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From the Minister ...
Wow, what a month we had in May… it has been a fantastic
month of celebration starting off with the brilliant Synod Day
up at Hollycombe. Despite the nearly 24 hours I spent on site
over two days, it was an absolute privilege to have been
involved in the planning and execution of such a marvellous event which seems
to have been enjoyed by everyone who attended! Jo and her team did a
fantastic job running forest church sessions throughout the day, Liss band
started the day off with a much-enjoyed performance and both Mike and Isaac
joined other musicians to form a scratch worship band to close the day off as we
worshipped together (despite the fact they had never played together before,
they sounded incredible!) I spent the day running the main marquee and leading
worship at the start and at the end of the event, so, this meant I didn’t get to go
out and see much of what was happening around the site, but I gather, much
fun was had! Feedback from a fellow minister concluded; ‘I was sceptical that
we would get enough people to make a good day, but we did! And so many
children, teenagers, and families. We certainly killed the myth that the URC is
just small groups of old people!’

Almost immediately after the event at Hollycombe, I found myself heading up to
Yarnfield Park near Stafford for a gathering of serving URC ministers from across
the country. There were around 250 of us and we shared four days up there
enjoying some keynote talks from Padraig O’Tuama (an Irish poet and
theologian) and Najla Kassab (President of the World Communion of Reformed
Churches) as well as some inspiring times of worship together. It was once
again, inspiring to talk to colleagues and hear about some of the exciting work
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they are doing in their communities, once again proving that the URC is alive
and well.

Finally, towards the end of May, we enjoyed a weekend of activities together as
a church, firstly, with the gathering up at Liss and the chance we had to see and
pray for the work of the food bank up there and then back in Petersfield with
our afternoon tea and musical entertainment. My thanks to Val Hart, Val
Torrence and Tony Phillips for their hard work putting these activities together
which were very enjoyable. On the Sunday, we gathered to worship and as a
part of that time together, to baptise baby Sophie. It is always a special moment
welcoming anyone into the church through baptism and a thank you to Vicki
and Graham for letting us be a part of that special moment!

When I first arrived in Petersfield (4 years ago almost to the day!) I had a vision
for an intergenerational church where age was but a number, children and older
people could sit down as they would as grandchildren and grandparents and
share conversation and a meal together and there would be no barrier. I believe
we are well on the way to seeing this vision come to fruition, the atmosphere
over the past couple of months has been wonderful and on Easter Sunday, we
welcomed over 100 people into our church, 15 of those were children – many
churches would give anything to have even a third of that number. We are a
family in Christ and that family feels united! At the end of this month (25th June)
we are once again holding a church family day in the garden at College Street.
We did one of these pre-pandemic and it was a wonderful day together!

Do come along and join in the fun, there will be afternoon tea, croquet and
some characters from the much-loved Alice in Wonderland stories joining us as
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well as some musical entertainment in the afternoon. Let’s show our community
that the URC is alive and well as we welcome them in to join us on that special
day.

Every blessing,
Your brother in Christ,
Josh.
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Hello everyone,
I want to share with you what a blessing Little Fishes is to our church. Each week
we have an average of about 25 adults which means in the region of 30 to 40
children. Our amazing team of volunteers prepare the CFC, and the garden
when weather permits, full of toys and activities for the children. There is tea
and coffee available all morning for the grownups, who include Mums, Dads,
Grandparents, and childminders. We are so lucky to get alongside this large
group of folk who talk to us about all sorts of things. They know we are a
Christian group of people running Little Fishes and hopefully seeing “church” in
action. I know that this doesn’t result in huge numbers of children suddenly
attending Sunday worship but does that matter? I don’t think so. I wish you
could see the children (and adults!) all singing and joining in with actions to Our
God is a Great Big God! It is truly a joy.
And Jo has just restarted Little Fishes in Liss. Small in number at the moment but
we feel there is great potential there and who knows how we affect the people
that attend these groups. Please pray for the continued success of Little Fishes.
We are hoping to see many of these families at our Family Fun Day on Saturday
June 25th. The theme is Alice in Wonderland and rumour has it that Alice and the
Queen of Hearts will be popping in! If you attended the family fun day in 2019
you will remember that there was something for everyone, so do please come
along and share a lovely day together.
God bless you all,
Carol

