THE MAGAZINE OF PETERSFIELD AND LISS
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

February 2022 No. 705

Page 2

From the Minister ...
Just recently, we inducted eight and ordained one new Elder
to serve the church’s here in Petersfield and Liss. As you’ll
probably realise, this was all but three of this term’s team.
This feels like a very significant moment in the life of our
church, the pandemic has changed so much and yet here stand twelve people
who have answered the call of God in their lives and have agreed to follow that
call and take on new (or in some cases, to extend pre-existing) ministry roles in
this time and in this place.
All of us are called to ministry in some form or another, maybe your ministry is
being a part of the church leadership team, perhaps your ministry is ensuring
the crucial supplies to maintain the running of the church are purchased,
maybe, you are someone who is a whizz at organising flowers or drawing up
rota’s, making coffee, servicing vacuum cleaners! I don’t know where you feel
your skill set lies, but I do know that God wants to use those gifts here in his
church.
As we start 2022 and the new adventure that lies ahead of us, I want to remind
you of some familiar words from 1 Corinthians 12; ‘Now you are the body of
Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.’ It goes on to explore several giftings
and explains that although some may be blessed with more than one of these
things, it is not necessarily the case. I’ve said it before, I could not run the church
on my own, numbers, finance and property are my absolute worst nightmares
and I’m so grateful that people have these giftings, so I don’t have to try and
muddle through!
God’s kingdom comes closer when we can identify the gifts of those within our
fellowship and try to discern together, how God might be calling us to use them
for his glory.
Mark 15 says this (extract from the Message); “Here’s another way to put it:
You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colours in the world. God is not a
secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I
make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do
you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop,
on a light stand—shine!

Page 3

As we start on this new year, this new set of challenges and opportunities, I urge
you, if you feel God is calling you to offer whatever gifts you have to serve him
and his people, do speak to me or one of the Elders about this, don’t hide your
gifts and talents under a bushel (or bucket as in the translation above!) Let’s
shine for Christ in our community, unashamedly pointing people to the way, the
truth and the life that we know and love.
Your brother in Christ,
Josh.

Loved nonetheless
Here is a thought on a verse of Scripture from the encounter of Jesus with a man
described as a ‘rich, young ruler’.
This man was keen to follow Jesus, but when told he must share his wealth with
the poor decided it was too much to ask, and he went away sorrowful. In this
context we read that, “Jesus, looking at him loved him (Mark 10:21).”
This is a remarkable statement about Jesus, and the nature of divine love, a love
that doesn’t alter despite the ups and downs of our behaviour. It is constant and
unchanging, truly without condition, and unshaken by the unpredictability of
human response.
We might have expected to hear Jesus say, ‘You foolish man’ or ‘You stupid
boy’, but there is no such rebuke, only love. Jesus might have been annoyed,
disappointed, exasperated, alarmed, shocked . . but all we feel is His love for
someone who has missed a great opportunity.
What a joy it is to know that Jesus loves us exactly as we are. When He looks at
us, nothing is hidden from His gaze. He sees through all our pretence, all our
subterfuge, all our attempts to put on a brave front. He knows who I am,
completely. And yet He loves me unreservedly and without reservation.
Amazing.
Why walk away from a love like that?
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Hello everyone,
I have just been reading what I wrote a year ago in my snippets and I had
included this from Daily Devotions.
“Whatever 2021 holds in store, God the Father is with us, Jesus shows us the
way, and the Spirit fills us with the ability to be servants of God’s kingdom.”
Sometimes, last year, it was difficult to remember this and so you might see it
again for 2022!
I would like to say a lot of “thank you”s as we venture into 2022. Firstly, to our
minister, Josh. I said to him a little while ago that he certainly didn’t have
training for all that has happened during the last 2 years. Thank you, Josh for
coping so well with all that you have had to, and for continuing to encourage,
teach and inspire us through your ministry.
I would like to say a huge thank you to Robin Hart for making a very special
offertory box that holds our donations secure! There is a big story behind this
beautifully crafted box but Robin can tell you much better than me!
Thank you to everyone who helped make our 2021 festive season special. There
were so many people that made the sanctuaries look beautiful, led services,
filled the churches with music, brought gifts for 2 Saints, supplied tea and coffee
and mince pies – and other treats- and I’m sure I’ve missed out things that go
unnoticed but people just do. And thank you to the team that cleared away all
the Christmas things, stored safely for next year.
I would like to thank the elders for their support during a fairly trying year of
change and change again and I look forward to working with our new team of
elders as we venture forth into 2022.
And finally I’d like to thank (it does sound a bit like an Oscar speech doesn’t it!)
YOU for being my church family.
Sadly our first planned activities to start our 300th celebrations had to be
cancelled but we look forward to arranging and sharing lots of good times
during the coming year.
So remember…..
“Whatever 2022 holds in store, God the Father is with us, Jesus shows us the
way, and the Spirit fills us with the ability to be servants of God’s kingdom.”
God bless you all,
Carol
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Dates for your diaries –
Sunday February 13th at 10.30am - Anniversary Service at Petersfield
Tuesday March 15th at 7.30pm – Church Meeting in the CFC
Saturday and Sunday April 2nd and 3rd – Spring cleaning weekend at Petersfield!
Carol

