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From the Minister .. 
 

Advent is the season of waiting — a quiet, sacred pause in 

the rush of life. Each week we light another candle, watching 

the gentle glow push back the darkness. It’s a time of preparation, of hopeful 

expectation, as we ready our hearts once more for the coming of Christ. 

This year, Hannah, Isla, Joel and I find ourselves in a very real season of waiting. 

As you know we are expecting a new baby at any time now, our days are filled 

with anticipation, questions, preparations, and joy. The word expecting feels 

deeply Advent-shaped. We know something wonderful is on the way, but we 

don’t yet know exactly when or how it will unfold. We live in the in-between — 

in that holy tension between promise and fulfilment. 

That’s what Advent is all about. The Church, like an expectant mother, waits in 

hope. We wait between Christ’s first coming as a baby in Bethlehem and His 

promised return to renew all things. And just as unseen growth happens quietly 

in the womb, so God works in hidden ways within us and among us, preparing 

new life we cannot yet see. 

Waiting isn’t always easy. Whether we’re waiting for a baby, a new beginning, 

or even just a fresh sense of God’s presence, waiting stretches our faith. It asks 

us to trust that something is being formed — even when we can’t yet hold it. 

Mary knew that kind of waiting. Her months of expectancy were not just about 

carrying a child, but about carrying promise. She waited in faith, believing that 

God’s word to her would be fulfilled. 
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As we journey through Advent together at Petersfield and Liss United 

Reformed Church, may we learn to wait well — not with frustration or fear, but 

with hope and readiness. For God is faithful. The light is coming. And just as 

surely as a baby arrives in due time, so too will God’s promises be born among 

us. 

So, we wait — with open hands, full hearts, and a deep sense of wonder. 

Because in every season of waiting, God is already at work bringing life. 

“But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” — Romans 

8:25 

Every blessing,  

Your brother in Christ,  

Josh.      

Prayer for Christmas 2025 
 

Dear Father, 
Christmas is coming. It’s all such a rush – planning, shopping, spending, 
wrapping, posting, stressing! What’s it all about? 

Lord, help us, in all the rat-race busyness, to make time to focus on that 
baby at the centre of it all. That baby who is Your Son, who was with You in the 
beginning and who, with You, created all things; that baby who brings life and 
light and hope and salvation; that baby who was and is Jesus, God, made man. 

Lord, we thank You for that baby-gift to us – the greatest gift there has 
ever been. Thank You that because He came, grew up, lived, died and rose 
again, there is light in the darkness of this world’s mess – light that can never be 
put out, that evil can never overcome. 

Jesus is the Light of the World. Putting our trust in Him, we thank You Lord, 
for Christmas – for Your grace and love for us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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Message from our Church and Community Worker... 
 

Our Children in Children’s Church have done so well learning 

all about the Transcarpathia in the Ukraine. Over five weeks 

they learnt about the produce they grow. The different 

languages they speak because of the different countries 

which have occupied them. Their history and culture, and 

schooling. And sadly, about the war. The children all wanted 

the October All Age Worship to be a celebration and a time for their hope for a 

peaceful future to be shared. They raised £217.00, which Isla Thomas presented 

to David Darling on behalf of the children.  
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 Remembrance Sunday, with the beautiful 
poppies made by Connie’s Handicraft. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Next the Children’s Church lead the service on 7th December, with their 

Christmas Nativity. Last year some of our children asked to have more of a role, 

so as promised, I asked Isla to pick and adapt a Nativity play.  

Catherine, Joel and Isla star in the performance. With Alfie being the main 

reader and who has written the prayers. Thank you to all the children and team 

members for making it another cracker. 

And have a wonderful Christmas. 

Love 

Jo   

     

 
Well known pilot 
 
At Sunday school, the younger children were drawing pictures to illustrate a 
biblical story. The teacher was startled to see one little boy was drawing an 
airplane. "This is the Flight into Egypt," the little boy explained. "See, here is 
Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. And this," he said, pointing to the figure in the 
front of the plane, "is Pontius. He's the Pilot."  
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Food Bank Updates 
 

  Our opening times are: - 
Stock and Donations:  Mondays and 
Wednesdays: 9.30 am – 11.30 am 
Distribution: Tuesdays and Fridays:   
9.30 am – 11.30 am 

At Petersfield Methodist Church 
 

For more information please check our website: Petersfield Food Bank 
(pactfoodbank.org.uk) 
 
 

 
Open every Wednesday from 2pm till 3. 30pm at St 
Mary’s.  You can meet us, enjoy a cuppa and take 
away your food bags. Delivery can be arranged for 
those on foot. Can’t get to St. Mary’s? Then a 

Wednesday delivery can be arranged if a request is made by lunchtime on 
Monday. Ring 01730 00659/300921 or text 07570792525 
The Liss Foodbank is for surrounding villages as well as Liss. It can be accessed 
for your short-term need without a referral. 
 Please continue to drop off donations in St. Mary’s Rectory porch, 111 Station 
Road, or bring donations to St. Mary’s on a Wednesday afternoon.  
 