Dates for your diaries –
Saturday June 4th – The Avenue, Petersfield – we will be there advertising the
Family Fun Day
Friday June 10th – The funeral of Sheila King at Chichester Crematorium at
2.00pm followed by tea in the CFC.
Saturday June 25th – Church Family Fun Day with the theme Alice in
Wonderland.
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Message from our Church and Community Worker...
Well, what a month May was, just fantastic…
Little Fishes in Liss reopened and with a slow start we are out
of the starting blocks. It’s so nice to be back in the building
and seeing how wonderful the food bank is doing from the
Church Hall, great work everyone…

Little Fishes Petersfield had a visit to Broadlands Meadows Farm. What a riot,
thank you so much Les, Connie and the Alpacas, sheep, and goats. 18 families
came for the morning. Some had never been before, but all said they would love
to go again.
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On the 7th May an amazing day at Hollycombe, was had with Wessex synod and
Our Minister leading worship. With the help of Esme and Julie West, we had 3
activites of Forest church by the farm. The few that did the barefoot waking
experience enjoyed it. A good number liked looking for life with magnifying
glasses. But the hit of the day was clay tree face making 80% of people taking
part were adults. The three of us were tired at the end of the day but would not
have missed it for the world.
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Forest Church was cancelled due to heavy rain and an accident on the A3 this
month, but we did manage to finish of our wonderful bird boxes for the Church
Garden as part of us working towards the eco Church award. Thank you, JFC and
Graham Fountain, for making them. Please enjoy them in the garden.

Love
Jo Hopkins

Sermon
A young curate who had just been ordained stepped in to take the sermon at
very short notice, because the vicar was ill. At the end of the sermon, he
explained apologetically: “At such short notice I’m afraid I just had to rely on the
Holy Spirit. Next week I hope to do better.”
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My Experience of Forest Church
at Hollycombe
At first glance, you may think
this is just a picture of some
trees, but it is much more than
that. Keep reading and I’ll
explain.
One of the rides at the Big
Church Day Out, was a
steamroller ride. It looked like
fun, so I gave it a go.
We climbed aboard some trucks behind the roller and off we trundled. I tried to
really focus on the journey, feeling all the jolts, seeing all the flora, people, and
sights along the way, listening to the whistles and sounds around me.
Then, we unexpectedly came to a halt in a clearing, where we were told that
this stop would last for ten minutes. What to do? Do I walk back to find David,
who I’d left behind? Do I stay on the ‘train’?
Then I saw Jo, Esme and Julie engaged in Forest Church activities. I joined them.
Well, I wouldn’t win any prizes for my clay ‘sculpture’. It was great to chat, and
laugh at my attempts, though.
Suddenly, they told me to look up. There in the tree was a peacock, about to
roost. I didn’t know they did that! I’d never seen this before. By the time I shot
the photo, he had settled to sleep. If you look very, very closely, you might just
make him out, as a bump on the branch above.
Thank you, Jo, Esme and Julie, for letting me truly experience Forest Church.
You see, as I travelled back, I meditated on this wonderful sight.
I then felt God, reminding me that sometimes I am so focused on my journey, I
forget that often I learn and grow the most at the ‘Stopping Off’ points along the
way.
Carolyn Barton.
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An Experience of Awe in ‘The Wind in the Willows’
Kenneth Graham in ‘The Wind in the Willows’ gives a wonderful description of a
religious experience. The Rat and the Mole are searching for the lost baby otter,
when they moor the boat at a very special island.
‘ “This is the place of my song-dream, the place the music played to me”,
whispered the Rat, as if in a trance. “Here, in this holy place, here if anywhere,
surely we shall find Him.” Then suddenly the Mole felt a great Awe fall upon him,
an awe that turned his muscles to water, bowed his head, and rooted his feet to
the ground. It was no panic terror- indeed he felt wonderfully at peace and
happy – but it was an awe that smote and held him and, without seeing, he
knew it could only mean that some August prescence (sic) was very, very near….
“Rat!” he found breath to whisper, shaking. “Are you afraid?”
“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love. “Afraid! Of
Him? O never, never! And yet – and yet – O Mole, I am afraid!”
Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their heads and did
worship’
Kitty Rohrbach