Divine Intervention?
A little boy was playing outside with his mother’s broom in the garden. That
night his mother realised her broom was still missing and asked her son to go
out and bring it in.
When the little boy confessed he was afraid of the dark, his mother tried to
comfort him: 'The Lord is out there too, don't be afraid.'
Hesitantly, the little boy opened the back door and peered out. He called softly:
'Lord, since you're out there already, please will you pass me the broom?’
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A Message from our Church and Community
Worker...
Lots of us will have started New Year’s resolutions last
month. We are all always going to lose weight, stop
something and start something new and healthy, sound familiar? Well to me it
does. And a lot of us would have given up by now too. But I think we should not
be too hard on ourselves. If something is good for us and wholesome and
pleasing to God, we can ask for help. Equally if it’s not good for us we can asks
for help to stop too.
We can look for help, support, and guidance through the Bible.
Romans 8: 26-28, ‘In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
through wordless groans. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the
will of God. 28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose’.
God blessing on your resolutions, fresh starts whatever time of year you start
them.
Love Jo Hopkins

The Rules of Marriage
Here are the real-life answers from a group of children:
How do you decide who to marry?
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she
should like it that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming.
- Alan, age 10
No person really decides before they grow up who they're going to marry. God
decides it all way before, and you get to find out later who you're stuck with. Kirsten, age 10
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A message from Emsworth …
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His
hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display
knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.
Psalm 19 verses 1-3
We have been blessed with some glorious sunsets recently and Penny has been
giving me some quizzical looks on our early evening walks when I have suddenly
burst into song with; “So sings my soul my Saviour God to Thee, How great Thou
art!” Sunsets spoke volumes to me when my mother died and I worried about
her getting to heaven. God reassured me that those wonderful sunsets were my
mum lighting up heaven.
Our first source of hearing God speak to us must always be by reading or
listening to His word. There can be no doubt however that we can hear Him in
all sorts of marvellous ways throughout each day if only we open our hearts to
Him. Just rejoicing in the sunlight filtering through the trees the other day as I
walked with Penny through the wood set my mind to thinking about the trees.
Close to, each tree seemed very similar, but it was obvious that some of the
conifers were very much taller than some of the other trees around them. After
leaving the wood, climbing a small hill and looking back you could indeed see
some trees their tops pointing gloriously heavenward.
A great friend of my late wife Lesley and I from Boys’ Brigade days died just after
Christmas. It got me thinking with gratitude of all the wonderful men and
women who have greatly influenced my life and my journey with Jesus here on
earth. They just got on with living the best lives they could but looking back they
certainly pointed me heavenward. A prayer of mine is my hope that I too may in
some way always look to find God’s will and in trying to do it point others to
Him.
I fear I have asked you down this path with me before but there can be no doubt
that it it is often not what we say that has the greatest influence in life but what
we actually do.
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Music has figured a great deal in my life and learning to play cornet in 2nd
Enfield Company Boys’ Brigade Brass Band had a huge influence. It led me to
London and the Trinity College of music where I became principal Trumpet of
the College orchestra and a whole new genre of music. Being taught how to sing
in our Church Choir not only opened up more musical alternatives but also an
awareness, as playing in the Band and Orchestra did, of the importance of being
not only in tune with each other but playing sensitively in keeping with the
subject of the music. It was in the Church choir that I had my first solo as a tenor
and as a cornet player that I actually played a solo at the Royal Albert Hall. Our
Choir had been asked to perform Stainer’s Crucifixion at another Church one
Easter Time. My Solo as “a voice in the choir” was “Lord, remember me when
Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.” This I practised at any and every opportunity. I
was not old enough to drive, so our Choir Master at Church offered to take me
and his son Graham, who was also in the Boy’s Brigade and Bass singer in the
Church Choir, in his car to the Church. This proved educational but for all the
wrong reasons. I had not realised how driving could change people.
Our Choir Master was extremely well respected at Church and was quite a
dominant force at Church Meetings but when he sat behind the wheel of his car
it was as if two horns grew from the side of his head as he berated other road
users and their manner of driving! Who you really are sometimes shouts so
loudly people cannot hear what you are actually saying!
I sometimes remember this experience when now as a driver myself I find
myself getting inwardly cross when another driver overtakes badly or cuts a
corner. Jesus has the answer.
In the seventh Chapter of Matthews Gospel Jesus exhorts us not to judge or we
ourselves will be judged in the same way. He asks us in everything to do to
others what you would have them do to you (verse 12)
I wrote this the day before the deadline for “The Messenger”. In “Word for
today” the headline for this day was Be gentle and described the Greek word
used for gentleness as “strength under control” When Paul uses this word in the
fourth Chapter of his letter to the Philippian Church he is telling us that
gentleness is restraining our reactions to people rather than reacting without
thought.
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I think one of the most wearing effects of this dreadful pandemic has been the
seeming absence of gentleness. When something goes wrong and we become
upset and disappointed with someone, God expects us to be gracious
towards them rather than judgemental. Gentleness is one of the fruits of the
Spirit.
Dear Lord make us more gentle.
Love,
Alan and Cora