Free Shop Petersfield  
The Shop collects food from supermarkets, farms, community gardens and 
others, that would otherwise go to waste.  
Anyone is welcome to come along and take what they need.  
It is not part of the Food Bank; the goal is purely to keep good food out of 
landfill.  
The Free Shop is located to the right of Petersfield Station Entrance.  
Opening times: Wednesday 1.30 pm – 3 pm  
Friday & Saturday 10 am – 11.30 am  
For more information contact: easthampshirerail.co.uk/freeshop-shop  
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://pactfoodbank.org.uk/
https://pactfoodbank.org.uk/
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Petersfield and Liss United Reformed Church 

Update on regular weekday activities 

Please note the following updates. 

• Drop in Tea – Drop-In Tea for December will be on the 9th and for 
January will be on the 13th.This is an opportunity for anyone to come to 
the CFC for a chat and a cuppa and even some cake!  Call in any time 
between 2 and 4pm.  Come when you can - go when you must! We look 
forward to seeing you then. 

          Julie, Keith and Mary 
 

 Rotas – December 2025 /January 2026  

 
Welcomers’ Rota December 2025 /January 2026  

Date Welcomers 

7 December  Anne Glenn 

14 December Di Lugger 

21 December Roy Knight 

25 December TBC 

28 December Isaac Oru 

4 January Tim Abbott 

11 January  Wendy Holdsworth 

18 January Robin Hart 

25 January Tony Phillips 
▪ Please arrive 30mins before start of the service 
▪ When all have arrived, count the adults and children, and enter the 

 numbers on the notice board record sheet. 
▪ Carry the offertory box to the Communion Table for the service. 
▪ If your date is not suitable, please adjust with another person as a swap. 

 

Date Duty Elders AV 

7 December Isaac Oru Keith Evans 

14 December David Barton Carolyn Barton 

21 December Wendy Cassar & Tim Abbott Jonathan Oru 

25 December  TBC David Darling 

28 December  Mary Fair Roy Knight 

4 January TBC David Darling 

11 January TBC Keith Evans 

18 January TBC Roy Knight 

25 January  TBC Carolyn Barton 

http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=paragraph+breaks&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=W4KAdClFiHF7wM&tbnid=IhyJPrW9tZ-qAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-3196.html&ei=OX9HUc-hOcXuOtaFgcgH&bvm=bv.43828540,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNEEH85oPYOx9ZWYAKyflvgLs7bcCA&ust=1363726516495600
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Petersfield and Liss Church Calendar - December 2025 
Please note Services are held at College Street, Petersfield. 

 

Monday 1 1 pm Ladies’ Bible Studies Sanctuary 

3.45-4.45 
pm 

Forest Church CFC 

Tuesday 2 9.30 am Little Fishes CFC 

7.30 pm Town Carols & J John Festival Hall 

Thursday  4 10 am Prayer Meeting Sanctuary 

2.30 pm Home Group 84 Moggs Mead 

7 pm  Home Group Buckmore Farmhouse 

8 pm  Home Group 12 Geddes Way 

Saturday 6 6 pm The Nativity- Nathan Ward Sanctuary 

Sunday 7 10.30 am Children’s Church – 2nd Advent 

Monday 8 1pm Ladies’ Bible Studies Sanctuary 
3.45-4.45 

pm 
Forest Church CFC 

Tuesday 9 9.30 am  Little Fishes CFC 

2-4 pm Drop-in Tea CFC 

7. 30 pm Women’s Fellowship CFC 

Thursday 11 10 am Prayer Meeting Sanctuary 

Friday  12 10.30 am Friday Fellowship Sanctuary 

Saturday 13 3 pm  National Trust Talk Sanctuary 

Sunday 14 10.30 am Liss Band – 3rd Advent 

Monday 15 1pm Ladies’ Bible Studies Sanctuary 

  3.35-4.45 
pm 

Forest Church CFC 

Tuesday 16 9.30 am Little Fishes CFC 

2 pm Connies’ Handicraft Group CFC 
Thursday 18 10 am Prayer Meeting Sanctuary 

2.30 pm Home Group 84 Moggs Mead 

7 pm PACT Carols in the Square 

Saturday 20 6 pm Dragonflies concert Sanctuary 

Sunday 21 10.30 am Mary Fair -Communion 

Thursday 25 10 am Minister -Christmas Day Service 

Sunday 28  10.30 am Tony Phillips 
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar –January 2026 
 