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Sheila King, previously Church
Secretary and Sister in Christ. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.
If you are not able to attend her funeral in person, the webcast link is:
Website

https://watch.obitus.com

Username

gazi2562

Password

824545

The Service, on Friday June 10th, begins at 2pm led by Rev. Peter Norris at
Chichester Crematorium
Tea in the CFC Petersfield afterwards

Page 11

Page 12

Food Bank Updates
Our opening times are: Stock and Donations: Mondays and Wednesdays:
9.30 am – 11.30 am
Distribution: Tuesdays and Fridays:
9.30 am – 11.30 am
At Petersfield Methodist Church
For more information please check our website: Petersfield Food Bank
(pactfoodbank.org.uk)

We will be open every Wednesday from 2.00pm3.30pm. This is when you can meet us, have a cuppa
and take away your food bags. Delivery will be
arranged for those on foot.
In addition, the Ring and Drop system will continue ring 01730 00659/300921 or
text 07570792525 before Monday Lunchtime for a Wednesday morning
delivery.
Remember the Liss Foodbank is for surrounding villages as well as Liss. It can be
accessed without a referral.
Please continue to drop off donations in St Mary’s Rectory porch 111 Station
Road or bring them to the store on a Wednesday afternoon.

Free Shop Petersfield
The Shop collects food from supermarkets, farms, community gardens and
others, that would otherwise go to waste.
Anyone is welcome to come along and take what they need.
It is not part of the Food Bank; the goal is purely to keep good food out of
landfill.
The Free Shop is located to the right of Petersfield Station Entrance.
Opening times: Wednesday 1.30 pm – 3 pm
Friday & Saturday 10 am – 12 noon
For more information contact: easthampshirerail.co.uk/freeshop-shop
Or call Lucy on 07988043870
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Do you enjoy driving?
Do you like meeting people?
Do you have a little spare time, during the week and at
weekends?
Would you like to do something worthwhile and
rewarding?
If the answer to these questions is 'Yes', then Petersfield Voluntary Care Group
(PVCG) would love to hear from you.
As an organisation, we transport people from Petersfield and the local area,
who do not have other transport arrangements, to medical appointments.
We are urgently in need of more drivers to accommodate all our requests.
If you would like to know more, please ask Mary Evans or Mary Fair - we do
hope to hear from you!

Miscellaneous observations on life
One who boasts of being a self-made person relieves the Lord of a lot of
responsibility.
Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun every
year.
You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why don't
they make the whole plane out of that stuff?
The most effective way to remember your wife’s birthday is to forget it once.
Love is grand; divorce is a hundred grand.
I had a ploughman’s lunch the other day. He wasn’t very happy about it.
A gesticulation is any movement made by a foreigner.
As long as there are exams, there will be prayer in schools.
Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it.
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Petersfield and Liss United Reformed Church
Update on regular weekday activities
Please note the following updates.
• Drop in Tea – Drop-In Tea for June will be on
Tuesday 14 June. This is an opportunity for
anyone to come to the CFC for a chat and a cuppa and even some cake!
Call in any time between 2 and 4pm. Come when you can - go when
you must! We look forward to seeing you then.
Julie, Keith and Mary
• Little Fishes – this is now running again at St. Paul’s Liss. This will be
Mondays 9.30 am – 11.30 am during term time only.
• Fabric Committee – This will begin at the earlier time at 7.15pm at St
Paul’s to assess what needs addressing there before moving on to
College Street