Five famous quotes from Desmond Tutu
The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned around the world.
Here are five of his more famous quotes, which show why he was so especially
honoured for his justice and reconciliation work in South Africa.
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put
together that overwhelm the world.”
“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that
you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”
“Don't raise your voice, improve your argument. Good sense does not always lie
with the loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly crowd is always
the best arbiter of what is right.”
“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering - remembering and not
using your right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new beginning. And the
remembering part is particularly important. Especially if you don’t want to
repeat what happened.”
Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are different precisely
in order to realise our need of one another.
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Dear Lord God,
February can be a difficult, cold month, and this year there is much to be
concerned about, with the pandemic still affecting our lives in so many ways.
But thank you, Lord, that February can also be a month of wonderful signs of
hope.
Help us, when we look down, to see the snowdrops – sometimes known as
Candlemas Bells – and other bulbs pushing through the dark earth, showing the
promise of Spring and brighter days ahead.
And then, help us to look up, to see the light of Jesus, Your revelation to all the
world, in that baby who grew and died and rose again to offer salvation, hope
and life to all who put their trust in Him.
Thank you, Father, for Jesus and that, because of Him, nothing – no pandemic,
no circumstance – can ever separate us from You.
Thank you for Your Holy Spirit, living in all who trust in You, giving us strength
for each new day of this and every month.
In Jesus name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

PACT Card Deliveries
Many thanks to all who delivered PACT Christmas Cards.
Please return your name/address cards to me ready for Easter Card Bundling.
David Barton 01730 265884

Food Bank Changes

The Food Bank is now operating from the Petersfield Methodist Church as its
sole location.
Distribution of food will be on Tuesdays and Fridays 9.30am – 11.30am
Donations can be made on Mondays and Wednesdays 10am -12pm
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WORD FOR TODAY

These daily readings can be found in the vestibule, please help yourself. If you
are not able to make it to church at the moment and would like one sent or
delivered to you, please let me know, many thanks.
Sue Bone