Thursday  1 10 am Prayer Meeting Sanctuary 

2.30 pm Home Group  84 Moggs Mead 

Sunday 4 10.30 am Peter Jolly 

Tuesday  6 7.30 pm Elders’ Meeting  CFC 

Thursday  8 10 am  Prayer Meeting Sanctuary 

Friday 9 10.30 am Friday Fellowship CFC 

Sunday  11 10.30 am Minister 

Monday  12  1 pm  Ladies’ Bible Studies Sanctuary 

Tuesday  13 9.30 am Little Fishes CFC 

2-4 pm Drop-in Tea CFC 

7.30 pm Women’s Fellowship CFC 

Thursday  15 10 am Prayer Meeting Sanctuary 

2.30 pm Home Group 84 Moggs Mead 

7 pm Home Group Buckmore Farmhouse 

8 pm Home Group 12 Geddes Way 

Sunday 18 10.30 am Minister - Communion 

Monday  19 1 pm  Ladies’ Bible Studies Sanctuary 

Tuesday  20 9.30 am Little Fishes CFC 

2 pm Connie’s Handicraft 
Group 

CFC 

Thursday 22 10 am Prayer Meeting Sanctuary 

2-4 pm Games Afternoon CFC 

Friday 23 10.30 am Friday Reflection Sanctuary 

Sunday 25 10.30 am Minister – Café Church 

Monday 26 1 pm  Ladie’s Bible Studies Sanctuary 

Tuesday  27 9.30 am Little Fishes CFC 

7.30 pm  Church Meeting Sanctuary 

Thursday 29 10 am Prayer Meeting  Sanctuary 

7 pm Home Group Buckmore Farmhouse 

8 pm Home Group 12 Geddes Way 
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more 
Missions each month.  If you support a mission that has any information and 
prayer updates, please send these to the editor so that they can be included  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

What a lovely Ukraine-focused cafe church service we recently had.  Thank you 
to all involved – both young and old.  The collection afterwards raised the 
wonderful sum of £217.20 (+ gift aid) – many thanks to everyone (and a special 
thanks to Isla and Joel for their encouragement of donations ☺)  Thanks also to 
Connie’s handicraft group for another very kind donation of £100. 

Transcarpathia 
We are continuing to provide badly needed medical supplies to elderly villagers 
in the village of Akli (thanks again to those who are supporting this) and have 
recently helped with other medical costs and equipment. 

Kherson 
Sadly, Russian ‘human safari’ drones are now reaching further from the front 
line (Dnipro river) and even getting to the village of Chornobaivka, on the north-
western outskirts of Kherson city, where Pastor Sergey’s church is.  A drone hit 
the church recently, but thank the Lord no-one was injured.  Drone nets have 
now been installed around the church to provide protection.  The church is also 
building a concrete shelter with UCP support to not only help against future 
drone attacks, but Russian artillery.  Please pray for the safety and wellbeing of 
Pastor Sergey, his church and the local community. 

Volunteers who deliver food and medicines to elderly and housebound folk in 
the most dangerous parts of Kherson city have been pleased to receive UCP 
protective vests and drone detectors.  These volunteers also transport the sick 
to hospital and this protective equipment will enable them to carry on this 
invaluable service. 

 

Mission News
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We and the dear folk we support in Ukraine are just so grateful for all your 
ongoing support, whether that is in prayer or donations.  We pray that God may 
raise up peacemakers and bring this terrible war to an end 

David Darling, Ukraine Christian Partnership www.ukrainecp.org) 

 

 
 

Drone strike on Pastor Sergey’s church in Chornobaivka 
 

 

Drone netting being installed to give church protection 
 
 

 
 

Kherson volunteers with new protective vests & drone detectors 
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So like Psalm 121 by Robin Hart   

 
I lifted up mine eyes from the faithful helm to see the golden crack of dawn 
silhouette the Norwegian mountains, beyond my eastern horizon, from far 
across the ruffled windswept waters at this autumnal equinoctial time.  
 