Rotas – June 2022
Date
June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

Duty Elders
Val Torrance
Ron Wing
Jo Oru & John Lewis
Mike P-H

AV
Carolyn Barton
John Lewis
Keith Evans
David Darling

Welcomers’ Rota
Date
June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26
▪
▪
▪
▪

Welcomers
Elizabeth Phillips
David Barton
Tony Phillips
Pat Berry

Please arrive 30mins before start of the service.
When all have arrived, count the adults and children, and enter the
numbers on the notice board record sheet.
Carry the offertory box to the Communion Table for the service.
If your date is not suitable, please adjust with another person as a swap.
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Petersfield & Liss Church Calendar – May 2022
Please note Services are held at College Street, Petersfield unless otherwise
stated
Wednesday
Thursday

1
2

2.30 pm
10 am

Sunday
Monday

5
6

Tuesday

7

Thursday

9

Friday
Sunday
Monday

10
12
13

Tuesday

14

10.30 am
9.30 am
1 pm
7.15 pm
9.30 am
7. 30 pm
10 am
8 pm
10.30 am
10.30 am
9.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
2 pm – 4pm

Wednesday 15
Thursday
16
Sunday
Monday

19
20

Tuesday

21

Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

23
25
26
27

Tuesday
28
Wednesday 29
Thursday
30

2.30 pm
10 am
7.30 pm
10.30 am
9.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
2 pm
8 pm
10.30 am
9.30 am
1 pm
9.30 am
2.30 pm
7.30 pm

Home Fellowship Group
Prayer Meeting

1 Crundles
CFC & Zoom

Esme Kelly
Little Fishes
St Paul’s Liss
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Fabric Committee
St Paul’s Liss
Little Fishes
CFC
Elders
CFC
Prayer Meeting
CFC & Zoom
Home Group
12 Geddes Way
Friday Fellowship
CFC
Minister
Little Fishes
St.Paul’s Liss
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Little Fishes
CFC
Drop-in Tea
CFC
Home Group
Prayer Meeting
Home Group

1 Crundles
CFC & Zoom
Buckmore Farmhouse
Holy Communion
Little Fishes
St Paul’s Liss
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Little Fishes
CFC
Connie’s Handicraft
CFC
Group
Home Group
12 Geddes Way
Church Family Fun Day
Minister
Little Fishes
St Paul’s Liss
Ladies’ Bible Studies
CFC
Little Fishes
CFC
Home Group
1 Crundles
Home Group
Buckmore Farmhouse

Page 16

For your information and prayers, there will be news from one or more
Missions each month. If you support a mission that has any information and
prayer updates, please send these to the editor so that they can be included