01730 858497

Donation Box
During the Spring of 1993 the present double glazed entrance door, set under an
oak lintel and tympanum above, was installed to replace a pair of sliding oak frame
and fielded panel doors which let in no daylight nor visibility. These doors were
made by the father of our earlier Minister Revd. Cassingham, one is adapted as a
pseudo door to the left as you enter the Church from College Street. The other
door has been used to assist in delicate transplant operations, resulting in the
Donation Box recently commissioned by Carol Tubbs and presented to the Church
in December 2021.
One of the six fielded panels was removed from the door and now forms the
four sides and the plinth of the box. You can observe the grain in the crown cut
timber is continuous round the four sides with dovetails joining them at the
corners. The plinth is mitre jointed and is angled as in the original fielding part of
the panel from whence it came. The consequence of the width of the panel now
forms the height of the box, which the assignment had to work towards. As for
the lid which appears dissimilar in grain and colour is part of the oak tree where
it is quarter cut to offer the figure of the rays and is not part of the revitalization.
This cut is most cherished and valued in cabinet work for its appearance and
stability and is therefore much sought after.
Robin Hart
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Newsletters From Rangiora
Alan and Sue’s Christmas 2021email. suemissen@xtra.co.nz
awmissen@xtra.co.nz
32 Melford Close, Rangiora, 7400, New Zealand.
Kia ora family and friends.
This year has been one when I have had to eat the phrase I told my church
leaders just over a year ago: “I am in rude health.” While walking Pepper in
Bannockburn at the end of last year I experienced some pressure on my chest
and after encouragement from Sue and my Rangiora GP I made an appointment
to see my old Cromwell doctor the following day. He did a raft of tests and put
me on various heart medications. On return to Rangiora I saw my GP who
referred me to a cardiologist. In the meantime I had to take it easy as we
celebrated our Silver Wedding Anniversary in Queenstown in early January, then
returned to work before an angiogram at St George’s near the end of the
month. The cardiologist, Dougal McLean, was concerned that my family history,
with three uncles dying from heart attacks all at age 73, left me in a vulnerable
situation.
The angiogram showed that arteries to the left side of my heart were badly
blocked and since stents could not be inserted because of calcification I was
transferred to Christchurch Hospital for open heart surgery. That took place on
the 11th February and I returned home five days later. Recovery was
complicated by the fact that I started having angina (with pain in my inner
elbows) after about a week and despite another trip to hospital by ambulance
nothing was sorted. With increasing angina the matter came to a head when I
saw my GP on the 24th March and he put me straight back into hospital. A CT
scan showed that one of my grafts had failed and I then had an angioplasty with
shock wave treatment and a 30mm stent inserted to restore blood to the part of
my heart that needed it. That plus blood transfusions, bags of Omeprazole, and
a gastroscopy to deal with a sudden drop in my haemoglobin level made my
time in hospital even more memorable.
After coming out I took sick leave until after Easter and then did not drive until
after Anzac weekend! Fortunately the treatment has worked well but I am now
on heart medications for the rest of my life. And I get puffed after a couple of
hours work in the garden!
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The following months I was back to normal work with my Hurunui churches,
apart from falling ill in June for a number of weeks with two bad bouts of a bad
cough with what I think was the Respiratory Syncytial Virus that put many
infants into hospital. Unfortunately,I also passed it onto Sue.
Sue and I enjoyed some holiday trips to Bannockburn and Akaroa in July, and
then a wonderful long weekend in Dunedin in August for my birthday. We had
no sooner returned from that when Covid hit again and we went back into
lockdown and church services by Zoom! A trip I planned to Tauranga to be with
family for Coby’s 13th birthday had to be cancelled as was a visit to Cambridge
in October for cousin Don’s 92nd birthday.
However, we have since managed holidays in New Plymouth, Bannockburn (for
Penny’s 50th birthday), and Marlborough Sounds and are looking forward to a
further Bannockburn stay before Christmas. Sue will no doubt add some more
details about some of our holiday stays. I finish my half-time ministry with the
Hurunui churches in mid-January, but will still have an oversight role with them
until the end of May. By then I will be almost 75, so God is good! I am now
certainly aware of getting older, and with the various health issues this year
(plus a knee troubling me with osteoarthritis) have had to make adjustments.
One of these is giving up my spearfishing at Kaikoura. Another one is having the
manager of a Christchurch second hand Christian bookstore come and take my
library of books away! I did not want to leave a burden for Sue if I “carked it.”
I am looking forward to more trips away with Sue around New Zealand next
year, as well as starting to use the caravan we bought over a year ago (and have
never used).
May you and yours have a blessed Christmas, and a safe and salubrious New
Year. Alan
Well, reading Alan’s offering caused me to burst into a Christmas carol…’God
rest you merry people all, let nothing you dismay……and it’s tidings of comfort
and joy’…..etc And he only briefly mentioned his painful knee. Next year’s story
perhaps. My own changed ‘state’, briefly, to add to my other long term
conditions. These latest ones are ‘gifts’ from ancestors – genetic
predispositions… atrial fibrillation, diabetes, bottles and packets of medication,.
multiple side effects and loss of vision. Thankful to live in a country where
health services are available
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Someone asked us the other day what had been a highlight of the year. We both
considered our trip to Dunedin to be very special. Stayed at a great place –
thanks to Airbnb perhaps – with native birds in the garden and some delightful
Chinese silky hens who strutted their stuff. We visited Olveston and Larnach
Castle whilst there. A small nod to the wonderful places we have enjoyed in UK
thanks to the National Trust or English Heritage. I emigrated to Dunedin back in
1975 so some happy memories from my time there.
Alan has mentioned some of the other places we have been. I don’t see our trip
to Auckland to attend the Lion King. What an experience and thankfully not one
of the many events that was cancelled. We stayed in a hotel very close to the
CBD, and particularly enjoyed time with Hal and his wife Sandra and on one
occasion her mum as well. We were only there for a couple of days and again,
we will be looking to repeat that next year as the time was so special. We aren’t
really a couple who go to ‘shows’. The Lion King was not to be missed. A very
amusing event whilst up there. A pre-show meal at a restaurant near the event
centre. This saw us waiting for a couple of hours, being plied with drinks but not
the ordered food. The waitress had lost our order. So a very late meal in another
restaurant.
I attend a different church to Alan, a Presbyterian church across Christchurch
who were in need of a musician. I play for three services a month. A very small
group of committed older people who are doing a great ministry in the
community. I also play for the two chapel services at Burwood Hospital each
month. Alan has joined me lately as a Chapel Volunteer, wheeling the patients
to the service. A very special time for patients and helpers both. Also just been
accepted officially as a lay preacher in the area.
Walking the dog has been my main daily exercise, unfortunately often not
joined by Alan because of his painful knee. Next year perhaps. Pepper holidays
with us in Bannockburn at the caravan but with the very hot weather it becomes
more difficult as we can’t leave him at all and it is too hot for us to walk out
during the day. We are both cool/cold weather people and I have to keep out of
the sun, rather difficult at times.
My counselling work life is also coming to an end. I had planned to continue for
a while longer at the beginning of the year but my body is saying no. I have
cancelled most of my contracs. Change is constant and I trust the high taxes the
policies, procedures and legislative expectations will soon be a thing of the past.
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Whilst writing to this I have been listening to a concert from the Salvation Army
in London dated 8 December 2021. Great listening. At least somewhere is
reminding us what we are remembering in December.
Love and many blessings to all for peace, love, joy, hope and strength each and
every day. Sue.

