toothbrushes; pringle tubes,
all clean and tied in a bag.
The Petersfield Household Waste recycling Centre, 4-6 Bedford Road, will take
items that the kerbside collection won’t and this can be checked at Petersfield |
Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk). No-one wants to take a part carload
to the tip. An opportunity for collaboration with folk who live nearby?
Refill and Replenish, 15 the High Street, Petersfield, Tuesdays to Saturdays 9am
– 5 pm
Sells food stuffs, handwash, floor cleaner, other cleaning products and other
items. (Value for money varies greatly, rolled oats for making porridge
recommended for competitive value and brown Basmati rice reasonable).
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bring your clean containers (Tupperware, bags, jars etc)
Weigh your containers.
Fill your containers.
Reweigh your containers.
Pay.

Juniper - sustainable goods and refillery, 33 Lavant Street, Petersfield, Mon-Sat
9am-5pm
Similar method of use as Refill and Replenish, different range. Also sell
homemade sourdough bread once a week.
For more ideas and inspiration on eco matters save the date- Sunday
17th July Petersfield Town Council in collaboration with Petersfield Climate
Action Network (PeCAN) will be holding Petersfield’s first ever Eco-Fair.
This exciting event “celebrating earth-friendly living” will be held on the Heath
and will be a fun, informative day-out for all the family. Get tips and ideas for
reducing your carbon footprint whether it be by saving energy in your home,
upcycling those clothes you no longer want or by getting back on your bike.
Learn how you can help increase biodiversity with good gardening practice or by
letting your garden grow a little wilder. There will be talks, an art exhibition,
children’s activities, and live music throughout the day, with a choice of food
and drink and things to buy, all ethically sourced and using minimum packaging.
Entrance is free so come along and have fun.

Eco church questionnaire - The Eco Group has started looking at an Eco church
questionnaire, wondering whether and when our church might be ready to
apply for a Bronze award. The church will be looking at this in our various roles,
committees and working on it at church meeting over the coming months and
asking ourselves – is there anything we could do, at church and in our own lives,
in a way that is better for the environment? The answer will be slightly different
for each of us, but every little bit helps in our “environmental and climate
emergency”.
Fiona Darling, on behalf of the Eco group (Hannah Thomas, David Barton, Val
Hart and David Darling)

Page 21

Recycling at Petersfield Infant School
We welcome the following items which help to raise valuable funds for our school

used batteries
empty toothpaste tubes, used toothbrushes & toothbrush heads
used pens used stamps
red, green or blue plastic milk bottle tops
unwanted spectacles (without the cases)
household cleaning wipes packaging
tinted fabric conditioner bottles and caps
dishwasher and laundry capsules or tablets plastic packaging
plastic air freshener packaging,
air fresheners and cartridges
any brand of flexible plastic cheese pouches
plastic nets from mini cheese packets
any brand of individual plastic cheese wrappers
any brand of sliced cheese protective plastic film

All of these items help raise much needed funds for our school with the exception of the
used stamps which raise money for Canine Partners
and the spectacles, which go towards the Lions Club of Petersfield ‘Sight For Life’ initiative

Simply drop your recycling at the Front Door on St Peters Road and we will do the rest!