Support For Ukraine
Thank you so much for all your ongoing donations to Ukraine Christian
Partnership (UCP). As well as all the kind individual donations, Connie's
handicraft group has handed over a further £90, for which we are very grateful.
We thank the Lord that due to this continued kindness we are now able
to provide support for three projects. Firstly, for refugee centres in the
Ukrainian villages we have served since 2004. There are currently about 450
refugees staying in these places of safety, where each person is provided with
meals and basic toiletries, as well as sleeping accommodation and washing
facilities (personal and clothes).
We are also financing a rural hardship fund in these villages. This helps villagers
(particularly the elderly and sick) who are struggling to cope financially due to
the war. This can be due to state pensions or salaries not coming through or
because they are putting up refugees in their own home; all combined with
substantial price increases (due to the war) for food, basics and energy.
In addition, we are providing funds for people in Kherson (close to the Black
Sea). They are going through an extremely tough time since the area is now
under Russian control. We are mindful of the risks involved in supporting this
area and we are carefully monitoring our donations. These are being used for
(1) a cooking group who provide up to 800 meals a day for hospital patients and
small orphanages, (2) a church who provide food and medical support to the
most needy villagers and (3) disadvantaged families (e.g. with sick/disabled
children) and small family orphanages.
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For the latest news on our Ukraine work please go to www.ukrainecp.org and
click on latest news. There is a separate page for Kherson. Thank you everyone
for your continued support - both in finances and in prayer!
David Darling
Romans 12:21: Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.
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Ukrainian church leaders urge people to pray
A senior church leader in Ukraine has told the citizens that Russia’s war on
Ukraine “did not begin with missiles and bombs – it began with deception,
untruth and lies.” So says the head of Ukraine’s independent Orthodox Church,
Metropolitan Epiphany (Dumenko).
“The Lord is now showing us how we must resist with the testimony of truth.
Evil is evil, not just an alternative viewpoint, and war is war, not just some
conflict. Rapists, looters and murderers are criminals, and what they are
perpetuating is a genocide of the Ukrainian people.”
The Metropolitan also said that Ukrainians knew that Russia had long had “evil
plans to restore the tyranny of a rotten, overthrown empire.”
But, he said “The Lord is with us in this struggle, because we are fighting for
truth and goodness against demonic tyranny and resentment…. We believe that
our people will overcome all new challenges – that Ukraine will win its victory.”
Meanwhile, the Primate of Ukraine’s Greek Catholic Church, Major Archbishop
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych, said that this Spring and Summer may well
be the last for many, including himself.
He went on: “As the war escalates, and the enemy intensifies its offensive
against Ukraine, I call on everyone to pray vigorously and tirelessly for the
Ukrainian army, because the fate of Ukraine and the world is now being
decided.”
Christian Aid spends £8m from British people to help Ukraine
The international development agency, Christian Aid, will spend £8m on vital
supplies over the next six months to help the Ukrainian people.
The money comes from donations to DEC, the Disasters Emergency Committee,
that has raised more than £300m for Ukraine. That’s around £3 on average
donated by every person in the UK. Through its local partners, Christian Aid has
already provided medical supplies, first aid kits, baby incubators as well as food
and shelter for refugees in Ukraine and Hungary.
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Starving in the shadow of Ukraine
The huge outpouring of support for Ukraine is now eclipsing other crises around
the world, which in turn is threatening millions with starvation.
So warns a number of charities and other humanitarian organisations. The UN
reports that the situation in Somalia, where 4.5milliion people are at risk of
starvation owing to the worst drought in a decade, is deteriorating quickly.
Somalia urgently needs some £1.1billion in aid, of which only three per cent has
been secured.
As one spokesman at the UN explains, “The outlook for Somalia was already
grim prior to the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis, but we were then
overshadowed by the crisis in Tigray, Yemen, and then Afghanistan. Now,
Ukraine seems to suck all the oxygen that is in the room.”
The international director of Tearfund, Veena O’Sullivan, said: “While the eyes
of the world have been fixed on Ukraine, other horrors have been taking place.”