Candlemas, The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas season
on Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself.
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was
when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish
mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present Him to
the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new mother, was ‘purified’. Thus, we have
the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
So, where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New
Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians developed the
tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this day. The Church also fell
into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on this
day - hence the name, Candlemas.
The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great
declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the
Nunc Dimittis.
In medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this day, during the
distribution of candles before the Eucharist.
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14th Feb: Valentine’s Day
There are two confusing things about this day of romance and anonymous lovecards strewn with lace, cupids and ribbon: firstly, there seems to have been two
different Valentines in the 4th century one a priest martyred on the Flaminian
Way, under the emperor Claudius, the
other a bishop of Terni martyred at
Rome. And neither seems to have had
any clear connection with lovers or
courting couples.
So why has Valentine become the patron
saint of romantic love? By Chaucer’s time
the link was assumed to be because on these saints’ day -14th February - the
birds are supposed to pair. Or perhaps the custom of seeking a partner on St
Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap of the old Roman Lupercalia festival, which
took place in the middle of February. One of the Roman gods honoured during
this Festival was Pan, the god of nature. Another was Juno, the goddess of
women and marriage. During the Lupercalia it was a popular custom for young
men to draw the name of a young unmarried woman from a name-box. The two
would then be partners or ‘sweethearts’ during the time of the celebrations.
Even modern Valentine decorations bear an ancient symbol of love - Roman
cupids with their bows and love-arrows.
There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine, but since 1835 his
relics have been claimed by the Carmelite church in Dublin.

14th Feb: The very first Valentine card, a legend
The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers. He suspected that marriage
made men want to stay at home with their wives, instead of fighting wars, so he
outlawed marriage.
A kind-hearted young priest named Valentine felt sorry for all the couples who
wanted to marry, but who couldn’t. So secretly he married as many couples as
he could - until the Emperor found out and condemned him to death.
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While he was in prison awaiting execution, Valentine showed love and
compassion to everyone around him, including his jailer. The jailer had a young
daughter who was blind, but through Valentine’s prayers, she was healed.
Just before his death in Rome on 14th February, he wrote her a farewell message
signed ‘From your Valentine.’
So, the very first Valentine card was not between lovers, but between a priest
about to die, and a little girl, healed through his prayers.