THANK YOU!
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John & Charles Wesley, evangelists & hymn-writers
John and Charles Wesley were the founders of Methodism. Two of 19 children
born to Samuel and Susannah Wesley of Epworth Rectory in Lincolnshire in 1703
and 1707, their father was the local rector, while their mother was a spiritual
inspiration to her many children.
Both John and Charles went to Christ Church, Oxford (1720 and 1726). John was
ordained, and Charles and some friends formed a ‘Holy Club’ while still at
college. It consisted of men who dedicated themselves to Bible study, prayer,
fasting and good works. Such regular disciplines soon earned Charles the
nickname ‘Methodist’. The name stuck.
Both Charles and John felt called to the mission field, and so in 1735 they sailed
to Georgia. Their time among Indians in America was not a success – they
struggled for any real spiritual authority in their ministries. Feeling failures, they
returned to England in some depression. John summed it up: “I went to America
to convert the Indians; but, oh, who shall convert me?”
Then the Wesleys made friends with some Moravians. They stressed that
salvation cannot be earned but must be received by grace through faith in
Christ. Charles was the first to experience this ‘true’ conversion, when on
Pentecost Sunday, 21st May 1738, he wrote that the Spirit of God ‘chased away
the darkness of my unbelief.’
Only three days later, on 24th May 1738, it was John’s turn. As he wrote in his
journal: “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street,
where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a
quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the
heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.”
John and Charles Wesley then devoted the rest of their lives to sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ. In doing so, they turned England upside-down. When the
established Church threw John out, he took to the fields, preaching to coal
miners and commoners. His itinerant evangelism took him 250,000 miles on
horseback and to preach over 40,000 sermons. His small ‘societies’ attracted
some 120,000 followers by the time of his death.
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Charles became the most prolific and skilled hymn-writer in English history,
writing hymns that are sung widely today, such as ‘Love Divine, All Loves
Excelling.’ In all, he wrote more than 6,000 hymns.
The legacy of the two brothers lives on. As well as Methodism, their teaching
has widely impacted the holiness movement, the Pentecostal movement, and
the charismatic movement.

India passes another anti-conversion law
Haryana has become the 10th state in India to pass an anti-conversion law
limiting the freedom of Christians to share their faith and the right of Hindus to
convert freely. A similar Bill is poised for final approval in another state,
Karnataka.
As religious nationalism has taken hold across India, there has been a marked
increase in attacks against the country’s Christian minority. In 2021 there were
486 instances of violence and harassment against Christians – a rise of 74 per
cent, according to a report by the United Christian Forum (UCF).
There are more than 200 million Dalits in India, and upwards of 40 per cent of
India’s Christians are said to come from a Dalit background. The name means
literally ‘broken’ or ‘scattered’. The movement of Dalits towards Christianity
began in the 19th century, as many sought to escape caste persecution. It
continues today.
One Release International partner ‘Neeraj’ describes why he changed his
religion to become a Christian. “I constantly used to hear my mother saying we
were untouchables – sub-human was the word she used – that we were not
human beings.
“Hinduism says there are 330 million gods, but none of these died for a sinner
like me. It was only Jesus. It is He who gives me hope. I was told I was created to
be less than an animal, but it is Jesus who says, ‘No, I created you in My image.’
That's why I love Jesus.”
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For our younger readers ...
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Crossword
Across
1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy
11:4) (11)
9 ‘The — are mantled with corn’
(Psalm 65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his
side’(Exodus32:27)(5)
11 On the death of Jesus the
curtain in the temple was torn
from— to bottom (Matthew 27:51)
(3)
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the
good he ought——and doesn’t do
it, sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions
from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)
22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ feet’
(John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in
Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has(anag.)(3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah
51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2
Timothy 1:16) (11)
Down
2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4)
4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke
2:13) (4)
5 Slip (anag.) (4)
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6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become
your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8 ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3)
24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or Shiva(5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah
as judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)
(Solution on page 28)

MAZE
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Sudoku

Easy

Medium

Parking space
Angus was driving down the street worried because he had an important
meeting and couldn’t find a parking place. So, looking up toward heaven, he said
“Lord, take pity on me. If you find me a parking place, I will go to church every
Sunday for the rest of my life and give up whisky.” A moment later,
miraculously, a parking place appeared. Angus looked up again and said, “Never
mind. I found one.”