These range from a “hunger crisis of massive proportions” in the Horn of Africa,
which includes Somalia, and the ongoing violence and famine in the Tigray
region of Ethiopia, as well as humanitarian crises in Afghanistan, Yemen and
Syria.
The director of CAFOD, Christine Allen, said: “It is right that we support a
response to the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, in whatever way we can, but this
cannot be at the expense of vital funds meant for tackling the root causes of
global poverty.”
Meanwhile, church leaders in Africa have warned that the war is already
affecting their food security, as 40 per cent of Ukraine’s wheat and maize is
exported to the Middle East and Africa. The poorest are the most affected, as
market prices rise.
Many thanks to everyone who donated during Christian Aid Week. What a
generous church you are!
The sum, so far, including Gift Aid, totals £1045. The Junior Church sponsorship
money will be announced later.
Carolyn Barton
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Eco corner - information and updates from the
Eco Group
We offer a few tips on possibilities for more than kerbside recycling, for refilling
and reusing in Petersfield….to be good stewards of God’s beautiful creation!
Plastic bag recycling available at some supermarkets including Waitrose and
Tesco’s Petersfield.
Please see the Petersfield infant school recycling poster, but if it is more
convenient to you, there is a crate in the church vestibule for these items which
David Barton then kindly takes to the school. Newsflash - they no longer accept
crisp packets, but Liss junior school may still do, see below.
Liss junior school, if you live in Liss or are passing you might like to know that
9am -3pm during term time, Monday to Friday, reception will accept the items
below. You can also now leave these items in the crate for Liss junior school in
the church vestibule, to be kindly taken to the school by one of our members
who lives near the school.
Liss JS: - Digestive and other biscuit wrappers; cracker and cake wrappers; crisp
packets; oral care products – toothpaste tubes and toothbrushes; pringle tubes,
all clean and tied in a bag.
The Petersfield Household Waste recycling Centre, 4-6 Bedford Road, will take
items that the kerbside collection won’t and this can be checked at Petersfield |
Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk). No-one wants to take a part carload
to the tip. An opportunity for collaboration with folk who live nearby?
Refill and Replenish, 15 the High Street, Petersfield, Tuesdays to Saturdays 9am
– 5 pm
Sells food stuffs, handwash, floor cleaner, other cleaning products and other
items. (Value for money varies greatly, rolled oats for making porridge
recommended for competitive value and brown Basmati rice reasonable).
1. Bring your clean containers (Tupperware, bags, jars etc)
2. Weigh your containers.
3. Fill your containers.
4. Reweigh your containers.
5. Pay.
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Juniper - sustainable goods and refillery, 33 Lavant Street, Petersfield, Mon-Sat
9am-5pm
Similar method of use as Refill and Replenish, different range. Also sell
homemade sourdough bread once a week.
For more ideas and inspiration on eco matters save the date- Sunday
17th July Petersfield Town Council in collaboration with Petersfield Climate
Action Network (PeCAN) will be holding Petersfield’s first ever Eco-Fair.
This exciting event “celebrating earth-friendly living” will be held on the Heath
and will be a fun, informative day-out for all the family. Get tips and ideas for
reducing your carbon footprint whether it be by saving energy in your home,
upcycling those clothes you no longer want or by getting back on your bike.
Learn how you can help increase biodiversity with good gardening practice or by
letting your garden grow a little wilder. There will be talks, an art exhibition,
children’s activities, and live music throughout the day, with a choice of food
and drink and things to buy, all ethically sourced and using minimum packaging.
Entrance is free so come along and have fun.

Eco church questionnaire - The Eco Group has started looking at an Eco church
questionnaire, wondering whether and when our church might be ready to
apply for a Bronze award. The church will be looking at this in our various roles,
committees and working on it at church meeting over the coming months and
asking ourselves – is there anything we could do, at church and in our own lives,
in a way that is better for the environment? The answer will be slightly different
for each of us, but every little bit helps in our “environmental and climate
emergency”.
Fiona Darling, on behalf of the Eco group (Hannah Thomas, David Barton, Val
Hart and David Darling)
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Recycling at Petersfield Infant School
We welcome the following items which help to raise valuable funds for our school

used batteries
empty toothpaste tubes, used toothbrushes & toothbrush heads
used pens used stamps
red, green or blue plastic milk bottle tops
unwanted spectacles (without the cases)
household cleaning wipes packaging
tinted fabric conditioner bottles and caps
dishwasher and laundry capsules or tablets plastic packaging
plastic air freshener packaging,
air fresheners and cartridges
any brand of flexible plastic cheese pouches
plastic nets from mini cheese packets
any brand of individual plastic cheese wrappers
any brand of sliced cheese protective plastic film

All of these items help raise much needed funds for our school with the exception of the
used stamps which raise money for Canine Partners
and the spectacles, which go towards the Lions Club of Petersfield ‘Sight For Life’ initiative

Simply drop your recycling at the Front Door on St Peters Road and we will do the rest!