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16)
This month, as we mark St Valentines’ Day, we focus on the importance of love.
In understanding the way God loves us, this verse shows us how we should love
others.
God’s love is unconditional: God demonstrated His unconditional love for us by
sending His Son into this world, to show us how we should love others,
especially when it is undeserved! ‘There is nothing we can do to make God love
us more. There is nothing we can do to make God love us less.’ (Philip Yancey).
God’s love is sacrificial: God’s love is not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and
self-sacrificial, putting the needs of others first. This is demonstrated by the
cross, which is the supreme demonstration of God’s love. He died for our sins to
give us access to God’s love, which is made real in our lives by the Holy Spirit.
God’s love is forgiving: According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never
having to say you’re sorry.’ Yet Jesus’ love for us enables us to forgive others, as
we find His forgiveness through the gift of eternal life, available to all who put
their trust in Him.
In this World Cup Year, we remember Bobby Moore describing the terror of
receiving the World Cup from the Queen in 1966: “I noticed that the Queen was
wearing some beautiful white gloves. I looked down at my hands and they were
completely covered with mud!”
Although we approach God with dirty and spoilt lives, because of His love, we
can shake hands with a holy God and share that love with others.
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Update on regular weekday activities
Due to the continuing Covid levels, please note the following updates.
• Drop in Tea - Because of the serious rate of Covid infection at the
beginning of January, we decided it would be safer not to meet until the
situation eased.
In the hope that things will have improved in a few weeks, we are
tentatively planning to meet on Thursday 17 February between 2 and 4pm.
Please do check with us nearer the time. We do hope you will be able to
join us then for a cuppa and some cake.
Julie, Keith and Mary

Rotas – February 2022
Date
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

Duty Elders
Mary Fair
Carol Tubbs 300th Anniversary
Tim Abbott & Val Torrance
Julie Pejnovic

AV
David Darling
Norbert Szekely
John Lewis
Carolyn Barton

Welcomers’ Rota
Date
February 6
February13
February 20
February 27

Welcomers
Val Torrance
Charlotte Cassar
Peter Jolly
Eric Skipper

Please arrive 30mins before start of the service.
If date does not suit you please adjust with another person as a swap.
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar – February 2022
Please note Services are held at College Street, Petersfield unless otherwise
stated
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

1
2
3

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

6
7
8
10

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

13
14
15

Wednesday 16
Thursday
17

Friday

18

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

21
22
24

Sunday
Monday

27
28

7.30pm
2 pm
10 am
8 pm
10.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
10 am
7.30 pm
10.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
2 pm
7.30pm
2 pm
10 am
8 pm
2pm
10 am
10.30 am

Elders' Meeting
CFC
Home Fellowship Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
12 Geddes Way
Ron Wing
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
Little Fishes Toddler Group
CFC
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
Buckmore Farmhouse
The Minister – 300th Anniversary Service
Ladies' Bible Study
CFC
Little Fishes Toddler Group
CFC
Connie's Handicraft Group
CFC
Women’s Fellowship
CFC
Home Fellowship Group
1 Crundles
Prayer Meeting
Zoom
Home Fellowship Group
12 Geddes Way
Drop in Tea
CFC
Friday Fellowship
CFC
Rev. Dom Clarke- Holy Communion

1 pm
9.30 am
10 am
7.30
10.30 am
1 pm

Ladies' Bible Study
Little Fishes Toddler Group
Prayer Meeting
Home Fellowship Group
TBC
Ladies' Bible Study

CFC
CFC
Zoom
Buckmore Farmhouse
CFC
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For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more
Missions each month. If you support a mission that has any information and
prayer updates, please send these to the editors so that they can be included

Dear Christian Aid Supporters
Thank you so much for donating the sum of £94.77 over the Christmas period.
However, owing to unforeseen circumstances, those members of our
congregation who wished to donate online were unable to use the Give Star
page.
I have checked the page, which at the time of editing is still live.
If you would still like to donate, please go to:
https://giving.give-star.com/online/christian-aid/petersfield-urc-christmas-2021-no-more-impossiblechoices-99495