My guiding stars through the arduous night were no longer discernible, but my 
help now came from the rising sun which gives us life and truly awakened me in 
its splendid magnificence. 
 
The heavens above were streaked in those wonderful shafts of ever-changing 
appearance as the day brightened and kept me from any slumber. The sea birds 
about me could be seen eyeing the sea, seeking a catch to sustain their living. 
 
From out of the north came a vast pod of Pilot whales passing either side of my 
thin shell of a yacht, which gave me protection, as they migrated in huge 
numbers away from the malevolence of the arctic winter. 
 
I too, felt the same urge to sail and preserve my own livelihood by swiftly 
following in the wake of those whales. While the weather window was holding 
good and to rebuff the winds that may smite me on my course sou’west 
towards the protection of Shetland, the yacht made haste during the shortening 
daylight hours, giving hope to another clear moonlit night once more. 
 
I was acutely reminded of the enormous distances of migration when a raucous 
flock of Arctic Terns came close in proximity on my starboard quarter, for their 
own self-preservation during their entire lifetime they fly the length of the 
Atlantic from Arctic to Antarctic and back again to sustain their breeding cycle.  
 
There were no sands around the yacht to witness footsteps accompanying me 
but I had a feeling from the wind in that vast open sea, a sense existed that the 
Lord was with me, which at the time made the words of psalm 121 so truthfully 
a reality. 
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The Best Gift 
 

All of us have received unwanted gifts at 
Christmas. For Joseph the gift of a child, as 
recorded in Matthew chapter 1, was not 
something he really wanted. Although he was 
engaged to Mary, her pregnancy would be 
grounds for divorce. Not surprisingly, with the 
associated social disgrace, Joseph wanted to divorce Mary quietly (Matthew 
1:19). However, God intervened in a dream: ‘The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel, which means, God with us.’ 
(1:23). In a scary and uncertain world, what does the message of Immanuel say 
to us today?  
 
God is present with us 
God assured Joseph that He was working in all that Joseph was going through. 
The eternal and creator God entered time and space as a baby. This baby is both 
uniquely divine but also fully human. This means that we can know God 
personally, not just know about Him. The Holy Spirit is committed to making 
Jesus’ life and character real in us, and bringing meaning to our circumstances, 
just as He worked in Mary’s life. 
 
God is on our side 
Christmas touches some raw nerves in our lives, including stress, family rows, 
loneliness and financial pressures. However, God does not remain aloof from 
our experiences. In Jesus He enters our world of hopes and fears, joys and 
disappointments. He understands what we are going through, as He is alongside 
us. By the cross and resurrection, He gave His life that we might know His love, 
joy, peace and forgiveness. 
 
For Joseph, as well as us, the Christmas message is one of hope in an uncertain 
world. It is a time to re-consider the claims of Immanuel (‘God with us’) as we 
entrust ourselves to Him for the coming year. 
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 Recycling 
 

As Petersfield Infant School is no longer able to accept recycling, we have been asked to share 
a list of alternative recycling opportunities for those waste streams 

• Plastic milk bottle tops - Recycle with milk bottles in your home recycling collection. 

just leave the bottle tops on the rinsed bottles and place in your black recycling bin 

• Batteries - These can be recycled in numerous shops including electrical stores. Robert 

Dyas. WH Smith and Tesco 

• Spectacles - Recycle in-store at all local opticians. Petersfield Lions Club also offer 

collections at the following locations: Winton House. Swan Surgery and the Community 

Centre 

•  Stamps - Nationwide Building Society. 2 Chapel St. Petersfield GU32 3JD. collected for 

the Salvation Army 

• Dishwasher pods and laundry packaging - Plastic wrapping can be recycled with flexible 

plastic at collection points in local supermarkets including Tesco and Aldi. At Aldi Havant 

you can recycle dishwasher tablet and washing capsule tubs. Flexible packaging for 

laundry washing capsules and pods. wipes. and Lenor tumble dryer sheets can be 

recycled via Terracycle at Rookery Farm Yard. Ramsdean. GU321RU 

• Yoghurt pots - Aldi Havant and Portsmouth Road Car Park GU1 4XB 

• Pringle tubes - Tetrapak bin at Tesco Car Park. The Causeway 

• Crisp packets - Flexible plastic collection points at local supermarkets inc.Tesco and Aldi 

• Cheese wrappers - Flexible plastic collection points at local supermarkets 

• Toothpaste tubes - Recycle with Health. Beauty & Wellness items at Boots stores 
This list is based on items previously recycled through Petersfield Infant School  

We have a recycling directory for Petersfield on our website which includes items not listed 
here: www. petersfieldcan.org/projects/petersfield-recycling-directory 

Other websites offering useful recycling information: 
www.recyclenow.com 

www.terracycle.com/en-GB/collection-programs 

 
 

http://www/
http://www.recyclenow.com/
http://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/collection-programs
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I heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
 
I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play,  
And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.  
 