THANK YOU!
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5th June

Day of Pentecost, Whit Sunday

Pentecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of First Fruits, which
was observed at the beginning of the wheat harvest. It was seven weeks after
Easter, or 50 days including Easter.
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound exactly
world-changing, but that year, it became one of the most important days in
world history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the day
the Church was born.
Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to happen, and that
they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had
plans for His disciples, but He knew they could not do the work themselves.
They would need His help.
And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other followers, for
many days. And then on that fateful morning there was suddenly the sound as
of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues of flame flickered on their heads, and they
began to praise God in many tongues, to the astonishment of those who heard
them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was dramatically reversed that
morning.
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers of
Jesus. The Church was born. The Christians were suddenly full of life and power,
utterly different from their former fearful selves. The change in them was
permanent.
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning,
proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible death
was in marked contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days before. And
3,000 people responded, were converted, and were baptised. How’s that for
fast church growth!
Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in this
world. All through the Old Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit
guided people and strengthened them. But now, because of Christ’s death and
resurrection, He could INDWELL them. From now on, every Christian could have
the confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, through the indwelling of
His Holy Spirit.
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For our younger readers ...
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Crossword
Across
1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7 Musician called for by Elisha when he
met the kings of Israel, Judah and Edom
(2 Kings 3:15) (7)
8 The request that led to the institution
of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’
(Luke 11:1) (5)
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—
’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)
13 ‘His troops advance in force; they
build a siege ramp against me and — around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his daughter’s
tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)
17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be—’ (1 Corinthians
12:1) (8)
18 Nomadic dwelling (Genesis26:25)(4)
21 ‘As for man, his days are like—, he flourishes like a flower of the field’ (Psalm
103:15) (5)
22 Or I live (anag.)(7)
23 Those guilty of 1 Across (Romans13:4) (10)
Down
1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)
3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’ (2 Kings
17:29) (8)
5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)
9 Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law
Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail (Acts22:19)(8)
14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)
16 Discharge (Acts21:3)(6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5)
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’(Revelation19:7) (4)
Solutions on page 31
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Maze

Page 29

News from the United Reformed Church
items from the May edition of the Synod News
Safeguarding Dates
This safeguarding training is delivered online across
three sessions. Participants must attend each of the three sessions to complete
the training and gain a certificate. Booking is essential.
Friday mornings, 11am – 12.30.
10th June 2022
17th June 2022
24th June 2022
At the time of booking please say which breakout group you would like to be in;
Children & Youth focus, Adults at Risk focus, or Church Leadership focus. Please
also give your home address for the Handout Pack which will be posted to you in
advance of the training.
Email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk
Tel: 023 8067 4513
Church at the Edge- Thursday 9th June at 1.30 pm
If you are a busy activist, a passionate disciple, a minister, and/or engaged in
community ministry (however you might chose to interpret that term), and
need a space to meet with others, to be inspired and to be open and honest
about current difficulties, and to seek support from each other in living through
these challenging times, then please sign up for the third series of monthly
Zoom sessions, brought to you by Church Action on Poverty and the URC's 'New
Reality Same Mission' group (CRCW, Church & Society, Children’s & Youth,
Walking the Way).
Sign up to receive further information and reminders for each session here:
https://forms.gle/9kdPpVtQgy1PRqiu9
Our next session will be led by Eunice Attwood, Church at the Margins
Coordinator for the Methodist Church in conversation with an inspiring local
leader, exploring what it means to be a Church at the Margins in practice. Eunice
brings over twenty years’ experience of ordained diaconal ministry from a
variety of contexts, including city- and town-centred ministry amongst
marginalised and vulnerable communities, where she helped start and grow
many fresh expressions of church.
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Serving as the Vice-President of the British Conference in 2010-2011, she has
significant experience of working with diverse groups of people across the
Methodist Connexion.
Over the last eight years, Eunice has been the Tutor in Pastoral Theology at the
Queen’s Foundation for Ecumenical Theological Education, Birmingham. She is
also one of the launch team leaders for New Inclusive Church Birmingham, a
church plant started out of a deep commitment to living out the love of Jesus in
practical, unexpected, and transforming ways.
The final session of this series will be on 14th July: Poverty Truth Commission Lucy Zwolinska Lucy will reflect on her two years as facilitator of the Gateshead
Poverty Truth Commission, which recently had it’s final 'celebration event'.
Moderator’s Christmas Card Drawing Challenge
It’s been a few years since we last held our challenge to find a design for the
Moderator’s Christmas Card.
This year the challenge is open to EVERYONE within the Synod.
Are you up for the challenge?
Find out more by visiting Moderator’s Christmas Challenge post.