If you have any queries please contact me on:
carolynbarton.barton6@gmail.com

A new Bible for all your family
In partnership with Youth for Christ and several
other family-focussed organisations, the Bible
Society has created an edition of the Bible
specifically designed for families.
The Good News Bible – Family Edition has plenty of features to help each
member of the family engage with the Bible at their own pace.
The Bible Society says: “We know that doing Bible reading as a group can be
difficult, so we have designed this new Bible to be a resource that encourages
families to respond creatively to the text, whilst supporting individual
preferences for engaging.
Based on the five themes of THINK, CHAT, DO, CREATE and WATCH, the Bible
contains “plenty of interactions” to suit every member of a family.
The aim is to allow families “to journey through the Bible together”, and in the
process come closer to God, and to each other.
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George Herbert, priest and poet
If we were to name someone prominent from the 17th century, we might
mention Rembrandt or Shakespeare. It is unlikely we would remember George
Herbert. However, he was a prolific writer, a gifted speaker and musician. His
hymns are still sung today.
Herbert was born into a wealthy family in Mid-Wales on 3rd April 1593. His
father was a Member of Parliament who died when Herbert was three years old.
His mother moved her large family to London where, aged 12, Herbert entered
Westminster School. In 1609, his mother remarried, and Herbert left home to be
a student at Trinity College, Cambridge.
By the age of 23, Herbert had graduated with two degrees. He was fluent in
Latin and Greek and in 1620 was elected as the University's Public Orator. He
held this position for seven years, and for a short time was MP in his hometown
in Wales.
Although Herbert was securing an illustrious future and his speeches had gained
the attention of King James 1, he was restless. He felt God was calling him to the
priesthood and much of Herbert’s poetry expressed his inner spiritual conflicts.
When the King died in 1625, and two influential patrons also died at about the
same time, Herbert responded to God’s call on his life and gave up his secular
ambitions. He married in 1629 and became a priest in a small Anglican church in
Bemerton in Wiltshire.
Here he found inner peace at last, serving God in the local community. His
poetic talent continued to flourish along with his musicianship as a skilled
lutenist. After only three years as a priest, he died of tuberculosis on 1st March
1633. He was 39.
Some ninety of Herbert’s poems have been set to music by such composers as
Ralph Vaughan Williams and Benjamin Britten. His most well-known hymns are
Teach me my God and King, Let all the world in every corner sing and King of
glory, king of peace.
A number of artistic commemorations of Herbert exists in several churches and
cathedrals including a stained-glass window in Westminster Abbey and a statue
at the front of Salisbury Cathedral.
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For our younger readers ...
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Crossword

Across
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was
brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’ (Psalm
145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times
before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6) 27 The belly and thighs of the statue in
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)
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Down
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4)
2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have
put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23)
(4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people
(Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19)
(4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his
hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house
(Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is
love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel
5:26) (4)
Solutions on page 28
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Sudoku

Easy

Medium

Diagnosis
A man went into a drop-in medical centre where the diagnosis was done by a
computer. The patient keyed in his symptoms. The machine whirred and buzzed
for a few seconds and then presented its findings on the screen. It said simply:
“There’s a lot of it about.”

Say it with flowers
A man stopped by his local florist shop to buy flowers for his new girlfriend on
Valentine’s Day. He asked the proprietor, “You know the expression, ‘Say it with
flowers’?”“I do indeed!” the florist enthused. “How about three dozen of my
finest roses?”
The man hesitated. “No, make it just a half dozen roses. I’m a man of few
words.”
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Those who want to get married
A minister was preparing to marry a local couple within a couple of weeks. At
the close of the morning service, he saw them both in the congregation, and
wanted to ask them to come forward, but he couldn’t think of their names. So
he said: “Will those wanting to get married please come to the front?”
Immediately, nine single ladies, six single men, three widows, and four widowers
walked up the aisle.

Page 28

Puzzle solutions ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength.
13, Beg. 16, Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26,
Sneeze. 27, Bronze.
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase. 11,
Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21,
Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene.