And in despair I bowed my head:  
'There is no peace on earth, ' I said  
'For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.'  
 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  
'God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,  
With peace on earth, good will to men.' 
 
Till, ringing, singing on its way,  
The world revolved from night to day 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,  
Of peace on earth, good will to men.  
  
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

https://worshipofferings.blogspot.com/2016/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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 For our younger readers ... 
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Crossword    

Across  
1  Provisional meeting place of 
God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) 
(10) 
7  David’s third son, killed when 
his head got caught in a tree 
during 
a  battle with his father (2 
Samuel 18:14,15) (7) 
8  They ruled much of the west 
coast of South America in the 
15th 
   and early 16th centuries (5) 
10 Small deer of European and 
Asian extraction (4) 
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse 
   Edith …. (6) 
17 Stormy (8) 
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread, 
   was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4) 
21 Arson (anag.) (5) 
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn 
   (7) 
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 
   Down 
1  …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5) 
2  The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous 
   are as …  as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 
3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign 
   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 
4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and 
   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8) 
5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 
6  Offer your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God  (Romans 12:1) (10) 
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9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10) 
12 One who accepts government by God (8) 
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) 
   (7) 
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 
20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his people 
   from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4) 
 

 
 
 

Sudoku 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easy        Medium 
 

 
 

New Year’s Eve is coming soon… 
 
The inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a man carrying an 
indignant asthmatic pig under his arm. Unfortunately, the man-made sound 
never equalled the purity of the sound achieved by the pig. -  Alfred Hitchcock. 

 
The bagpipes are the missing link between music and noise. -  E K Kruger 
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 Where did Christmas trees come from? 
 
There are two early stories that mention fir trees. The first 
involves St Boniface, who went to Germany in the 8th 
century as a missionary and found people sacrificing a 
child to their god under an oak tree. Boniface was 
appalled, and he rescued the child. He then chopped 
down the oak tree and found a tiny fir tree growing 
nearby. He gave this to the people and said: “This is a symbol of life. Whenever 
you look at this tree, remember the Christ-child who is the One who will give 
you life, because He gave His life for you.” 
 
The second early fir tree story involves Martin Luther in the 16th century. It is 
said that one year he decided to drag a fir tree into his home and to decorate it 
with candles. He used it as a visual aid, telling people that the candles 
symbolised Jesus as the light of the world, and the evergreen tree symbolised 
the eternal life that Jesus gives to us. Many of the people who followed Luther 
were struck by the idea and took up the custom. 
 

Where did Christmas stockings come from? 
 

 
No one is really sure, but a story is told of St Nicholas, a 
bishop who lived in the 4th century, who may have started 
the custom by accident. St Nicholas was of a wealthy family, 
and of a generous heart. As Christmas approached one 
year, he wanted to help a poor family whom he knew, but 
he did not want them to know it was him. So, he climbed up 

on their roof on Christmas Eve and dropped some coins down the chimney.   
 
The next morning the coins, to the great surprise of the family, were found in 
the stockings of the ladies, who had hung them to dry by the fire the night 
before. Every year after that they put their stockings out, in the hope that some 
more money would fall into them. They told the story of this amazing 
appearance to their friends and neighbours, and the custom caught on. 
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News from the United Reformed Church 
items from the November edition of the Synod News  

 

Waiting for the Light: URC Spirituality online retreat 

2-6 December 2025 

Our next online event takes place at the start of December, with periods of 
prayer together in the morning (0730-0800), at lunchtime (1200-1300) and 
input, prayer and discussion in the evening (1930-2100). Among the people 
speaking will be Neil Thorogood, Andrew Brown and Jacob Bali. 
The event is being planned so that sessions are self-contained, so people are 
welcome to attend as many sessions as work for their diary. For previous 
online retreats some people have found it helpful to attend all sessions, others 
have enjoyed the sense of being able to drop in when they can. 