Crossword Solution
ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16, To do. 17,
Incite. 18, Load. 20, West. 21, Notice. 22, Wash. 23, Thin. 25, Ash. 28, Noah’s.
29, Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus.
DOWN: 2, Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing. 8,
Opportunity. 12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A cross. 19, Abstain. 20, Wet. 24, Hindu. 25,
Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero.
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News from the United Reformed Church
items from the March edition of the Synod News
URC Wessex Synod - Big Day Out
Date: 7th May 2022
Time: 11am till 5pm
Venue: Hollycombe Steam Fair and Museum near Liss
(Wessex Synod will have sole use of the whole site)
Theme: Jubilee: 50th anniversary of the URC
Joint Public Issues Team Conference – 11 June 2022
‘From the Ground Up: unearthing hope and seeking justice’
JPIT Conference takes place online and in London on 11 June 2022.
Further details: https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/conference/
The conference will focus on the increasing significance of the ‘local’ in action
for change. During the pandemic, the local has taken on a renewed importance,
and the needs, characteristics and opportunities in our communities have been
seen in different ways. The local is playing a new role in the political landscape
too, with the ‘levelling up’ agenda and regional and national identities assuming
prominence, and grassroots community organising bringing new power to
campaigning.
We will begin here, asking how we can listen to our communities and amplify
local voices in order to work for change at national and international levels. The
conference will seek to equip participants with new tools to use in their own
context in order to call for change.
Keynote speakers at the conference will include Emma Revie, CEO of The
Trussell Trust, Marsha De Cordova MP and Bishop Mike Royal, incoming General
Secretary of Churches Together in England.
The conference is open to anyone who is inspired about working for change,
from those already active to those who don’t know where to begin. There will
be opportunities to respond creatively, to share in worship and to gather the
tools needed to go out in hope.
We hope to make the conference as accessible as possible, which is why we are
offering free tickets for those who have low incomes and for anyone aged under
25. These tickets are supported by the opportunity for other attendees to
‘donate a ticket’ when they purchase their own (costs are £5 for online, £12 for
in person). Tickets can be booked at bit.ly/JPIT2022
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50th

The URC’s
Jubilee
Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration
If you asked for a seat or two to be reserved for the October 1 service, you
should now have received an email from Eventbrite with your ticket/s. Please
keep these safe as the codes will be needed to gain entry to the venue. You can
bring a print out of the PDF or show them on your phone. You can also visit the
Eventbrite website to amend the number of tickets required or cancel them if
needed.
More than 600 tickets have been reserved and so if you have yet to reserve
any, please do so soon:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/50th-anniversary-service-of-thanksgivingand-celebration-free-event-tickets-163843796205
Please encourage others to book the free tickets as well.
Celebrate Together
Copies of Celebrate Together, the brilliant new, joyously colourful anniversary
booklet by Sam Richards and Ruth White, illustrated by Mark Beech and put
together by Sara Foyle, are available to order from the URC Bookshop. The book
is free so please order as many as you can use. Please share this in your Synods,
with committees and other networks so that the anniversary year starts in a
celebratory fashion.
Local church packs
All churches will receive a pack in the next month containing worship resources,
a drama, a quiz, posters and other resources to help with anniversary plans. The
resources will also be available to download.
URC at 50: Worship Resources - All the details can be found at:
https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/ (scroll past the videos).
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar May
May

1

Blandford Forum; Fareham

8

High Cross Church, Camberley; Parkstone

15

Bournmouth, Iford; Romsey, Braishfield

22

Bridport; South Hayling Island; Wonersh

29

Bournemouth International Church; Sarisbury Green
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Lectionary Bible Readings for May
1

Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) ;Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19

8

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30

15
22
29

Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 or
John 5:1-9
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:4453

Important - Sensitive issues
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the
content is suitable for public exposure. When composing an article, if there is
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the
website, please inform the editor, Carolyn Barton.
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views of
Petersfield and Liss URC leadership.

The deadline for the June Messenger is Sunday 15 May 2022. Please send
articles to Messenger Editor, Carolyn Barton, tel 01730 265884 e-mail
carolynbarton.barton6@gmail.com
Sodoku Solutions
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Church Contact Details
Church

Petersfield : College Street,
Petersfield GU31 4AG

Liss : Hillbrow Road,
Liss GU33 7PX

01730 266475
Minister

Rev Joshua Thomas
Tel 07734 254983

minister@petersfieldurc.com
Church Office

Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays

Church &
Community
Worker
Telephone

Mrs Jo Hopkins
01730 266475

Website

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com
Church Family Centre
01730 266475
www.petersfieldurc.com

E-mail

admin@petersfieldurc.com

Sunday
Services

Mornings at 10.30 am
Services will be held at College Street

Secretary

Mrs Carol Tubbs
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane
Liss Forest
GU33 7BJ
Tel 01730 893489
Mobile 07766 412160.
Mr Jim Cleverly,
4 Crundles,
Petersfield GU31 4PJ
Tel 01730 300558

Treasurer

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ;
and to make disciples”
Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office