In praise of plodders
I've been pondering the words of the apostle Paul where he says, 'I press on
towards the goal' (Philippians 3:14). It suggests to me taking one step at a time,
and simply keeping moving in the right direction with discipline and
determination.
This reminds me of the great Bible translator Willian Carey who said of himself,
"If he gives me credit for being a plodder, he will describe me justly. Anything
beyond that will be too much. I can plod. I can persevere in any definite pursuit.
To this I owe everything.”
Christian discipleship is not always exciting, glamorous, or even enjoyable.
Sometimes it is a matter of quietly getting on with it, with our eyes fixed on
Jesus.
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News from the United Reformed Church
items from the January edition of the Synod News
The URC’s 50th Jubilee
Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration
If you asked for a seat or two to be reserved for the October 1 service, you
should now have received an email from Eventbrite with your ticket/s. Please
keep these safe as the codes will be needed to gain entry to the venue. You can
bring a print out of the PDF or show them on your phone. You can also visit the
Eventbrite website to amend the number of tickets required or cancel them if
needed.
More than 600 tickets have been reserved and so if you have yet to reserve
any, please do so soon:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/50th-anniversary-service-of-thanksgivingand-celebration-free-event-tickets-163843796205
Please encourage others to book the free tickets as well.
Celebrate Together
Copies of Celebrate Together, the brilliant new, joyously colourful anniversary
booklet by Sam Richards and Ruth White, illustrated by Mark Beech and put
together by Sara Foyle, are available to order from the URC Bookshop. The
book is free so please order as many as you can use. Please share this in your
Synods, with committees and other networks so that the anniversary year starts
in a celebratory fashion.
Local church packs
All churches will receive a pack in the next month containing worship resources,
a drama, a quiz, posters and other resources to help with anniversary plans. The
resources will also be available to download.
URC at 50: Worship Resources - All the details can be found
here: https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/ (scroll past the
videos).

If you are keen to reflect on, and develop your Christian
faith, ready to be stimulated and challenged, and want to
make a difference in our own life and the lives of others, then Stepwise is
what you are looking for. Further information on Stepwise
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Safeguarding Training – online dates in 2022 - This safeguarding training is
delivered online across three sessions. Participants must attend each of the
three sessions to complete the training and gain a certificate. Booking is
essential. Tuesday evenings, 7pm – 8.30pm.
15th March 2022
22nd March 2022
29th March 2022
At the time of booking please say which breakout group you would like to be in;
Children & Youth focus, Adults at Risk focus, or Church Leadership focus. Please
also give your home address for the Handout Pack which will be posted to you in
advance of the training.
Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar February & March
February

6

Southampton: Bitterne;Walton and Weybridge Pastorate

13

Reading: Park;Isle of Wight: Ryde

20

Guildford: Westborough Church; Portsmouth: Buckland

27

Elstead; Tadley; Weymouth: Radipole

Pandemic Prayer
Each week the Daily Devotions from the URC are publishing a “pandemic
prayer”. This is one written during January
God of the future and of the past;
God of hope and of worry
As we face another year,
we want to feel more hope and less worry;
we want to face the future and forget the past.
We don’t know what else we will face,
but we know you will be there.
Let us be comforted by this
and know that although tomorrow is not promised, YOU are.
In you we trust Lord,
Amen
By Alexandra Priddy, Elder and Children’s Church Leader, Trinity URC
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Lectionary Bible Readings for February
6

Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13), Psalm 138, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11,
Luke 5:1-11

13

Jeremiah 17:5-10, Psalm 1, 1 Corinthians 15:12-20,
Luke 6:17-26
Genesis 45:3-11, 15, Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40,
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50, Luke 6:27-38
Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99, 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2,
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)

20
27

Important - Sensitive issues
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the
content is suitable for public exposure. When composing an article, if there is
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the
website, please inform the editor, Carolyn Barton.
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views of
Petersfield and Liss URC leadership.

The deadline for the March Messenger is Sunday 13 February 2022. Please
send articles to Messenger Editor, Carolyn Barton, tel 01730 265884 e-mail
carolynbarton.barton6@gmail.com
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Church Contact Details
Church

Petersfield : College Street,
Petersfield GU31 4AG

Liss : Hillbrow Road,
Liss GU33 7PX

01730 266475
Minister

Rev Joshua Thomas
Tel 07734 254983

minister@petersfieldurc.com
Church Office

Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays

Church &
Community
Worker
Telephone

Mrs Jo Hopkins
01730 266475

Website

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com
Church Family Centre
01730 266475
www.petersfieldurc.com

E-mail

admin@petersfieldurc.com

Sunday
Services

Mornings at 10.30 am
Services will be held at College Street

Secretary

Mrs Carol Tubbs
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane
Liss Forest
GU33 7BJ
Tel 01730 893489
Mobile 07766 412160.
Mr Jim Cleverly,
4 Crundles,
Petersfield GU31 4PJ
Tel 01730 300558

Treasurer

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ;
and to make disciples”
Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office