The event is free, but please click here, for more information and to book and 
so that we can send you a Zoom link 

Diary dates 2026 – new 

Lay Preachers’ Gathering – Saturday 21 March 2026 at Sarum College. 

Treasurers’ Networking zoom – Saturday 27 June 2026, 10am – 11.30am. 

Elders’ conference – Saturday 25 July 2026 at Sarum College. 

 
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar December 2025 

 
December Eco Prayer 
Lord of all Creation 
In the darkness of winter,  
we wonder if new growth is possible 
In the cold of the season 
We wonder how our fellow creatures will survive 
 

 

December 7 Dorchester; Tilehurst, Reading 

14 Totton; Woking 

21 Michael Hodgson as he retires; St Martin's West Moors 

28 
Godalming United Church; Valley Park, St Francis, 

Chandler's Ford 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furc-spirituality.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd75c8f4e14d02ce7deed62ac2%26id%3D6fef5c36e3%26e%3D8641a72baf&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40urcwessex.org.uk%7Cfed783068aaa4433829008de1f9c59ec%7C24caaa76d06b4922852715258fbd5539%7C0%7C0%7C638982953543066130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kprjd4u4A4JWr2Sm9DMkeqrtON6vIWFphxy5rWEph4k%3D&reserved=0
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You have given us a season to lie dormant 
To wait and to watch for longer days 
Help us to trust you 
To work with all you have made, even in winter 
To endure with the world around us 
And to hope, with the coming of Your Son 
Into darkness, bringing light for all. 
Amen 

Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar January 2026 

 

January  from Eco Congregation Scotland 

 

Grant, God of wisdom and compassion, 

that your Church be awake and united 

with all people of faith and goodwill 

to the urgency of change at every level of human life: 

that, made resilient by faith to what yet may come 

we perceive and proclaim 

Christ’s Great Commission 

of Good News to every creature whom you have called into being 

and gifted with breath to praise you 

One God: One Creative Community.  

Amen. 

 
 

  Solutions 

ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11, 
Captured. 13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar. 
22, Amazing. 23, Settlement. 
 
DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6, 
Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19, 
Exist. 20, Save. 

 
 

January  
4 

United Church of Egham; St Francis, Valley Park, 

Chandler’s Ford 

11 
High Cross Church, Camberley; The United Church 

Winchester 

18 Park, Reading; Swanage; Ryde, Isle of Wight 

25 Mere; Tilehurst, Reading 
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Lectionary Bible Readings for December 2025 /January 2026 

Important - Sensitive issues 
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the 
content is suitable for public exposure.  When composing an article, if there is 
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the 
website, please inform the editor, Carolyn Barton.  

 
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views of 
Petersfield and Liss URC leadership. 

 

The deadline for the February Messenger is Sunday January 11th.  Please send 
articles to Messenger Editor, Carolyn Barton, tel 01730 265884 e-mail 

carolynbarton.barton6@gmail.com    
 

Solutions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December 7  Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; - Romans 15:4-13; 
Matthew 3:1-12 

December 14 Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55;              
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

December 21  Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7     
Matthew 1:18-25 

December 28 Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

January 4 Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14      John 
1:(1-9), 10-18 

January 11 Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

January 18 Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9;               
John 1:29-42 

January 25 Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18;  
Matthew 4:12-23 
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Church Contact Details 
 
 

Church Petersfield: College Street, Petersfield GU31 4AG 

01730 266475 

Minister Rev Joshua Thomas 

Tel 07734 254983 
minister@petersfieldurc.com 

Church Office Church Centre Manager 
 Mrs Esme Kelly 

Office Hours 9am-12noon Mondays to Thursdays 

Church & 
Community 

Worker 

Mrs Jo Hopkins 
01730 266475 

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com   

Telephone Church Family Centre  
01730 266475 

Website 
 

www.petersfieldurc.com   

 E-mail 
 

churchcentremanager@petersfieldurc.com 

Sunday 
Services 

Mornings at 10.30 am  
Services will be held at College Street 

Secretary 
 

Mrs Carol Tubbs 
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane 

Liss Forest 
GU33 7BJ 

Tel 01730 893489 
Mobile 07766 412160. 

Treasurer Mr Jim Cleverly,  
4 Crundles,  

Petersfield GU31 4PJ 
Tel 01730 300558 

  
Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement 

“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to 
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ; 

and to make disciples” 
 

Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office 
 

mailto:minister@petersfieldurc.com
http://www.petersfieldurc.com/