Wessex Synod Prayer Calendar June
June

5
12
19
26

The Haven @Banbury; Portsmouth: Christ Church
Milton; United Church Ferndown
Fleet; Southampton: Pear Tree Green
Weymouth: Hope
Reading: Grange; Salisbury
Abingdon: Peachcroft Christian Centre;
Petersfield & Liss
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Lectionary Bible Readings for June
5

Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9 ; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:1417 or Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17, (25-27)

12

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 and Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15;

19

1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a and Psalm 42 and 43; Isaiah 65:19 and Psalm 22:19-28; Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39

26

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 and Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20; 1 Kings 19:15-16, 1921 and Psalm 16 ; Galatians 5:1, 13-25 ; Luke 9:51-62

Important - Sensitive issues
As the Messenger is included in the Church Website, it is important that all the
content is suitable for public exposure. When composing an article, if there is
anything at all that you consider should be removed before publishing on the
website, please inform the editor, Carolyn Barton.
The articles contained in this magazine do not necessarily represent the views of
Petersfield and Liss URC leadership.

The deadline for the July & August Messenger is Friday 10 June 2022. This is
earlier than usual, due to my holiday. Please send articles to Messenger Editor,
Carolyn Barton, tel 01730 265884 e-mail carolynbarton.barton6@gmail.com
Crossword Solutions
ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 13, Encamp. 15, Saddle.
17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier. 23, Wrongdoers.
DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9, Harvesters.
12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload. 19, Evils, 20, Give.
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Church Contact Details
Church

Petersfield : College Street,
Petersfield GU31 4AG

Liss : Hillbrow Road,
Liss GU33 7PX

01730 266475
Minister

Rev Joshua Thomas
Tel 07734 254983

minister@petersfieldurc.com
Church Office

Administrator Mrs Esme Kelly
Office Hours 9am-12noon Tuesdays to Fridays

Church &
Community
Worker
Telephone

Mrs Jo Hopkins
01730 266475

Website

communityworker@petersfieldurc.com
Church Family Centre
01730 266475
www.petersfieldurc.com

E-mail

admin@petersfieldurc.com

Sunday
Services

Mornings at 10.30 am
Services will be held at College Street

Secretary

Mrs Carol Tubbs
39 Rotherbank Farm Lane
Liss Forest
GU33 7BJ
Tel 01730 893489
Mobile 07766 412160.
Mr Jim Cleverly,
4 Crundles,
Petersfield GU31 4PJ
Tel 01730 300558

Treasurer

Petersfield United Reformed Church Mission Statement
“As a congregation worshipping God: we seek to reach out with the love of Jesus; to
worship God in our daily lives; to draw others into the knowledge and love of Christ;
and to make disciples”
Printed at Petersfield United Reformed Church Office

